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Associate Professor, Allama Igbal Open University, Islamabad.

A Notable and Rare Travelogue in Urdu
The tradition of penning the experiences and events of travels in Urdu
language came into being with Yousaf Khan Kumbal Posh's
travelogue "Tarikh e Yousafi". The same travelogue is famed as
“Ajaibaat e Farang" as well. It was first published in 1847. After
seven years, Munshi Amin Chand's travelogue was published.
Munshi Amin Chand hailed from Bajwarra, a town in Hoshiarpur. He
quit his job as a Tehsildaar and set on his travels across India. His
patron, Robert Cust, supported him financially and motivated him to
pen his experiences on his return. The first volume of the resultant
travelogue was published in 1854 with an introduction by Robert
Cust. Its second edition, in two volumes, appeared in 1859.
Munshi Amin Chand's Travelogue is notable amongst the earlier
travelogues of Urdu owing to its content and style. Regretfully,
it remained unaccounted for by the literary critics and historians and
apart from two or three scholars, it was not mentioned by anybody. In
this article, an attempt is made to record the biography of Munshi
Amin Chand after strenuous research.
Key Words: Urdu Travelogue, Ajaibaat e Farang, Yousaf Khan Kumbal
Posh, Munshi_Amin Chand, Dr_Arshad Mahmood Nashad.
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i S5 WIS e § B U1 of India
“His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General is
pleased to confer upon the Undermentioned Native
Gentleman the Title of "Sardar Bahadur" as a personal
Distinction:-Rai Munshi Amin Chand, Judicial Assistant
Commissioner, Aj mere.”®
u’f U Golden Book of India%«mf (Sir Ropper Lethbridge)Z'//,aé':‘.J 420/
o;fg%gc&%;ﬁr/sgﬁzlﬁuﬁmymd/uljviawlL_,uy‘é,cguﬁu
Laz“gj(l('lczuéL@,&’J@&;«de/oﬂ'b*L:?;J/ﬂlmﬂW|Jﬁ’"ﬁﬁ
i ; s 4207t
“AMIN CHAND (of Bijwara), Sardar Bahadur
The Title is personal, and was conferred on 1st January
1887. The Sardar Bahadur Served for many years under
the Punjab Government as Extra Assistant Commissioner
and Assistant Settlement Officer, and was subsequently

Judicial Assistant Commissioner and Judge of small
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cause Court of Ajmir. He is of a Khatri family; his son is
Ram Chand.
Residence: - Bijwara, Hoshiarpur, Punj ab.”_m
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“I have one Native friend, Sirdar Amin Chand, who still

lives there, and sends loving letters to me. I engaged him

in the public service at the age of 18, with earrings in his

ears. He served the State well, and was rewarded with

Titles, and Grants of Land, and is now advanced in years,

living in the same house close to Hoshyarpur, whom I

found him."m)
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