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An analysis of the historical development of
Lexicography in major world languages

Abstract:

Lexicography is a scholarly discipline as well as art and
craft of dictionary-making has an important place in the history
of language study; yet its formal study has roots in the modern
times. A great importance has been attached to this discipline as
it serves as the reliable source of information for language users.

This study investigates descriptively the historical development
of lexicography and its effective contribution in enriching and
developing the ancient languages of the world: Chinese,
Japanese, Mesopotamian, Greek, Latin, Spanish, Welsh,
French, ltalian, Arabic, Persian, German and English. A
detailed data of the dictionaries in afore-said languages has
been made a part at this research paper.

Almost half of this paper covers the history of English
lexicography as English is a lingua franca and thus, possesses
a huge number of dictionaries. Later in the 15" century
independent English Dictionaries were compiled and published.
These dictionaries contained much of the material of English
language, and thus, we can from them recover most of the
current vocabulary, no one appears before the end of 16%
century to have felt that Englishmen could want a dictionary to
help them to the knowledge and correct use of their own
language. With the passage of time, dictionaries in English
language appeared in a greater number and this way English
got a commanding position in the world of lexicography. Thus,
the historical development of English lexicography has followed
with no faltering steps the evolution of English History and the
development of English literature as well as language.
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2 ey o5 oS S0 55 S 521 5 g =) (MoONO linguial) S
15 S (John SIMPSON) o o) x sl i gr (OED) s iy 2S5
“The early modern period was an era of great change for

the English language. According to the OED's record, the
number of words ‘available’ to speakers of English more
than doubled between 1500 and 1650 7%
9 e Sma g £ s i Sme w8 g (650 500 s g JSI)
ol £1650 IS ¢ 1500 comse 3ylemy, (o 55 a5y SO 3 byl
(98 S35 = IS St o shoat g o) o’ Y 5SS 552 5
i e &l Sl JpEmal mp o 20,5 o s SR (652 5
b A (53 K0 g oy (A Table Alphabeticall...) “ Jemping i) Jous 7
& omie 120 2 s o B3) 2543 lmr | S 8 0 i el gl

A Table Alphabetical, Containing and Teaching the True

Writing and Understanding of Hard Usual English
Words, Borrowed from the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, or
French &c., With the interpretation thereof by plaine
English words, gathered for the benefit & helpe of ladies,
gentlewomen, or any other vnskilfull persons. Whereby
they may the more easilie and better vnderstand many
hard English wordes, vvhich they shall heare or read in
scriptures, sermons, or elswhere, and also be made able to
vse the same aptly themselues
3 0 s i Jozdn i) Son Ty p il sit
221017 bz iz £ 52 1013 ly 8 5 £ 1609 5ol g g = o) (20
FTERE O, 4 i g oo & NS 3264 o= s
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7 oM B 5 s o5 b 5L (Thomas Cawdrey) sl el g
g2kl 4 gl =ma

o) O) g pismy SO il o el §eh Sy 4 ¢ 1623
The English Dictionarie (0r An) “(juy,s &1 pls ST % 0l
(S S 2 o 55 ) S (Interpreter of Hard English Words)
Thomas ) o gy gull g 5 puss <& ($52,500 ooz p ol o5 Emr S5
“Ld S sudS” , C1656 S P QAT 221 b G e (Blount
59 il 2y | e £ oo Jotiie 7 B8 1S3, 15811 (Glossographia)
U3 Lt e a2 s g = 0 205 5 e A O s50 SR 83
Jostos job 3ol = o o) ol Ly WS 2 356 bl gom i £ Lo
ol e Jo 5 Juls 4 i o SIS by Lo 58 5 e a2 4 1ad) (unusual)
Ly b= 5 Juld 4 0 o oz s e B LS o el Bl =, i
oS S b 2l pmst pda) s 5 s L3S Bl = S S
= (Edward Phillips) e 3,500 Jewz 5 1658 g5 Jlo o 5 55,908
The New World of English) “ w5 &1 ST iy 55 37 i (65,551
S ) (g2 Jottia il 1 20 U S s s sz (55, (Words
s oss use= JFh G JB il g bl Sl b (L3I S8,
SV Ny p g 1673 L Slgr r o)l sm) o S S CO M (5 mtair
A World of Errors) “us,s <1 Wy 55 3 o) 2,55 ol ST A
b 5= gy o= JU (Discovered in the New World of Words
L3 S IS 292m5 L 1A ) g e iy G Bl xSl o il Sl
Ll ooz £ 1676 sz 111969 sz 6 4T 4 o7 L LG Ly (oo
An English)“s rasmy S0 pl” eid 52,551 o (Elisha Coles) jJ <=
bV op s Jali g 55 g ad) 15825 4 pats aT o)LL 5y (Dictionary
2728 1077 = Sy
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SIS s 8V o8 1702 ol s or pavr (2T 2 John Kersey) ow &=
il 8 28 e ooz ol JU (A New English Dictionary) s ,ras=y
ST s 5 " 0 £ 1706 Eod oo L) a2 Joitiin 5 oSS o
ote JU o (Philips’s New World of English Word) “ &= 5 24851
&W@'Mﬂjﬁ_?)g l&.’.‘a,ﬁ&.’ddb} 5&:}

cawx g (Nathan Bailey) s 56 o o s 32 59 o1 o 52 ol
Unlol o ot Slidl 45 o 652,50 L £ 1721 ganslsy 51 Sy =
An) ‘g riasy B Vsl Jues pl” ol aeay oley b
smexr e ol 25 ol (Universal Etymological English Dictionary
AN o i) 515840 o B 5 oy or i) Sl ) g o2 1727 5814
Nl g iy ) B o A U ey 3, S e
Jolibadd 515048 o pazer S50 61730 (Dictionarium Britannicum)
Lea

(Samuel Johnson) qpuslr fusgams Jlzr 535 £ 915 o 5 o5 Sid (852,55
Plan ) “psfus) 8515 JT&,&.&&: SV ST N 8 1747 g par o eols
e g Jer 65 SV 2 (0f @ Dictionary of the English Language
to fix the ) “&O:J&\MJM&;;&,S_,? Laie jols o patr o 5,5 6,
SV oty o)) 5 D5, 5 ol bl S g 1) L a9 (language
—15 (A Dictionary of English Language)“ pasafas) &5 ST (s iy
Aot Joziin 5 8L o e Bl 5150 42 limr S 65y ez 5 1755 o)
Sb > Johnson’s Dictionary) “s sy sxmils” edd bl 2o el el
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