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A Comparative Study of the Terms: Dictionary, Lexicon,
Vocabulary, Glossary, Thesaurus and Encyclopaedia

Abstract:

‘Language’ is a non-material aspect of culture, by
which human beings express their thoughts, opinions and
ideas, and for this purpose meaningful words are used in all
languages of the world.

It is not simple for a human to know and use all words
in their own language or other languages. It is an essential
need to use a dictionary or a thesaurus when we read, write or
get education at various levels.

Words are arranged and explained in different ways in
various types of dictionaries, vocabulary lists, glossaries and
thesauruses according to the needs of learners, experts and
common persons. Encyclopaedias are also compiled at macro
and micro levels in which write ups are included about many
topics and subjects.

In this research paper, | have done a comparative study
of the terms: Dictionary, Lexicon, Vocubalry, Glossary,
Thesaurus and Encyclopaedia and dispelled some
misunderstandings about them being synonyms, pinpointing
the slight differences between each of these terms.

Key words: linguistics, dictionary, lexicon,
vocabulary, glossary, thesaurus, encyclopaedia, comparative.
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“Dictionary, reference book that lists words in order
and gives their meanings... In addition to its basic
function of defining words, a dictionary may provide
information about their pronunciation, grammatical
forms and functions, etymologies, syntactic
peculiarities,  variant  spellings,  conventional
abbrevations, and synonyms and antonyms. A
dictionary may also provide quotations illustrating a
word’s use, and these may be dated to show the
earliest known uses of the word in special senses. The
word dictionary itself comes from the Latin dictio,
‘the act of speaking,” and dictionarium, ‘a collection
of words.””()
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Dictionary [ML dictionarium < LL dictio]® 1 a book
of alphabetically listed words in a language, with
definitions, etymologies, pronunciations, and other
information; lexicon 2 a book of alphabetically listed
words in a language with their equivalents in another
language [a Spanish-English dictionary] 3 any
alphabetically arranged list of words or articles
relating to a special subject [a medical dictionary].®
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“A book containing the words of a language
alphabetically arranged, with their meanings,
etymology, etc; a lexicon; an additional program
available in some word-processing packages which
will check text for spelling errors against a dictionary
contained on the disk (comput); a work containing
information on any area of knowledge, alphabetically
arranged. [LL dictionarium ; see diction]”®
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“1 a book that lists (usu. in alphabetical order) and
explains the words of a language or gives equivalent
words in another language. 2 a reference book on any
subject, the items of which are arranged in

alphabetical order (dictionary of architecture).
[med.L dictionarium and dictionarius f. L dictio]®
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“A dictionary is a wordbook that “gives you the

definition of definition, the spelling of spelling, and
the pronunciation of pronunciation.”(2
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“The word lexicon designates a wordbook, but it also
has a special abstract meaning among linguists,
referring to the body of separable structural units of
which the language is made up. In this sense, a
preliterate culture has a lexicon long before its units
are written in a dictionary. Scholars in England
sometimes use "lexis" to designate this lexical
element of language.”®?
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“A word-book or dictionary; a vocabulary of terms
used in connection with a particular subject. [Gr

lexikon a dictionary, from lexis a word, legein to
speak)”(®)
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Oxford Concise )“M S Sy Hlus 3 s ol

p colss WP TR AT ‘ob.,.b.;)’ ¢« » (Dictionary of Linguistics
“That aspect of a language or of a linguist’s account
of a language, that is centred on individual words or
similar units. Its scope varies enormously from one
theory to another: in some a simple subcomponent of
a generative grammar; in others the basis, in itself, for
most if not all specific grammatical patterns; in some
seen as an unstructured list; in others as an elaborate
network of entries related by lexical rules and by
features shared at wvarious levels. Usually
distinguished, as a theoretical concept, from a

dictionary, as part of a practical description: hence e.g.

a posted mental lexicon, not ‘mental dictionary’.(6)

o ol i Jm B3 0L sl e Jn b lg ol e Js
@#bﬁw.@O..@T}bﬁl&%l%blﬂ%éélﬁl)ﬂﬁ
PPV CPRE I PURET . B NIV SV IR L I8 - BT
P18 i B sy p oo o a5 iy e 2 el S S
ssb i Sl kg e s Bl 2 Sl o et
ol S 4 ol Bile O ogmbe A Gl G (D
-g’J e Gl gl Jle> o 0eB 53 e g e e (SS
oS e Hsb g o colos Jas b ) eal S (S sk sl
03 S oA Hb Jle (g s igﬂ s pegorew Al
S s E b ol AT alen §US 28 Goy (o 5 E B
B oo pblae Jo o plcolos b gy 2t Jm oomwsd 5
LA 5 i . S Jo m Bl 2 sks (F0b s il ol s oS 0
oA o8l g o] 55 Ol T 1 il 2 bl i
NI TIP- I C- DU R SIS T Y Oy
ol oo p g pusy wdle Wiy 0 ey

126 | 35 His o oMol i Sl g oo 638 o finos i 55




[ Ji s | s\

“ladictionary, especially of an ancient language 2 the
special vocabulary of a particular author, field of
study, etc. 3 a record or inventory [a notable case in

the lexicon of subversion] 4 Linguis. the total stock of

morphemes in a language.”®"
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“A dictionary (usu. applied to Greek, Hebrew, Arabic

or  Syriac). [from vocabulaire, late L.

vocabularium]”(8)

(JBY o e olir b e o2 Sl ( SUs sb sle) s iy fr)
([J'J BY) ole ‘Vocdbu]drfum, wb\l S > cobe ‘Vocabu]afre’]

MJ&WM[’QI L)Lw ubu«b.J 5 b.\.uu.bj”

JJ: (word-hoard, wordbook, or word-stock) ‘sl ; 9 523 3,9 Dby _3,

A lexicon, ... is the vocabulary of a person, language,

or branch of knowledge (such as nautical or medical).

In linquistics, a lexiconis a language's inventory

of lexemes. The word "lexicon" derives from

the Greek Ae&wov (lexicon), neuter of

Legwcoc (lexikos) meaning "of or for words."(9)
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Pl s 0l Lo p (fan 2 g Sy
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“l. The stock of words used by or known to a
particularpeople or group or persons: His French
vocabulary is rather limited. The scientific vocabulary is
constantly growing. 2. A list or collection of the phrases
of a language, technical field, etc., usually arranged in
alphabetical order and defined: Study the vocabulary in
the fourth chapter. 3. The words of a language. 4. Any
collection of signs or symbols consisting a means or
system of nonverbal communication: vocabulary of a
computer. 5. Any more or less specific group of forms
characteristic of an artist, architecture, or the like.”” 1)
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“A list or collection of words used in a language,
science, book etc., usu. word-book; the stock of words
at one’s command.”32)
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“The short list [of words with their informati'on]

sometimes at the back of a book, is often called a
glossary.”(6)
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“A collection or list of explanations of words; a
dictionary of terms used in a specialized subject area;
frequently-used words, phrases or paragraphs which

can be stored by a word processor and recalled rapidly
and easily; a collection of glosses.
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“A storehouse of knowledge, esp of words,
quotations, etc, a dictionary; a book with
systematically arranged lists of words and their
synonyms, antonyms, etc, a word-finder; a treasury.
[L, from Gr thésauros]”(*4)
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“A thesaurus is areference work that lists words
grouped together according to similarity of meaning
(containing synonyms and sometimes antonyms), in
contrast to a dictionary, which provides definitions for
words, and generally lists them in alphabetical order.
The main purpose of such reference works for users

"to find the word, or words, by which [an] idea may
be most fitly and aptly expressed"”(“%)
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“A book in which words that have the same or similar
meanings are grouped together.”(6)
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“encyclopaedia, also spelled ENCYCLOPEDIA
(from Greek enklyklios paideia, “general education™),
reference work that contains information on all

branches of knowledge or that treats a particular
branch of knowledge in a comprehensive manner.”“7)
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“A work (such as a book, series of books, Web site, or
CD-Rom) that contains information on all branches of
knowledge or treats comprehensively a particular
branch of knowledge usually in articles arranged
alphabetically often by subject.”®%
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“The distinction between a dictionary and an
encyclopaedia is easy to state but difficult to carry out in
a practical way: a dictionary explains words, whereas an
encyclopaedia explains things. Because words achieve
their usefulness by reference to things, however, it is
difficult to construct a dictionary without considerable
attention to the objects and abstractions designated.
Nonetheless, while a modern encyclopaedia may still be
called a dictionary, no good dictionary has ever been
called an encyclopaedia.”®%
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“dictionary, encyclopaedia, lexicon. A d., properly so
called, is concerned merely with words regarded as
materials for speech; an e. is concerned with the things for
which the words are names. But since some information
about the thing is necessary to enable the words to be used
rightly, most dictionaries contain some matter that is
strictly of the encyclopaedic kind; and in loose use d. comes
to be applied to any encyclopaedia that is alphabetically
arranged. Lexicon means the same as d., but is usually kept
to the restricted sense, and is moreover rarely used except
of Greek, Hebrew, Syriac, or Arabic dd.”®%
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