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Rashed's views on religion and existence of a just God
propelled some degree of controversy in his lifetime that was
further sparked by his cremation after his death. Zia-ul-
Hasan analyses this aspect of the poet's belief through his
poetry and tries to objectively understand and reveal his
ideas about religion as they shaped and influenced his life. In

conclusion, he has tried to diffuse the criticism hurled at the
poeton this account.
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«weren’t the friends of God also called “the brides of
God”,who could be none other than their close relatives? This
is the way the great north Iranian mystic Bayezid Bistami (d
874) put it. To be sure, in Ibn-i-Arabi’s system these “brides”
constitute a very specific category of saints, the “afraid”, or
“single ones” whom God has concealed under the veil of
censure so that they can in no way be differentiated from
normal people. In fact, they can even take on the form of
seeming enemies.

And yet it is precisely the idea of bride soul, whose one and
only beloved is God himself that has led to the custom of
designating death as Urs, “wedding” __ or spiritual
wedding, in which the soul is finally reunited with her
primordial beloved.”(10)
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