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INTRODUCTION: lt is generally believed that the editorial
of a newspaper reflects its policy. As it is defined in
following definitions “ Editorials are the soul of the
newspapers”.! “Editorial is a reflector of the policy of the
new HP&FEI‘" 2 “Editorials present the opinion of the
newspapers”.® “ The editorial voice of any newspaper is
theoretically that of the owner or publisher”# It is the
prerogative of every newspaper to have its policy on
different issues. On the other hand newspapers claim to
observe objectivity in their news contents. The purpose of
this research The reflection of editorial policy on news
contents: A study of leading Pakistani dailies in the perspective
of nafional and international issues is to find out the editorial
policy of leading English and Urdu dailies of Pakistan on
national and International issues (Categori¢s) and to check
the reflection of such editorial policy on news contents to
see that how fair the newspapers are in their claim of
maintaining objectivity in news contents. This study would
help to understand the attitude of leading Pakistani dailies
in respect of the editorial policy on different issues and also
to know that how this policy is reflected on news contents.
To operationalize this study, the researcher has selected
two Urdu dailies Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Wagt and two

3



Reflection of Editorial Policy on New Confents

English dailies The News and The Nation on the basis of the
fact that jang is believed to have the largest circulation in
Pakistan. The categories regarding which the editorial
policy of the above mentioned four newspapers and its
reflection’ on news contents is studied, are Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (C.T.B.T), Usama Bin Ladin (U.B.L),
Pakistan Peoples Party (Benazir Bhutto Group) (P.P.P),
Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz Sharif Group) (PML (IN))
and Pak-Indian Relations (P.ILR.). PPP & PML (N) are
treated as national issues whereas CTBT, UBL & PIR are
considered as international issues. This study derived its
theoretical framework from the Shoemaker’s Concept of
the ldeology of the Media Organizaticn and Theory of
Framing. The researcher has employec the yuantitative as
well as qualitative methods of content anazysis.

-

LITERATURE REVIEW: The researcher could not find any
specific literature on the “Reflection of editorial policv on
news. contents”. The maximum available literature on the
editorial was on its importance, sources, functions and such
other elementary issues e.g. techniques of the editorial
writing, classification of editorials and editorial credibility
cte. However, a brief review of the literature related to the -
subject is given below:

Stonecipher (10 '9) defines editorial policy as “The editorial
Policy of a news paper or a broadcast stalion, though
vitally important in terms of how the mediur operates, is
often elusive and baffling to readers and listeners as well as
media researcher. The policy may be elusive because it is
often unstated and can be determined only in terms of
editorial stances, the medium takes on controversial issues,
the political candidates or programs the medium endorses
or the tvpes of the issues in which the medium is willing ko
become involved”.?
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Hijazi (1970) defines editorial policy as “Editorial is the
soul of the newspaper which is reflective of its personality.”
He further says that “Due to Journalistic ethics, every
newspaper is responsible for publishing news contents
with objectivity and the policy of newspaper is specitied to
the editorials which must be written for the guidance of the

L

public”.’

-

Anjum (1968) explains editorial as a journalistic essay,
which comments on events. [t brings out the signiticance ot
contemporary men and maiters, interprets and analyses
them and passes Judgements on them. s main purposes
are to inform, influence or entertain the reader. It helps the
reader to recognize and understand the importance of the
problems and issues; it helps to shape up the public
opinion. '

Wadseley & Campbell (1964) define editorial as “the voice
of the newspaper; which reflects the policy of the
newspapers”.® He further explains the editorial of the
newspaper as “The newspaper’s editorial is known as the ”
opinion Leader”. The editorial of the newspaper serves as
an instrument for the editor to mould the public opinion. It
is true that the readers of the editorial comprise the small
group of the people but they are the educated and
influential persons™.!

We have reviewed the available literature on this subject.
The synthesis of the literature is that the policy of the
newspaper is reflected through the editorial page which is
also called opinion page. According to the internationai
ethics for the journalism, news contents must be published
correctly and objectivelv. News contents must  be
independent of the editorial policy.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK: The purposc of searching a
theoretical framework for a piece of research work is to
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find out a safer place where the researcher can put his or
her work so that it is not strayed in the mass body of
knowledge !'. Since social Science deals with human
society and studies social relationships 2 it is some times
not very easy to find a specific theoretical framework for a
research study undertaken in another society. In the tield of
mass communication, this situation becomes more complex
because mass communication deals with the mass media
but also studies psychology, philosophy, sociology,
economics, politics, culture and international
communication. That's -why mass communication is
considered interdisciplinary subject. The scholars from
other fields like sociology; philosophy, psychology,
cconomics, Political science, history and even literature
studied communication from the perspective of their
original subjects. But the problem is that they went back to
their respective fields without trying to integrate their
findings with other theorists **. Due to this attitude, no
integrated  approach ~ could  develop = in  mass
communication. Another problem that researcher of mass
media usually face, while writing a theoretical framework,
is that research in this field has not a much older tradition.
This starts by the end of world war-1'4.

It is not necessary that every research would be having a
specific kind of its theoretical framework; nevertheless it
may happen that it touches the boundaries of one and more
theories 15. Or only a part of a theory may be related to the
“research work. The same is the case with this study, The
Reflection of editorial policy on news contents: A study of
leading Pakistani dailies in the perspective of national and
international issues. So, let us have a glance on following
theories, which may partially provide a theoretical
framework for this study. (1). Concept of framing. (2).
Shoemaker’s concept of Organizational Ideology.
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CONCEPT OF FRAMING: - This concept implies that how
an event is portrayed in a particular story or article. The
notion of framing appears to be emerging as a significant
one in the mass communication theorization and
research.’® We have relateg our study with the concept of
framing because it is useful in studying the policy in the
editorials of the natienal dailies Jang, Nawa-1-Wagqt, The
Nation and The News regarding the selected categories
(issues), C.T.B.T, U.BL, P.P.P, PM.L (N), PIR.

SHOEMAKER'S CONCEPT OF ORGANIZATIONAL
IDEOLOGY: 7 It may also provide a theoretical framework
for this research. This concept is based on the ideology of |
media financier's ideas, introduced by Altschull (1984).
According to this idea the influence of the financier’s
ideology is necessarily direct. It operates through the entire
process of gathering, shaping and transmitting news.®
RESEARCH QUESTIONS, HYPOTHESES AND -
METHODOLOGY.

To study and evaluate the reflection of editorial policy on

news contents: A study of leadine Pakistani dailies m Hie

perspective of aational and international issues, following
questions are addressed. |

RESEARCH QUESTIONS: -

1. What is the editorial policy of the Daily Jang, The
Neas, Daily Nawa-i-Wagt and The Nation? Regarding,
the category (1) C.T.B.T,, (2) UBL, (3) PPP, (4) PML
(N), (5) PIR?

2. Is there any reflection of editorial policy of Daily
Jang, The News, Daily Nawa-i-Wagt, and The Nation
on their news contents? '

3. Is there any difference between the policy of English
and Urdu press regarding the categories under
study?
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To bring all the questions in logical consistency and
parsimonious form, the following hypotheses have been
made:

HYPOTHESES: -

1. Editorial policy is reflected in the news contents of
dailies.

2. Editorial policy of the English dailies i1s more

reflected in their news contents than that of the
Urdu dailies.

English press is more consistent in its editorial
policy on international issues.

METHODOLOGY: The employed methodology of tie study
is content analysis °. Unit of analysis?® used here is
editorials written on the categories under study (CIBT,
UBL, PPP, PML (N), PIR). In the study both quantitative
and qualitative methods of content analysis have been
used. Content analysis of four national dailies Daily Jang,
Daily Nawa-i-Wagt, Daily The News and The Nation is done.
Researcher emphasized only on  five national &
international categories. PPP & PML (N) are treated as
national issues whereas CTBT, UBL & PIR are considered
as international issues. The universe of study is spread over
from January to December 1999. Researcher only examined
a sample of three structured months. Editorial Policies of
(above mentioned) Urdu and English press is derived from
the editorials written on the categories under study.
Researcher considered the above mentioned categories on
the front and back pages of the newspapers and ranked
them on the three-point scale i-e: positive, negative, and
neutral. Category-wise coding scheme is considered on the
ground that if a newspaper in its editorials and news is
supportive to the viewpoint of the pro C.T.B.T countries
(US.A, USSR, France, China, & England) then it is
considered negative. If it is opposing them, then it is

L+
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positive because Pakistan is still reluctant to sign CTBT and
if it is impartial to both these extremes then it is considered
neutral. If a newspaper in its editorials and news is
supporting the USA's ideas of “Terrorist Usama” then it is
negative. If its editorials and news paint Usama as a
“Muslim Mujahid” then it is positive and if its editorials &
news are going in between these two ideas, then it is
neutral. If editorials and news of a newspapers are
supportive to the PPP (Benezir Bhutto (B.B), policies of B.B
as opposition leader and as chairperson of PPP then it is .
considered positive. If its editorials and news are opposite
to PPP (Policies of B.B as opposition leader and chairperson
of PPP) then it is considered negative and if they are partly
appreciating and partly criticizing or if some suggestions
are set forward for the improvement then it is neutral. If
editorials and news of a newspapers are supportive to the
PML (N), Policies of Nawaz Sharif as Prime minister of
Pakistan, President of Pakistan Muslim league Nawaz
group (PML (N)) then it is positive and if its editorials &
news are opposite of the above criteria then it 1s negative.
Likewise if its editorials or news are partly criticizing and
partly appreciating the PML (N) then it is neutral. If a
newspaper is supporting the traditional Pakistani
perspective on Pak-India relations, then it is considered
positive. If it is against to the traditional Pakistani
viewpoint then it.is negative and if its (newspaper’s)
editorials or news are in between these two viewpoints and
some suggestions for the Pak-India Relations are also given
then it is neutral. Here, traditional Pakistani perspective
means that India is considered as the biggest enemy ot
Pakistan who has wagged three declared wars against
Pakistan in 1948, 1965, 197121, And many undeclared wars
are also imposed. There are many disputed issues between
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the two countries like Kashmir, Kargill, cross border
terrorisim, distribution of water, smuggling etc.

For the reliable rescarch analysis, the researcher trained
three coders. Operational definitions, sample, category
schemes and ranking were explained for the coders to
make them thoroughly familiar with the study’s mechanics
and peculiarities™. For this, the researcher has planed
several lengthy training sessions in which sample contents
were  examined and coded. During  these sessions
definitions were revised, clarified the boundaries of the
categories and revamped coding sheets for the purpose of
working comfort of the coders. After this stage, a pilot
study with other set of trained coders was done to check
inter coder reliability. All collected data through coders
presented in the form of tables was researcher has
interpreted the data and drew the results. These results and
the quantitative analysis are followed by a thorough
qualitative analysis. Key categories® (CT.B.T, UB.L, P.P.P,
PML (N), PIR) of contents are identified and in these
categories the editorial policies of Daily Jang, Daily Nawa-i-
Waqgl, Daily The News and Daily The Nation are analyzed
and their reflection on news is also observed.

Table No. 1. Dhaily Jan
Categonics Editorials _ News
Positive Neutral Negative | Positive | Neutral | Negative

1 1.3 % - - 0.08% AEVERS 0.12%.
2 102 % - - L13= L % -

. 3 - 1.19% 1.47% D455 1.1y
1 - 0.63 % 621 " 0325 2 9% 2483
5 14 % 3 % 3% 3.5% 0.33% 1245

Fotal editerial space in Hhree structured months of 1999 (4590 ccm).
Total space of front and back pages in three structured months
of 1999 (77040 com).
-~ Category: 1. CTBT. 2. U.B.L. 3. PPP.

4. PML(N). 5. PILR '
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The table shows that for the category 1, Daily jang has
given 1.3 % space to the positive editorials while no space
has been given to neutral and negative editorials. In news
contents, Daily Jang has given 0.08% to positive news. For
the neutral news space was 0.03%. And 0.12% space has
been given to the negative news. For the category 2, Daily
Jang has given 1.02% space to the positive editorials and no
space to neutral and negative editorials. On the news pages
for the category 2 Jang has given 0.13% space to positive
news. [or the neutral news 0.004% space has been given.
And for the negative news there was no space given by
Datly. Jang. For the category 3 Daily Jang has not given any
space to the positive and neutral editorials. But for negative
editorials it has given 1.19% space. In news contents for the
same category [ang has given 1.47% space to the positive
news, 0.45% space to the neutral and 1.19% to the negative
news. For the category 4, Daily Jang has given no space to
positive editorials. It has given 0.63% space to neutral
editorials and 6.21% space to the negative editorials. On the
news pages for category 4, it has given 0.32% space to
positive news, 2.09% to the neutral news and 2.85% to the
negative news. For the category 5, Datly Jang has given 14%
space to positive editorials. It has given 4% space to the
neutral editorials and 2 % space to the negative editorials
while in news contents, tor the category 3, it has given 3.5%
space to the positive news, 0.33% space to the neutral news
and 1.24% space to the negative news.
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' Calepuries Editorials News
Mositive MNeutral Negative | Positive | Neutral | Negative
1 1.4 % - - (.36 % (L7 % 0T
) L 1.2% - - 0% | 0%
3 13 % - D 3% 1.2%
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Total editorial space in three structured months of 1999 (4230 comy),

Total space of front and back pages in three structured months

of 1999 (77040 ccm). ;

- Catepory: 1. CTBT. 2. UBL. 3 PPP.
4. PML (N). 5. PIR.

The above table reveals that the category 1, the News has
given 1.4% space to the positive editorials. This newspaper
has not given any space to the neutral and negative
editorials about category 1. In news contents it has given
0.36% space to positive news, 0.07% space to neutral news
and 0.36% to negative news. For the categorv 2, The News
has given 1.2% space to positive editorials while no space is
given to neutral and negative editorials. In news contents,
this newspaper has given 0.3% space to positive news and
(L35 space to neutral news while no space is given to the
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negative news. For the category 3, The News has given no
space to the positive editorials. It has given 1.3% space for
neutral editorials but for negative editorials, no space is
given. For the same category 3, in news contents The News
has given 1.7% space to the positive news, 0.3% space for
the neutral news and 1.2% space for the negative news. For
the category 4, The News has not given any space to the
positive editorials. It has given 1.6% space to the neutral
editorials and 8.7% to the negative editorials. While in
news contents, for the category 4, The News has given 0.3%
space to the positive News, 2.1% space to the neutral news
and 2.2% space to negative news. For the category 3, The
News has given no space to the positive editorials. But it
has given 0.99% space to the neutral editorials and 4.6%
space to the negative editorials. For the category 5, The
News has given 7.4% space to the positive news, 0.3% space
to the neutral news and 3.2% to the negative news. J
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Table No. 3

Categories

Reflection of Editorial Policy on New Contents

turials

The Nawa-i-Waqgt

MNows

Positive

Positive

Meutral

MNegative

1.73 %

Neutral

Negative

02%

ons % .,

03 %

55 %

0.2%

ol %

01 %

2.4 %

1%

03 %

21%

65 %

1%

13 %

&% %

B4 s

%

14%

Total editorial space in three structured months of 1999 (6120 ccm).
Total space of front and back pages in three structured months
of 1999 (68040 ccm).
~ Category:

2. UBL 3. PPP.

5. PIR

1. CTBI.

4. PML (N).
This table shows that the Nawa-i-Wagqt, for the category 1,
has given 1.75% space to the positive editorials, whereas no
space 15 given to neutral and negative editorials. On news
pages, it (Nawa-i-Waqt) has given 0.2% space to positive
news. 0.05% space to the neutral news and 0.3% space to
the negative news. For category 2, the Nuwa-i-Wagt has
given (0.85% space to positive editorials only and no space
is given to neutral and negative editorials, whereas it has
given 0.2% space to positive news, 0.01% space to the
neutral news and (0.1% space to the negative news. For the
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category 3, Nawa-i-Wagt has not given any space to positive
and neutral editorials. It has given 24% space to the
negative editorials only. In news contents it has given 1%
space to the positive news, 0.3% space to the neutral news,
and 2.1% space to the negative news. For the category 4, no
space is given to the positive editorials by the Nawa-i-Waqgt
whereas it has given 4% space to the neutral editorial and
6.5% space to the negative editorials. In news contents, the
Nawa-i-Wagt has given 1% space to posilive news, 1.3%
space to the neutral news, and 6.90% space to the negative
news. For category 5, the paper has given 20% space to the
positive editorials, 3% to the neutral editorials but no space
to the negative editorials. On the other hand the paper has
given 6.4% space to positive news, 0.6% space to the
neutral news and 1.4% space to the negative news for the
same category.

Table No. 4. The Nation
Editorials .

Categorics

Positive MNeutral iv Positive
27% - - 08 %

o %

0.7 % 0.85 %

- 27 %

118% 1.4 %

Total editorial space in tiree structured months of 19949 (3850 ccm).
Total space of front and back pages in three structured months
of 1999 (66780 ccm).
Category: 1. CTBT. 2. UBL 3. PPP.
4. PML(N). 5. PIR

This table shows that The Nation for the category 1, has
given 2.7% space to the positive editorials and no space "o
the neutral and negative editorials whereas, in news
contents, it has given 0.8% space to the positive news, 0.1%
space to the neutral news and 0.3% space to the negative
news. For the category 2, The Nation has given 0.6% space
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to the positive editorials and no space is given to the
neutral and negative editorials. In news contents 0.7%
space is given to positive news, 0.12% space to the neutral
news and 0.2% space to the negative news. For the category
3, this newspaper has given 0.7% space to the positive
editorials, 0.85% space to the neutral editorials and 1.7%
space to the negative editorials. In news contents The
Nation has given 1.2% space to the positive news, 0.2%
space to the neutral news and 2.3% space to the negative
news. For the category 4, The Nation has given no space to
the positive editorials. Whereas it has given 2.7% space to
the neutral editorials and 5% space to the negative
editorials. .In the news contents, for the category 4, The
Nation has given 2.1% space to the positive news, 0.4%
space to the neutral news and 2.4% space to the negative
news. For the category 3, The Nation has given 11.8% space
to the positive editorials, 1.04% space to the neutral
editorials and 2% space to the negative editorials whereas
in news contents, The Nafion has given 3.7% space to the
positive news, 0.5% space to the neutral news and 2.6%
space to the negative news for the same category.
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Table No. 5 ENGLISH PRESS
Newspa THE NEW5 THE NATION
Categor Positive | MNeutral | Negative | Positive | Neutral | Negalive
1 14% . - 27% . -
2 1.2% = . 0.6% - .
3 - 1.3 % - 0.7% 0.85% 1.7%
-4 - 1.6% 57% - 2.7 % 3%
3 0.99% 4.6% C11.8% 1A% 2%

The table cited above indicates that the dailies “The News"
and “ The Nation” have given 1.4% and 2.7% space to the
category 1, on editorial pages respectively. Space given was
clearly positive. For category 2, The News has given 1.2%
and The Nation has given 0.6% space to the. positive
editorials. For 3 category The News has given 1.3% space
to the neutral editorial, no space was given to the positive
and negative editorials. While The Nation has given 0.7% to
positive editorials, 0.85% to the neutral editorials and 1.7%
to the negative editorials. For category 4, The News has
given 1.6% to neutral editorials and 87% to negative
editorials while The Nation has given 2.7% to neutral and
5% to negative editorials. Both newspapers gave no space
to positive editorials on this category. On category 5, The
News has given 0.99% to neutral and 4.6% to negative
editorials while no space was given to positive editorials.
On the other hand The Nation has given 11.8% t§ positive
editorials, 1.04% and 2% space to neutral andZnegative
editorials respectively. )
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Table No. 6 URDU PRESS
Mewspa DAILY JANG DAILY Natwa-i-Wagt
Catepori us* Positive | INeutral Nepabive Positive | MNeulral Megative
1 1.3 % - 1.73 % -
2 1.02 % - 0.85 % -
3 - - 1.2 % - - 2.4 %
1 - 0.63 % 6.21% - 4% 6.5 %
5 14 % 4% 2% 20 % 3% -

The table shows that the daily Jang and daily The Nawa-i-
Wigt have treated the category 1 and 2 positively. Both
newspapers have given 1.3%, & 1.75%, & 1.02% and 0.85%
to the categories 1 and 2 respectively. In both newspapers
category 3 was treated negatively. Daily Jang has given 1.2
% space while The Nawa-i-Wagt has given 2.4% space. On
category 4, no editorial was written positively by both
newspapers. Daily Jang has given 0.63% and 6.21% to the
neutral and negative editorials respectively and daily The
Nawa-i-Wagt has given 4% and 6.5% to the neutral and
negative editorials respectively. For category 5 Daily Jang
has given 14%, 4% and 2% to positive, neutral and negative
editorials respectively and The Nawa-i-Wagt has given 20%
and 3% to the positive and neutral editorials respectively.
No negative editorials was written on this category.
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DISCUSSION:

- After the analysis of the data we can observe that Daily Jang
had firm editorial policy about the categories under study.
Although apparently, it seemed that it was a liberal and
commercial newspaper with flexible policy . As on
categories 1 (CTBT) and 2 (U.B.L), Daily Jang was firmly at
positive end in its editorials. But both categories were less
discussed in editorials. The strong positive editorial policy
of “Jang” on CT.B.T. was reflected through following
words of editorials. |

CTBT) empldiuzy SHUAEL LR GBI T (C TR TV

But this positive reflection of the editorial policy was
consistent only in presentation of news contents of 2nd
category. While on category 1, this positive reflection of
editorial policy was not observed, as Daily Jang gave more
than half of the total space on news pages to the negative
news contents. _
On categories 3 (PPP) & 4 (PML (N) editorial policy was
again clear, that was openly negative. Following topics &
paragraphs of editorial showed the Jang’s policy clearly.

(PPP) ¥\ poestiude fatul Finfu

PML(N) T Ay R L

(PML(N)) 2 B o s R i

Pune gt Qum e St PTG BN B M Sorn £ 2 VF e
Pl Jx LBttt esse ot GEFFRLIL o dx
(PML(N) 2 Ce bt tbniad WALy iU/

(PML (N)) %0 o tonfi e o T
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Reflection of this negative policy on news contents of
categories 3 & 4 was elusive as in category 3 space given to
the positive and negative news contents was almost equal
and in category 4, space given to the negative and neutral
was approximately equal. Daily Jang gave much
importance to these categories in news contents than in
editorials. It published one editorial on PPP, but published
news were more than one hundred. The same policy was
carried on for the category 4. Most of the news were In
boxes but negative news about PML (N) were not only in
“box"” but head lines of these news were screened also. This
showed that Daily Jang had highlighted the negative news
about the category. Depth of the headlines of negative
news about the category 4 was also more than that of the
positive news.

Most emphasized category in Daily Jang was No. 5. (Pak-
India Relations) Editorial policy was clearly positive. A lot
of space was given to this category in editorials as well as
in news contents. A numbers of news consisting of leads
and super-leads were published on this category.

- Reflection of strong positive editorial policy was easily seen
on news contents. News of this category were also
displayed along with photographs and screened headlines.
Which shows enthusiasm of the paper in this category.
Single column news were always in boxes. On Kargil
crises, most of the news were displayed on upper half of
the front or back pages, enclosed in a “big box". The news
about Kashmir issues were mostly with photographs,
cartoons and maps. These were highlighted with hollow
and screened headlines and margin lines.

Daily The News had a visible positive editorial policy for
the category 1 & 2. But these categories were rarely
‘discussed in editorials. Reflection of this positive editorial
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policy was easily observed in news contents. As daily The
News gave no place for negative news on category 2. While
on category 1 negative news stories were presented but
comparatively in small space.

Category 3 (PPP) was also a less discussed one in editorials.
Policy of the editorials on this category was neutral. But
this neutral editorial policy was not reflected in news
contents. Most of the news contents were ranked as
positive and negative. Space given to neutral news was
relatively small.

Category 4 (PML (N) was a little bit more discussed
category in editorials. Editorial policy was clearly negative
on this category. Negative policy was clearly reflected from
following lines of the editorials.

“Firing Karam Dad mosque (a small mosque in a remote
village) Government. fails to stop sectarian militants.” ¥

“Gallop Survey: Nawaz Sharif regime failed to gi{re relief to
public and to achieve the target to reduce poverty, which
means policy failure.” 32

Reflection of this negative policy was clearly observed on
news contents. But besides the negative news to some
extent equal neutral news were also found, having almost-
equal space of the negative news.

Daily The News was the only newspaper, which has
negative editorial policy about the category 5 (Pak-India
Relations). In its editorials The News commonly
emphasized on the good relations with India due to the
economic crises, it also appreciated the Lahore Pact. In
short, daily The News has not supported the traditional
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Pakistani perspective of Pak-India relations. This negative
policy was shown in these lines of editorial “ Mr. Vajpaye’s
remarks are an indication of what the Indians really mean
by agreeing to discuss the Kashmir issue, there should be
no illusion in Islamabad about the beginning of a new
chapter in Pak-India relation 33.”

Daily The News was the only newspaper, which has
negative editorial policy about the category 5 (Pak-India
Relations). In its editorials The News commonly
emphasized on the good relations with India due to the
economic crises. [t also appreciated the Lahore Pact. In
short, daily The News has not supported the traditional
Pakistani perspective of Pak-India relations. This negative
policy was shown in these lines of editorial “Mr. Vajpaye’s
remarks are an indication of what the Indians really mean
by agreeing to discuss the Kashmir issue, there should be
no illusion in Islamabad about the beginning of new
chapter in Pak-India Relation®".

But this negative editorial policy was not reflected on news
contents. As The News had given double space to the
positive news contents than that of the negative news.

Daily Nawa-i-Wagt had also firm editorial policies on
categories under study. “Reflection of editorial policy on
news contents” was visible in Nawa-i-Wagi. As on
categories 1 & 2 Nawa-i-Wagt had a clear-cut positive
editorial pelicy. This positive editorial policy was shown
through the following editorials on category 1 & 2.
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This strong positive editorial pelicy was not fully reflected
in news contents regarding category 1. As newspaper had
given almost equal space to the positive and negative news
contents. Most of the news about the category were
published on front pages of this daily. Almost all the
positive news about category 1 were in “box”. While on
category 2, the reflection of editorial policy was more than
that of category 1. Nawa-i-Waqt had published negative
news about the category but most of these were on back
pages of the newspaper. These negative news were
published on lesser space as compared to positive news on

the same category. |

On categories 3 & 4, The Nawa-i-Wagt had a strong negative
editorial policy. The strong negative editorial policy of
Nawa-i-Wagt can be clearly seen through these topics of the
editorials about the category 3 & 4
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Reflection of this negative editorial policy of Nawa-i-Wagt
on news about both categories was much clear. Yet it was
worth noticing that although Nawa-i-Wagt had a strong
negative editorial policy about the category 3 & 4. This
policy was visible on news contents but it had published
colored photographs of Benezire Bhutto and Nusrat Bhutto
not only with their news stories but also without any
newsworthy item Nawa-i-Wagt had published most of the
positive news of PPP in “box”. The same policy was shown
in presentation of news stories of category 4. Editorial
policy was negative and reflected clearly on news contents.
But it seemed that Nawa-i-Wagt had a soft corner for Chief
Minister Shahbaz Sharif as most of the positive news about
category 4 belonged to Shahbaz Sharit. In editorial, Nawa-i-
Wagt had used soft words for him as:

PML(N)*2- - __ AL b i A 6K S tey

In this editorial although Nawa-i-Wagt had criticized the
policy of Shahbaz but it had used low tone & soft phraqes
But in an editorial bout Nawaz Sharif Nawa-i-Wagt
addressed him as.

PMLIN o e e e AT 0 o b

The policy difference of Nawa-i-Wagt about two leaders of
PML (N) was clear.

About category 5, positive editorial policy of Nawa-i-Waqt
was very clear. As Nawa-i-Wagt had given a lot of space to
this category in its editorials in the month of July 1999,
Natwa-i-Wagt had discussed this category in its editorials
continuously for eleven days.

Naiwa-i-Wagf had given much more importance to this
category as compared to other understudy newspapers,
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this open positive editorial policy was depicted through
following topics and statements of the editorials.

(PIRY™_ - Loty P ds

(PIRYS - oz 3 e uj'ﬁ':dt'i"
r"._-i__.'.'..-E}lJ|11.£'fr£-.._ﬂ'i?:'n:ﬂilﬁﬁihuu{fwulfL-"Erﬂ..L.E;-JhﬁJ'g:.fiff.r_;'l‘TJ;ffffbﬁL :

£ isfmde S i sk F e e S o/ oy e e fi

Lo rFun LB S ontain ,J'iu'#’-’..li_;;'.;_-,;uﬂ_s,-ﬂiu_: e enlchds g

(PIR)* oo St e LA e e Sl ;..'J.Ff;jf:-iéi

This open positive policy was reflected clearly in news
contents. As Nawa-i-Waqt had given negligible space to
negative and neutral news. Most of the negative news
about the category were published on back pages of the
newspaper. News stories about Kashmir and Kargil were
mostly published on front pages with colored photographs
More than 50% leads and super leads of Nawa-i-Wagt were
from the news stories of category 5.

After the resolution of the factual information it can be
synthesized that the daily The Nation had a stipulated
editorial policy. The Nation was most consistent in
reflection of its editorial policy on news contents as
compared to all newspapers under study. On category 1 &
2 editorial policy of The Nation was purely positive. As it
can be noticed from following sentences of the editorial of
the daily The Nation. The choice is not simply signing or
not signing CTBT, the choice lies between further load of
debt dependency and in security on one hand and self
reliunce, national pride and sovereignty on the other hand.
We want our leaders to take a_logical stand. We are not
opposed to the treaty, we are against the discrimination
like all peace loving nations of the world, we too want to
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see the elimination of the nuclear weapons but from the
whole of the world and not from Pakistani arsenal alone?””,

The positive editorial policy on category 2 might be
observed from these lines of the editorial written about
Usama Bin Ladin.

“Usama an other Sala-u-Din Ayubbi who is unfortunately
facing worse and powerful enemy than the former one
had"#%.

Reflection of this positive editorial policy of The Nafion on
news contents was clear. Both the categories were treated
on news pages very positively. Although space was also
given to the negative and neutral news but the total sum of
the space given to negative & neutral news was less than
the half of the space given to positive category.

On categories 3 & 4 editorial policy was negative. This
negative editorial policy was perceived through following
lines of the editorials about category 3“. . . she put her fight
in the line of five. And for that she can only blame
herself+".

Negative editorial policy for category 4 was seen in these
lines:

“The provinces of Sindh, which is the second larges unit of
the federation cannot be kept deprived of an elected
administration for long. Mr. Ghous Ali Shah ( P.M advisor
on Sindh) has to decide now whether partial election as
concerned by him are at all possible in near future, or
whether province wide fresh elections be conducted. But
" national interest demands the installation of a
representative government at the earliest. The more the
matter is delayed, the greater the complications that Mr.
Shah will have to face™.
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Following topic of the editorial also makes clear the
negative editorial policy of the newspaper about category
4.

“] am innocent”, says Nawaz".

The reflection of negative editorial policy of The Nation was
reflected on its news contents on categories 3 & 4. But a
small space was also given to the positive and neutral
news.

About category 5, positive editorial policy of The Nation
was very clear. But The Nation had given less space to this
category as compared to the Nawa-i-Wagqt. Positive editorial
policy of The Nation can be seen through these lines of the
editorial in which the open negative response on the
statement of The Prime Minister Mr. Vajpayee was given
by the newspaper.

“He said that, Pakistan should know that if we can extend
the hand of friendship, we can also teach it a lesson. He, it
seems spoke in haste. Probably he did not have time to
consult the balance sheet of gains and losses that his
military provided him. We think that it is not right to boast
about what a few hundred freedom fighters did in the
matter of teaching a lesson2".

Data suggest that reflection of editorial policy of The Nation
on its news contents on category 5 but this newspaper had
also given converage.to the negative & neutral news on
category 5 but this newspaper had also given coverage to
the negative & neutral news.

RESULTS: (1) Editorial policy of the “Daily Jang™ was
very positive for category 1, as it opposed the opinion of 5
leaders of the pro-CTBT countries (America, Russia, China,
England and France). Daily Jang had published one
editorial, that was positive, having 1.3% of the total space
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(4590 C.Cm). On category 2 “Daily Jang” had published
only one editorial that was positive and having the space
1.02%. It has depicted Usama Bin Ladin as an Islamic Hero,
so we may say the policy is positive. Daily Jang's editorial
policy was negative on category 3, as it does not support
the opinion of Benazir and PPP. Only one editorial was
published, that was negative and occupied that 1.2% space
of the total. On the category 4, “Daily Jang” had published
total five editorials, having 6.8% of the total space, of which
one was neutral and 4 were negative, having space 0.63%
and 6.2% respectively.

Thus we may say that the editorial policy of Jang was
negative on this category. Total 17 editorials, having 20% of
total space were published on category 5, of these, 12
editorials having space 14% were positive, 3 editorials
having space 4% were neutral and editorial having 2 %
space were negative. So, policy on this category was alsp
clear, that was positive.

Editorial policy of “The News” on category 1, was almost
same as the editorial policy “Daily Jang”. It had also
published only one editorial on this category. Editorial
published was positive and having 1.4% of the total space
(4230 c. cm). As daily “The News” had portrayed Usama-
Bin-Ladin as a Muslim Mujahid” so the editorial policy of
the newspaper under study was clearly positive. Space
given to this category on editorial page was 1.2% of tne
total space. On this category, daily The News had a different
policy than that of the daily “Jang”. Daily Jang had a clear
positive editorial policy on this category but daily “The
News” had a neutral editorial policy on 37 category. It gave
1.3% of the total space. Daily The News gave a special
attention to category 4, because it gave more than 10% of
the total space to this category. Editorial policy of
Newspaper under study was loudly negative as it had
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given 8.7% space to the negative editorials out of 10% total
space given to the category on editorial pages and only
1.6% space to the neutral editorials. Daily The News gave
less importance to category 5 as compared to the neutral
editorials. Daily Tie News gave less importance to category
5 as compared to “The Daily Jang”. Daily The News had
given 1/4'% space as compared to “Daily Jang” to category
5. It had given 5.6% of the total space to this category.
Space given to negative editorials was 4.6% while to
neutral editorials only 1% space was given. This Shows the
open negative policy of the newspapers. On category 1,
two editorials have been published by Nawa-i-Wagt. Both
are positive and had 1.7% of the total space (6120 ¢.cm).
This showed that the Nawa-I-Wagt's editorial policy was
fairly positive. Nawa-i-Wagt had published only one
editorial on category 2. Space given to this category was
0.85% of the total space i.e. (6120 c.cm). Nawa-i-Waqt brings
forth Usama Bin Ladin as Muslim “Mujahid” and openly
opposed American’s viewpoint about Usama as a
“terrorist”. So, the policy of Nawa-i-Waqt was clearly
positive Nawa-i-Waqt had published 3 editorials on 3
category. These were negative, having 24% of the total
space. These all editorials were negative on category under
study, because Nawa-i-Waqgt strongly criticized people’s
party & Benazir Bhutto. On this category 4, Nawa-i-Wagt
had published 11 editorials which were 10.5% of the total
space i.e. (6120 c.cm), 7 editorials were negative, having
space 6.5% and 4 were neutral having space 4%. So we can
say that Nawa-i-Waqt's editorial policy was negative on
category 4. On category 5, total 27 editorial had been
published which had 23% of the total space. Out of the 23%
total space, 20% was given to positive editorials. This ratio
showed positive editorial policy of Nawa-i-Wagl for 5t
category. The Nation had published 3 editorials on
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category 1. All were positive as these strongly opposed the
five leaders of CTBT. Space given to these editorials was
2.7% of the total space i.e. (53850 c.cm). So editorial policy of
The Nation was clearly positive on the category under
study. On category 2, The Nation had published only one
editorial, having space 0.6% of the total. This alone editorial
was clearly positive. So we may say that editorial policy on
the category was positive. Total 4 editorials were published
on 3« category. 3.28% space, was given to this category.
From this 3.28% space 0.7% was given to the positive,
0.85% to neutral and 1.7% to the negative editorials. These
percentages showed the negative policy of The Nation on
this category. The Nation had published 9 editorial on
category 4. Space given to this category was 7.8%. Out of
this 2.7% was given to neutral editorials and 5% was to
negative editorials. This showed the loud negative policy of
The Nation. On category 5, 16 editorials were published.
Space given to this category was 14.9%, out of this 11.8%
was given to the positive editorial only 1% space was given
to neutral and 2% was given to negative editorials. This
showed positive editorial policy of The Nation on Category
5 But The Nation had given lesser space to this category in
its editorials as compared to the daily Nawa-i-Wagt,
although the policy was same. (See table 1,2,3 and 4)

(2)  The category No. 1 was discussed in editorial only
once in our whole sample. That editorial had 58 c. cm
(1.3%) space, out of the total space 4590 ¢. cm in the whole
period . The only editorial on the category was positive.
Where as 13 news, having total space 177 ¢. cm’ had been
published on front & back pages of the paper which was
0.23% of the total space i.e. 77040 ¢. cm, space given to the
positive news was 0.08%, neutral news were 0.03% and
negative news were 0.12%. So, more than 50% space is
given to the negative news. These news were the
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statements of the nuclear powers and projected the policy
of USA, China, France, UK and Russia. This reflects that
though in editorial. The “Daily [ang” has supported the
category 1 but this support was not reflected in the news
contents.

On the category 2 “Daily Jang” had published one editorial,
having space 47 ¢. cm (1.02%) of the total space. The
editorial was positive. On the other hand, Jang had
published 10 news on the category 2, space given to this
news was 101 c. cm (0.13%) of the total space. Out of this
space 0.12% was given to positive news and 0.01% space
was given to the neutral news. This indicates that the
editorial policy of the “Daily Jang” on the category under
study was positive and its reflection on the news contents
of front and back pages was consistent with its editorial
policy.

On category 3 “Daily Jang” had published single editorial,
having space 55 c. cm i.e. 1.2% of the total space. The alone
-editorial was negative which showed the negative policy of
the Newspaper. While daily Jang had published 145 news
on category 3, space given to the category was 3.12% of the
total space. Out of which 1.47% space was given to the
positive news, 0.45% space was given the neutral news and
1.19 space was given to the negative news. So it might be
said that. editorial policy was reflected in news contents.
Which was negative in editorial policy and in news
contents. But newspapers had given 147% space to
positive news. This shows that newspaper is not consistent
in its policy.

“ Daily Jang™ had published 5 editorials on the category
No. 4, space given to them was 6.8% of the total space. Out

of this space 6.2% was given to the negative editorials and
0.63% to the neutral editorial. This showed that editorial
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policy was clearly negative to the category 4. while on the
other hand “Daily Jang” had given 5.26% of total space to
the 207 news published on the category 4. out of this 2.85%
space was given to the negative news and 2.09% was given
to the neutral news, only 0.32% space was given to positive
news. All these facts show that Daily Jang’s negative
editorial policy was reflected on news contents. Though it
had given some space to the neutral and positive news as
well. Reflection of editorial policy was not consistent. This
varies from newspaper to newspaper and even from issue
to issue in one newspaper.

As Daily Jang had given 20% space to category 5 in
editorials. Out of that 14% space was given to the positive
editorials. This showed the clear positive editorial policy of
the newspaper. While on news contents, although policy
was positive but space given to the positive news was 3.5%
and to the negative news was 1.2% of the total space. This
shows that Jang gave more importance to the category in its
editorials but this policy was not consistent in news
contents. But positive editorial policy was not clearly
reflected on news contents.

Editorial policy of daily The News on category 1 was clearly
positive, as it had published one positive editorial having
1.4% of the total space (4230 c. cm). No neutral or negative
editorial was published on editorial pages of The News in
the whole sample. This positive editorial policy was clearly
reflected through news cantent on front and back pages of
the newspaper under study. As it had published positive
news on (.56% space out of 0.99% space given to category
1. But it also had published negative news on (.36% space.
Which was almost 1/3 of the total space given to the
category 1 on news pages.

52




Irem Sultana

While on category 2, daily The News had not only clear
positive editorial policy but this positive editorial policy
was not reflected on news contents. As it had published
one positive editorial having space 1.2% of the total space.
To the news contents of this category newspaper had given
0.37% of the total space (77040 c. cm). Qut of this total space
0.3% was given to positive news content and only 0.03%
space was given to the neutral news contents. The data
suggest that editorial policy of newspaper was strongly
reflected through news contents.

Daily The News had a clear neutral editorial pﬂllc}r about
category 3. As it had published one neutral editorial,
having space 1.3% of the total space. No positive or
negative editorials were published in our sample of the
study. While in news, daily The News had given only 0.3%
space to the neutral news out of 3.41% space given to the
category 3 on news pages, 1.7% space was given to positive
news. So we can say that editorial policy of The News was
not reflected on news contents of the category 3.

Editorial policy was clearly negative about category 4. As
The News had given 8.7% space to negative editorials out of
total given space (10.41%) to this category. But this
negative editorial policy was not very much clear on news
pages because during presentation of the news contents
daily The News had given almost equal space to the neutral
news also. The News had given total 4.9% space to the
category 4. Out of this total space 2.2% space was given to
negative news and 2.1% space was given to the neutral
news.

Positive editorial policy was clearly reflected on news
contents of The News about category 5. But The News had.
given 3.2% space to the negative news and 0.3% to neutral
news about category 5, out of 11.5% total space. Space
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given to the positive news (7.4%) had shown the reflection
of the positive editorial policy on news contents very
clearly.

Editorial policy of Nawa-i-Wagt was openly positive on
category 1. As newspaper gave 1.75% of the total space
(6120 €. cm) to this category. All space was given. to
positive editorial. On the other hand, although the positive
editorial policy was reflected through news contents yet
space amount given to this category was small. Almost
equal space was given to the positive and negative news
too. Daily Nawn-i-Wagt had given only 0.58% of the total
space (68040 c. cm) to category 1 on news pages. Out of this
small space, 0.2% was given to positive news and 0.3% was
given to negative news. This slight difference between two
ratios expressed that editorial policy was not fully and
strongly followed during the presentation of news
contents. ' -

Almost same editorial and news policies for category 1
were followed by the Nawa-i-Wagt for category 2. On
editorial pages total space for this category was 0.85%
which was completely given to positive viewpoint. While
on news pages there was a small space difference between
positive and negative news contents. Nawa-i-Wagt had
given 0.2% space to the positive news and 0.1% space to the
- negative news.

Negative editorial policy of Nawa-i-Wagt for category 3 was
clearly reflected through news contents. Because on
editorial pages Nawa-i-Waqt had given 24% of the total
space to this category, all given space was for positive
policy. On news pages total space given to this category
‘'was 3.36%. Out of this total space 2.1%, 1% and 0.3% spaces
-were given to the negative, positive and neutral news
- contents respectively.
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for the category 4 editorial policy was again negative and .
reflected clearly. through news contents. Daily Nawa-i-Waqt
had given 6.5% space to the negahve ranhk out of 10.5% of
total space given to the category 4. Thisgshowed the
negative editorial policy of the newspaper abbut category
4. This negative, editorial policy was Joudly reflected
through news contents. As Nafva-i-Wagt had given 6.9%
space to the negative news contents out of 8.35% of total
space. Nawa-i-Waqt also had published pusltwe (1 m] and -
neutral (1.3%) news contents.

Editorial policy of Nawa-i-Waqgt was openly positive on
category 5. As it had given 20% space out of 23% total
space for the category to positive editorials and only 3%
was given to neutral editorials. This positive editorial
pulicy was fully and strongly reflected through news
contents. Because Nawa-i-Wagt had given 6.4% space to the
positive news contents. Total space given to this category
was 8.238%. Only 1.4% and 0.6% space was given to the
negative and nedtral news respectively.

~ The Nation’s editorial policy was positive on category 1. As
The Nation’s editorial policy opposed the five leaders of
CT.B.T. It gave the ‘2.7% space to the category in its
editorials. All space given was positive. On the other hand
it gave 1.3% of the total space (66780 ¢. cm) to the category
in its news contents. Out of this 0.8% space was given to
‘the positive news contents, 0.1% was given to the neutral
and 0.3% was given to the negative news contents. So, it
seemed that although editorial’s positive policy was
retlected through news contents but in editorials 2.7% was
given to positive editorial and on news pages only 0.8%
space was given to positive news. The difference between
both ratios showed the editorial policy was not stmngl}
followed in news contents.
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On category 2 editorial policy of the newspaper was again
positive. And we find this positive reflection in news
contents. As out of 0.97% total space, positive news had
(.7% while neutral news had (.12 and negative news had
0.2% space. So we can say that The Nation about category 2
was negative and The Nation’s negative editorial policy
seemed consistent on news contents.

On editorial pages total 3.28% space was given to category
3 out of this total space (.7% was positive, 0.85% was
neutral ‘and 1.7% was negative. On the news pages total
space given to the category was 3.65%, out of this total
space 1.2% was given to positive news, 0.2% was given to
neutral news, 2.3% was given to negative news.

In editorials The Nation gave 7.8% space to the category 4,
out of which 5% space was given to negative editorial,
which showed clear negative editorial policy of the
newspaper on this category. We could not find this clear
negative policy reflected on news contents, as it gave total
5% space to the category out of this total space 2.1% was
given to positive news and 2.4% was given to negative
news. '

As The Nation, had given 15% space of the total to category
5. In its editorials out of this total space 11.8% space was
given to positive editorial. This showed clear positive
editorial policy of the newspaper. The same policy was
reflected on its news contents. Although it gave less space
8.8% to the category as compared to the editorial space i.e.
15% but space given to the positive news was 5.7%. That
showed the reflection of editorial policy on news contents.
The Nation also had published 2.6% negative news and
0.5% neutral news (see table no 1,2,3 and 4)

(3) - Actually category 1, is least discussed in almost all,
_the newspapers. But whatsoever, all newspapers have
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discussed this category iri their editorials very positively.
Ditference in English ( The News, The Nation) and Urdu
(Daily Jang and Daily Nawa-i-Waqt) press’ policy lies in
the space given to the categories. Urdu press has given
lesser space in its editorials than that of the English press.
Categories 2, 1s also less discussed category in all
newspapers, but it i~ discussed positively too. More or less
the policy of Urdu and English press seems to be same on
this categt}r}r, as both types of press have given same space
and positive response to this category. On category 3, both
type of the press ( English and Urdu) have clear difference.
As Urdu press has given less space and has clear negative
editorial policy for this categur}f while English press has
given more space but their puhc}* seems to be neutral
Though slight. margin is found* between space given to
neutral and negative ranks of editorials. On Category 4, the
policy of both press is fairly negative but a slight difference
" appears in space given to the category in editorials. As
English press gave more space to this category than Urdu
press, so we may say there is a minor difference in policies
of both type of press on this category. Category 5 is the
most discussed category in all the newspapers. All
newspapers have positive editorial policy to this category.
Comparatively Urdu press has given much space to this
category and its positive inclination is also greater than
English press. Though the policy of English press is also
fairly positive yet over all space given to this category was
lesser than that of Urdu Pres. (see table no. 5 and 6)

CONCLUSION: Keeping in view all the discussion
about the editorial policies of the newspapers on news
contents, the researcher is now able to discuss the
hypotheses of this study. First hypothesis seems to be

proved because the editorial policy of the newspapers is
generally reflected in the news contents. But it does not
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mean that the newspapers have not given the coverage to
issues, which were against their editorial puliu_:j:rr. . The
newspaper rather maintained their objectivity in coverage
of issues (Categories) under 5t"u¢..1:,',_.Ecrr example, all the
dailies, included -in study, have positive editorial policy
regarding CTBT (Category 1) but still they have equally
accommodated the point of view, which was negatne frw::um
the perspective of ed1turlal standpoint. S

Second hypothesis seems to be d15?,ppmued because
researcher could not observe any change.in the pattern
mentioned in h}’pﬂfhi—.‘ﬁlb The reflection of the editorial
policy is visible in news contents of both the press [ Engllbh
& Urdu) without any exceptmn

Third hypothesis also seems to be disapproved. As the .
editorial policy of the English press, was reflected on its
news contents regardless of national or international issues.

There are generally two views of the communication. One
is called transmissional view and other is ritual view>3. The
bottom line of the transmissional view is that it treats
information as an inanimate commodity and its function is
to transmit a piece- of jinformation from one place to
_another. This view also emphasizes on the concept of
- objectivity. On the -.other hand ritual view of
communication sees- the information as a cultural
commodity which has its peculiar constitution. The
purpose of the communication under this view is to create
commonness between the media & their audience. With
these views in mind this study reveals that the dailies
under study seem to follow the transmissional view which
is the dominant view through out the democratic world.
Meaning there by, that newspapers have reflection of their
editorial policy on news contents but they do have
accommodated the news that were against their editorial
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policy. With this general trend, there was, however, an
exception in case of Pak-India relations (Category 5). In this
particular category, the reflection of editorial policy of
almost all the dailies was observed in their news contents.

[t is astonishing to note that the editorial policies of dailies,
under study, are straight away negative towards the ruling
party PML (N) anc: the Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif. The negative editorial policies of newspapers were
also reflected in their news contents.

In the light of facts, results and discussion of the bfud‘.,
researcher has come to a lﬂngstandmg debate, which has
continued for many vears over the definitions of what
constitutes a responsible role for the journalist. The debate
invalid to polar values often posed as questions. (1) should
the journalist be neutral observer, an impartial
transmission link dispensing information to the public? or
(2) Should he or she be a participant, play a more active
role by interpreting and interrelating the information he or
she reports? In the neutral image, news are seen to emerge
naturally from the events and occurrences of the real world
with the journalist as a spectator, faithfully and accurately
reporting what he or she observes. The journalist’s
relationship to information is thus.one of detachment and
neutrality. In the participant image, the journalist must
play a more active, watchdog role, assuming a personal
responsibility for the information he or she reports.
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