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Abstract

Ballads have prevailed in Sindhi culture since centuries.
They have their origin in collective aspirations and-cravings of
masses. The current paper presents an overview of the ballads of
Sheikh Ayaz — a poet whose work is steeped in aesthetics and
carries intuitive qualities. His ballads have a magical quality that
mesmerizes his readers. Leaving the subject maner aside, one is
amazed his diction, reflecting imagination at its peak. While read-
ing his folk ballads and folk lore one can feel his strong sense of
attachment with his native culture. He has not only used obsolete
words beautifully but has also fortified the tradition of using the
language of common man. His poetry is representative of the
Sindhi socio-cultural values that mirror typical Sindhi environ-
ment.

Having grip on different languages, Ayaz was well versed
in ancient Indian poetry, like the poetry of Miran Bai, Soordas (a
poet of Bhagti movement), Buddhist thinkers, Narpathi Malh po-
ets and many more. His ballads revolve around the theme of en-
durance, parting revolution, and revolt. There is purity of feelings,
emotions, truthfulness of thought and simplicity in his ballads.

Before Ayaz, we discover three approaches in Sindhi bal-
lad: Folk ballad, Academic ballad & ballads that followed the
Persian style. Sheikh Ayaz didn’t follow the suit of his predeces-
sors and contemporaries. He increased the perimeter of subjects,
bestowed maturity to the accent, and increased depth of thought
content and emotions. Usually, Sindhi ballad and Sindhi tradition
include natural collectivism expressed in feminine style, through
the voice of a woman. But ballads of Ayaz depict masculine at-
tributes too. He presents feelings of a rustic girl in its pure form
along with his expression of libido, which lends masculine colour
and splendour to his poetry. In fact, Ayaz has presented points of
present in postulates of past. Ayaz’s ballad bear testimony to the
fact that he holds a strong position in the field of Sindhi literature.
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