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Abstract

The term “Progressive” acquired a totally new meaning
through out the world after the “Soviet revolution”.

This revolution changed the whole world .inregard to the
arts, politics, and social issues/trends also it changed the attitudes
and tendencies of the people from different aspects.

The whole world was divided into two-schools of thought.
Particularly in Sindh there was a new turn in.Sindhi literature.
Due to this it became necessary for Sindhi-writers to make the
people rise up against the class system in-the world at that time.
Sindhi writers began to lead the commaon people. They made peo-
ple conscious against the class system.

After the Second World War the young writers began to
preach progressivism with zeal and zest. In 1945 the progressive
writers laid the foundation of this organization. The first secretary
of the organization was Gobind Malhi. This organization used to
hold the meeting every weekend and in the background of this
thought the criticism was.made by the members of the group.

After the partition of the subcontinent development of
progressive literature was negatively affected while conservative
writers’ organization continued to work in their own direction.

In 1954, the communist party was banned by the Govern-
ment of Pakistan. Consequently the progressive writers’ organiza-
tion was also-banned. Hence a new organization in the name of
Sindhi Adabi Sangat was organized.

Due to “One Unit” a new spirit got revived and especially
Sindhi writers struggled to give recognition to the language and
culture of Sindh. The main personalities who came forward for
this cause were Shaikh Ayaz, Ayaz Qadri, Rasheed Bhatti, Siraj,
Ibrahim Joyo, Sobho Giyanchandani and others.

Gradually the branches of “Sindhi Adabi Sangat” were
established in every town and city and “Sangat” still continues to
work
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“Russian Revolution did stir the common masses for the entire world.
Even the intellectual world could not fail to take a note of it, some of whom were
deeply impressed by the revolutionary ideas generated by-the. victory of the
Russian Revolution.

The progressive trend in the literary movement.in Sindh was a part of
this influence. Proclaiming their commitment to the cause of the common man,
the progressive writers were of the opinion that literary writing should depict the
sorrows and joys of the people who have been denied all the good things of life.
The progressive writers accepted the theory of classes in the society and dedi-
cated themselves to the exposure of this-cruel, unjust class-ridden society by
champoning the cause of the down trodden. On the political plane also they took
a partisan stand to side with the proletarian causes. They talked about the duties
of a writer to the common man, his conscious effort and social responsibility of
fighting for the poor and promoting a better and just society through the creative
art. These ideas were sacred to them and they upheld these ideas in their writ-
ings.”(8)

S et

“The dawn of realism came somewhere in and around the thirties in
Sindhi literature. The Natural Realism of the French writer Emile Zola, the So-
cial Realism and the Critical Realism of Balzac combined together with the
movement of social reform in Bengal and there was an awakening among the
writers when the new literary association under the Presidentship of Munshi
Premchand was founded in the year 1936, new thoughts had a regenerating ef-
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fect on all the Indian languages including Sindhi. There was a sort of Renais-
sance in Sindhi literature which generated creative forces in all directions and
they widened the horizons of the creative spirit of young writers, poet Kishin-
chand “Bewas” (1885-1974) and theosophist Jhethamal Parsram (1885-1948)
were the pioneers of this Renaissance. The national movement of India added a
new zeal to this Renaissance. Some of the older writers ventured boldly in the
sphere of communal harmony, others tired to unfold the social vices, ridiculing
them openly but the young ones were either enamoured of the Marxism of the
Freudian theories.”(9)
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