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Abstract:

In today’s world, which is full of conflicts and controver-
sies, the humanity is puzzled and in a state of confusion due to
rampant discrimination and inequality on the basis of colour,
caste, faith and sectarian divide. People are being drifted to-
wards hatred, extremism and terrorism._and the future seems
bleak. Even the learned and intellectual sections of the society are
living in a state of uncertainty and most of them have become pes-
simistic.

In such conditions, people tend to take refuge in religion
or sometimes in escapism in the form of taking drugs etc, which
does n’t help them either.

There is a third option which may help the humanity in
these testing times, that is to follow the path of the Sufis — the
mystics, like Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai.

In this article the way of the Sufis has been described in
its historical perspective and its need in the modern times in gen-
eral and that of Shah Latif in particular.

The Sufis believe in the oneness of the Creator, and his
creations (Jé w5 25) - thus believing in equal treatment for all

human beings. They profess ideals of love, peace and brother-
hood. They believe that there are several faith systems followed
by the people, but the essence of all the religions is the same,
there can be more than one ways to follow the same path but the
ultimate goal is to reach the Absolute Truth. The Sufis like Shah
Abdul Latif Bhittai have conveyed this message through their po-
etry which has universal appeal to the entire humanity.

The message of Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai, a poet of the
18th century A.D, has reached the modern times, and we feel that
it is relevant even today. We can apply his *baits’ or couplets to
the events and situations faced by the humanity in the present sce-

9



Kalachi Research Journal J s SIS

nario of extremism and terrorism. Poets like Shah Abdul Latif can
help in creating a softer image of Islam and facilitate our youth to
believe in ultimate goals of humanity-the Truth, Beauty and
Goodness.
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