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Abstract
A Study of Idgaam/ Sandhi/ Assimilation

Idgaam, sandhi and assimilation have usually been con-
sidered as synonymous terms, where as, in accordance with Ara-
bic grammar and by some of scholar’s proposed definitions and
directions the term Idgaam is characterized as a different term
than Sandhi or Assimilation. comparatively, In this short study,
these three terms will be analyzed individually in order to achieve
the clarification of each term as keeping different defining areas
by using assigned dos and don’ts of scholors.

Idgaam refers only to the absorption of two homo-
phones or nearly articulated sounds, whether it is internal
Idgaam in one word or external ldgaam on the junction of two
words. One ought to remember that by the junction of two same
sounds, there the use of geminating gets need to be placed or its
sound gets as duration as of two sounds or letters.

The absorption and alteration of two or more sounds have
been noticed often in-Assimilation or sandhi, so these terms got
broader dimensions in terms of meaning.

Our new scholars have not meticulously worked on these
terms and failed to characterize them particularly and have just
kept on revising the so called traditional and prevalent references
and definitions which leads to the inappropriate and study-
lacking research.

Finally, a common issue has been re accounted to gain
little importance in order to find the position of orthographic ‘M
vowel-less’ and ‘nasalized N’(actually both having same sound)
which come before the bilabial sounds. Where as in Arabic,
sindhi or urdu and English or Hindi orthography, same sound is
written in different ways.
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Assimilation is a common phonological process by which
the sound of the ending of one word blends into the sound of the
beginning of the following word. This occurs when the parts of
the mouth and vocal cords start to form the beginning sounds of
the next word before the last sound has been completed. An ex-
ample of this would be 'hot potato’. The (t) in 'hot' is dropped as
the lips prepare for the (p) sound for 'potato’ (Bloomer et, 2005).

The word assimilation it self it’s said to be assimilated; it
is derived from the latin prefix ad- meaning to and simil- meaning
like but, instead of being adsimilated, it has the easier pronuncia-
tion of assimilated.

A common.example of assimilation is “don’t be silly”
where the /n/ and /t/ are assimilated to /m/ by the following /b/, in
many accents.the natural sound is “dombe silly”.

Assimilation can be synchronic being an active process in
a language at-a given point in time or diachronic being a historical
sound change.
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Jool : 5095 53T (S s g2 b s 2 2 N7 _sShake, shirt
S 55y sl )l A LSS 5 P8

55 5] o o 315y 20 SWallow, Sweet

e sl ol Sl 2T )90 s

Scale, school, sketch, skin, spoon, spring, square,
Squash, staff, station, store, star, spot.

ol p  sb (DIPNENONG) s 2 5 o 0 i Ol s iy 52 “L
‘a’=1T
Ball, balk, balm, calf, chalk, calm, half, hall, small, stall,
Wall, palm, talk, tall, swallow, walk, swalk, qualm.

£e|’ - d!
Bell, tell, sell, cell, jelly, yell, yellow, well.

‘iI"=1
Bill, fill, hill, ill, kill, mill, E!{}" skill, shrill, will.
‘o =,
Folk, yolk, doll, atoll, volley.
‘WP & oul’ =T,
Bull, pull; could, should, would, dull, null.
Ao ysb S8 0 ol s 058 g 3 o 52 SN N
s (T R o sb e s oM 08 S 5 SN LS
16 oS, bl JLs i s us o e 5 AULUMN, cOlumn

b O S N | o a1 9 N | b s S N

Column, Autumn, Sink, Song, Being, Flying [  New, Sun, Done,
Solemn etc. etc. dentetc. Pen,
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Prefix Word origin (b, m, p) | Colloquial Orthography
In > Im In + balance Imbalance.
In> Im In + mature Immature.
In>1Im In + Perfect Imperfect.

L o it Jlo List add s 5531051 Julils

Im ---- (Prefix) not, the opposite of {form of ‘in ---*, used
before ‘b, m and p’}:

Example: imballance; immature, immeasure, immoral;
impress, improve, imprint, import, , impatient, imperfect, impure,
impossible, impersonal, immovable, ...

s S oy g 8 3,50 sl el ppix T las Sl o

o M 30 S P M B T iy e 2,501 5 ot el o 8T

s ol (2ol i (B p i g 8 55 g0 i S S]
(Al s ool s’

Sz R 280 65715 B s 565 g 4 ]85 S g

S e s nole Jlm ol -5 2l s o sb (VOWE) fu ais i

ot 0 15 8 Sl g olye o (MiXed VOWEIS) © o JoIS” oy 10 S5 55

(Chair) e 155500 AT s - (TriPAhONG) 51T 5,25 e 055 SN S50

sl 55 5l e S ssls B3y o B ol g s il (Tyre) st ¢
(47 11996 (u."y) “.gﬂ

76



Kalachi Research Journal Jsﬁ@zﬂw)lé

fgdan Sb (b bt bl colo ki as doms pusd s HE L
15 8 g5 i a2 03l (o R s S0l ol oslsl ol 7 elesl
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s e Bl o gt 2 s oshol [ 50k el Jol s 5 2
(133:2004 . x2) “. 2 S5 488 SO penie o~
Sols 935 o 2 g5, 5 BT 55 S5 I8 bl oS gl

o - Bl ls o o sihe et 2 LT R 4 PrOSOLY ke
A syllable is short if its vowel is.a short one and not fol-
lowed by two or more consonants (except for the following
groups noted).
‘br, cr, dr, fr, gr, pr, tr,. fl, gl, pI’. (Collins, 1996: 405)
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S gl liaSl gyl 08l ¢ Jy g -(1999) Sy (e 5 ok D

) genlr
55 yenlr
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LT ol cufvﬂ
SIS pusasly ools - i ke (1976) solalans g s
sl 2R ST & gttt = J g 25,0 (1984) sl o i (5585 fas (e
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13. William Collins (1996) Collins Latin Dictionary - Harper Collins pub-
lishers, Italy.
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