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Abstract

The present Arabic — Sindhi script was formed in July 1853 on the
recommendations of the ““Board of Directors, East India Company”, London.
They directed Bombay Government, India, that *““keeping ‘in view the socio-
political background submitted by Commissioner in Sindh, “Arabic-Sindhi
script would be better for Sindh Region. However, the original script of region
“KHUDAWADI”” should be considered carefully. In this connection a commit-
tee should be constituted consisting of European Linguists & scholars and a
few members from the region.

The, then Commissioner of Sindh Sir Bartal Frere sent recommenda-
tions to Mr. B.H. Ellis, Assistant Commissioner, incharge of the education in
Sindh.

It may be pointed out that the issue of script was initiated by Mr. Rath
Borne, Collector of Hyderabad in 1845. He wrote a letter to the Indian Gov-
ernment to provide him 3000 annual grant for the establishment of schools in
district premises. Subsequently he was asked how much teachers were avail-
able for teaching on modern lines, for which, he could not reply because such
teachers were not available in the region, who could teach the regional lan-
guage, Sindhi.

It may be mentioned here that like other regions of the sub-continent,
Sindhi was made the official language of Sindh Province in early days. In this
regard Mr. George Clerk Governor, Bombay Presidency issued a notification
in April 1848 that: ““We should introduce the language of the country (hamely
Scendhee) as medium of official intercourse. | do not see in what way our reve-
nue and judicial officers.(however their offices and courts may be continue)
can work effectively through a foreign medium of communication such as Per-
sian or English. A-period of 18 months should therefore, be allowed to the offi-
cers on civil employment to equality themselves for an examination in Sendhee
language™.

Following the instructions of British Government, George Stack
started work-on compilation of English-Sindhi Dictionary and composition of
“Sindhi grammar””. He submitted both books to the government for publica-
tion, which were published in the year 1849. Both the books were written in
Khudawadi/Devnagri script. This was the main cause that Mr. Pringle, the
Commissioner in 1850 proposed this script for official use in Sindh.

Meanwhile, another European scholar and Historian Mr. Richard
Burton wrote a comprehensive book titled ““Sindh and the races that Inhabit in
the Valley of Indus 1851, containing history, culture, geography, agriculture
and economy with special references to education. In this chapter he described
the 7 scripts which were being used in Sindh. He proposed that since the popu-
lation of Sindh consists more than 70 percent Muslims. Muslims would not like

51



Kalachi Research Journal Jsﬁggaos,.g){é

to adopt Hindi/Devnagri script at all. Therefore, NUSKHI-SINDHI may be
adopted.

When Mr. Ellis H.B. was asked to finalize Arabic-Sindhi script with
the help of the above mentioned committee, he avoided to form any such com-
mittee. According to him: “The appointment of such a committee was at the
time practically impossible as the officers best acquainted with Sindhee were
either absent from Sindh, or in different parts of the province, and could not
easily he brought together. The suggestion was therefore laid aside.

“l confess that this result is not much to be regretted, as such
committee could only have ended in disappointment. The members would not
have agreed. They would have written long minutes and would have argued
with one another. The controversy would have been renewed and with but a
poor chance of any new light being thrown upon a subject already ably and
exhaustively discussed by captain Stack and Burton, whose knowledge of the
language probably exceeded that of any one who could have been on commit-
ted.

)Paras 40 and 41 from report on education by B.H. Ellis to Frere
Commissioner in Sindh)

However, while forming Arabic-Sindhi script Mr. Ellis could not find
the principles and ways of dotting on the basic Abrabic letters. He has con-
fessed the same in the preface of captain stack’s ““Sindhi Grammar™, 1849.
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We should introduce the language of the Country (namely
Scindhee) as medium of official intercourse. | do not see in what way
our revenue and judicial officers (however their offices and courts may
be continued) can work effectually through a foreign medium of com-
munication, such as Persian or English. A period of 18 months should
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therefore, be allowed to the officers in civil employ to qualify them
selves for an examination in scindhee language. (1)
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