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Abstract

After the advent of Pakistan, Urdu writers initiated a long debate about its

national Culture. This essay explores the two major tropes of this debate, usually called

ideational and geographical approaches.
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: è̂zZu{ÅúƒCƒX0*ÎãpÄÆ&ãCŠ~ZbZÃÒy™Dƒñz{˜�
LLZÍwZsxÆMŠZƒçÑ]Ô�›âVÆ6,‘ÑYÔZNŠZ]ZzgŒÛMãZÜtZzg
]4ïEGLt~~VÐaZƒñXŠzx£ò§j�¼ÂgZEVÔ¦VZzgZk,ZEVÆ§i
i0+ÏÐ$X™ëJ-ã�XÎxf!pÄÆZW,Z]Xóó)6(
pÄÆjZáÐ�ÛŠÅZÌÃ8ÃZ0+Zi™ŠbÔSkÅú~QkÆ™ŠZgÃ$øFL1

eZÜZzgËZW,ÃJw™DƒñÔZK̈ãLZN[óZzgLfztóÅñ�ŠÏÃ)ZëKÐLZW,Z]ó„%œ/~
(ZzgðÃåÃZ0+Zi™** Agency wZ(g™YD�XtpÄÅy~ZK̈ãZ(g)

ìXpÄ)ZëÔZk6,ZW,Z]Zë;�ÛŠ©àÔZk6,%¿ƒäzZáZW,Z])©àÔZÏ:LÐZy6,

Ñg{02X†g~@*�y7102Y ï**)Ô 851 ÃtÔ'ZBZzg0*ÎãpÄ



Âz%ÃigSìX¼Z+„ßg]qwŒVÃMCìÔ0*ÎEVÃpÄÅyzú~ª¦gH
LLLLqqqqíííícccc****XXXX ŠHìÔX»»x'ZW,Z]Jw™DY**ìX-V0*ÎãpÄZÛzãp:V»¡

0™g{YCìXZk¦k,~!*Š	á{»Š+„úZx»Š+‰¦gÅ!*i‚ÃMCìXƒYì ââââwwwwóóóó ¿¿¿¿
~Zk,ZãÔÂgZãZW,Z]ƒVÔmMŠZ[Å¡Ìz�ic*Š{C{úƒ (Elite Culture) ZÑZ°pÄ

$ËìXŠŒ]ÅZÒîM!*Š~ÃZk§bâpfpÄÆ�i0+Ï¦/Zg@*ƒZŠ9ÔZ¹pÄÅ
(~ËÌ§bÆ¿Š4Ðøzx'ìXŠŒCpÄ£ò¢zgÂVÐaZ Production ¯z^)

ƒCìÔT~'ZBÔñŠqÑ]Zzggzi%{Zë™ŠZgZŠZ™D�ÔZzgi0+Ï™äzZßVÅ™1úZzg
Ü¹ÌZÐúŠ¶~%œ/~ZÌÅqïƒCìXZka¦†ZvÆZkÒyÃM!*Š~Æ¾
{ÆaJwHYYìXZ(™DƒñÌ¸�Ûn™**7,}ÇÔ�tÓxßv�Zk$X™â
pÄÆ�i0+Ï¬™gì�Ôz{VànÆª�Xz¤/:yz*y~iâ:IZi@*gõÐ„
¸VÆMU*gNÑzqƒYD�ZzgÂÎ**pÄÆZg»~Zq-ZëñhÅwg‚rìXÂ
…»¿{0+ZyZzg\Åßg]¤/~™ä»ZëF,+%³ìÔZ#!*b©]Zzgg¤VÐÝ

ZŠZgÌ6,zZym−ÑzqƒYC�XZy‚Š{ZzggK¸VÆ´z{',x~À˜ZzgzZŠ)L|~
SîŠ*ÅŠ*F,+F,¹c*C�'VÆMU*gÅñ�ŠÏÌŒVÅpDfg&~ÔàqÔðZzgpŠ

ZOŠ~ÅŠ?�Ô�Zk!*]6,ŠZw��',xÆ!*°}X¿âw7ÔZyÅZKw›ìX
pÄ~2Z+ÅZÌÃãCŠ~wŠ¶zZßV~eZËÕYwÌ	áï�Xj~Å
â#ZyÆ4,Šq-Ì0*ÎãpÄÆŠzúc*VF,+1ZsxZzgZgŠzi!*y�XZL*yLL¸ò×Zzg
)bóó~z{0*ÎyÃŠg7Z)bÅãCŠ~zzß!*áZzg!*bÐÂVÃŒÛZgŠï�XZy»`
Ãì�0*Îã¸xÃ›̧èÅ¯6,Zq-zu]~6,zäÆT¿»pZ[7491Y~Š¬ŠHå

Ð]ÔßÃ~ÔƒÔ ŠŠŠŠggggZZZZÝÝÝÝ z{L´‡ð¸èóÅÃƒŠHXZyÅgZñ~´‡ðÙ|#6,ZÜZg™**
okÔ**Z»°Ô³Z+MZzgpŠ¾èÜtZŠZgÃ�ÛzrŠ¶ÆáZŠsìÔ²ZkÆ£«~
Zq-¸èÅ!*]™**›Ô�ÛZcŠàÔZ»sÔœÔZK̈+MZzgZôgZ+µŠgzV»ZoZx™**ìX
0*Îã¸èÅãCŠZyÅÃ~Šz̧òÃtìÔZÏaz{0*Îã¸èÅzŸs#Æa›Zzg

)7( yz̧è~ñ�ŠZíZ‡]6,SuéMMZÜZg™D�X
0*ÎãpÄÅzŸs#™Dƒñz{g¶§Zi�LL›ypZ{Ë´º»g(zZÑƒÔ

Zq-„̧x»�ÛŠìXóóZk¿~z{̧èÅãCŠè<ØÃCgì�Xt!*]Zsò�d$ÆjZá
Ðic*Š{xìÔ0*ÎãpÄ»Z#f™HYñÇÔÂZkÅZ+S:]ZzgbCÙÃzZã™**¢zg~ƒ

Ñg{02X†g~@*�y7102Y ï**)Ô 951 ÃtÔ'ZBZzg0*ÎãpÄ



YñÇÔ�ZÐŠv)›p:VÆ‚B‚BZsò”VÅp:VÐỖtÆ!*ẑÔZµ™
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ÃâpfpÄB�ÔTÅú~ZkÆ!*±V»Ãð‡&ÿELf™z7X

eZËZŒÃgz¹ÌpÄÆK~ÛzãZW,Z]ÃZÌŠï�XZyÆ¦gZ]Ð
Z0+Zi{ƒ@*ìÔ�z{0*ÎyÅZp:VÃÁF,B�XZ,Vä0*ÎyÆ£ò!*°zVÆ§¯

¹ìZzgU*"$™äÅÃÒÅìÔ�âè~L²[ZsòpÄóä (Folk Ways) §]ÃL¯uzm,ó
yŠ+p:VÅÂWZzg4~~™ŠZgZŠZHZzgâèŒÛd$~f!pÄZzg(ßYZyp:V~àq Z

Zzg›zZg»Ñä»:LµXZkãCŠ6,z{tg{Šï��L0*ÎyÅF,¹óZk~ì�LLz{´‡ð¯uzm,Ã
Zsò×ÐŒÛd$ÑäÆa$+mZzgF,¹™@*gìóóX(ßYÅF,¹ÃÌz{;BÐYäŠb7

)11( �X eTÔZÏa}F,¹Æ:LÐ̄uzm,ÆÚ$+sYäÃÌz{Ih+ÏÐŠÙ
eZËÐZº0*ÎãpÄ~LL{ØZzg0*uZsxóóÅ°xñ�ŠÏ6,OŠ�X0*Îã
×6,ZÖgìw™Dƒñz{ÒyŠï��Z¹ŒVZ+ÃðÚÃ7MCX×ZyÆìw~

LLè<ØÔ̧òõz**iÔ'Z5ðqÑ]ZzgºmZŠzZgÆZOŠ~Zzg(ÏÃZ̀óóÆË~aZƒä
)21( zZá̧òÅgÐú0*@*ìXZk»t̂ZzgæZg`0*Îã×~Z¹ˆlÆ!*z�Š7XX

pÄ6,!*]™Dƒñz{‰Z,Ò**]Š}YD�ÔX~%æELxÆ!*°zVÃpÄZzg(Ï
ZMZgÐ„øzx™Šï�XZ,Ò**]Å«Vw:yz*y6,ZkÆ!*°zVÅLÓ#Ö7
g„XtÒyFjZßVÐ

&CÿLÃìXpÄCÙZK̈ã¤/z{ð™@*ìÔYV�pÆ%ËZK̈ãŠ*»
¦g7HYYÔZ(¦gÌs~Š*Ð´‘g‚rìX

(Lived Experience pÄÆÃ~U6,ÓxF,izgÜs™äÐZk»iZzgŠ!*C)
UÃZ0+ZiƒY@*ìXpÄs~ÂxìÔÂZkÅißg]z{�`ìÔT~Z�ÛZ›pÄi0+Ï™D

Zq-úc*V �XÃ~UZ¤/ÙìÂZkÆËÃYV™ÃZ0+ZiHYYìXQpÄYæ7ÔZk»
Z0+Zi™Šî ìXZkÅRÔ£g~ZzgZßàS:]6,ÂzÔZkãCŠ~ẑÃÃ (Mobility) ẑ’u

ìXpÄ~À˜ZzgZsòpÄ~Sî(Ï:q]Zzg—�ÛzrÅz�{Ð'Z5ðZzg�Y’u
@*g]Z±gÐU*"$ìX'ZBZ¤/Zq-o]�ÛZë™@*ìÔÂ}Zzg‚»iâãzkãàqŠzuZo]Åà@*
ìÔT~¦/gDz‰ÜÔ$+sqÑ]ZzgpsƒD'ZAVä{§pZ{ZW,Z]%A$KXZkÐ�
¦k,k�ìÔz{sÔàqÔëÏZzg°xZg‚iÅìXZ#�Zz6,Åˆ�ZkpÄÃiâyzkyÐ

ìX e{ÔLYæó¦g™C�Ô�Z̈Kãi0+ÏZzgm]ZupÃìiâäÆÀòZßwÐZïgÆáZŠs
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ZyçVÐZ0+Zi{ƒ@*ì�0*ÎãpÄ»ç™DƒñZq-¤/z{è<ØZzgÛzã
p:VÃ%œ/~ZÌŠ¶»pZ;VìÔÂŠzuZ@*g]Zzg'Z5ð›ëÅãCŠ6,£òp:VÃÌ¸ò
pÄÆIt#~	áï™ä»pZéqìÔZyŠzâVgz-VÆZ‡xÐpÄÆ!*g}Yì
ZzgáZiyZ0+Zi~»xHYYìX

pÄÆvUÅZÌ-VzZãì�i0+ÏÆgzi%{Š"~�ZðÔAZðZzgZg�
ZÏÐaZƒCìZzgiF̂ÁÜZka¢zg~�Ô�ZzœXZhZäÆaZk»i}Ðģƒ**
ÑiòìÔŠg|#i}~k„ƒÔÂM�yÅ§sZÞìÔpÄ»Õ@i}ÐYÒZzgM�yÅ
§sY@*ìÔi}ÐZk»ģ{™äÐZkÅ›zúguYCìZzgÎg`ÅÃÑ:ƒä
ÐÌt¥YÜÈ™ŠêìÔÎpÄ»7ŠZoƒi}ZzgŠð\~„',vz!*gÑ@*ìÔZzgi}Æ
á˜VpgZuÅ¢zg]ìÔz�ÔMiZŠcÌZâ„ZëìX

jZÙ:
1. Clifford Geertz, "After the Revolution: The Fate of Nationalism in

the new States" in The Interpretation of Cultures (New York:

Basic Books, 1973), p238.

6~ZkÐ%ZŠz{¿ìÔT~Zq-âù̂kßg]Z(g™Dƒñ :Crystallization

a¯©8ìÔZgŠz~ZkÆaLHîóÙìÔ@*ëŒVtÂøg~ic*Š{æŠ7™@*ÔZka
ëäHîÅOñLq-3óÃZEwHìX;ZEge$ÐWiZŠ~Æ5̂gc*2V~aZ
ƒäzZáZëgD**]Å!*"$¡Z¦ä–:LLâWiZŠ̃´âẐEgÆŠzg~ÔX)b
ÐŠzegƒD�Zy~ZK¸ò,Å!*ic*ÄZzgZL�Rz�Š»ZÖgaçLz„ƒ@*

)�Ñðm3891Y(:m42 ‘vnËä ìÿ‰‰‰þXóó¡Z¦ÔLL�ŖèZzgZŠ[ÔŠ~Š*~Ôóó
Ô%ûZ$t Ú³ßj³ígißÏn‚pÚ–^Únà : Ò×3† )·Z™ZxÔLLp¢ïEGL0*ÎyÔóó˜! 2X

33 - šMZ)Ô7002Y(Ôm74 : Z£)Ñƒg
12 - Ôm6 ÚßjígißÏn‚pÚ–^Únà : Ò×3† ·Œj~ÔLL0*Îy»×Ôóó˜! 3X

Zs 4X
422 - Ômm65 ÚßjígißÏn‚pÚ–^Únà : Ò×3† ¦†ZvÔLLZsòy×Ôóó˜! 5X
752 - Ômm46 ÚßjígißÏn‚pÚ–^Únà : Ò×3† ¦†ZvÔLL×ZzģèÔóó˜! 6X

Ñg{02X†g~@*�y7102Y ï**)Ô 261 ÃtÔ'ZBZzg0*ÎãpÄ



881 - Ômm59 ÚßjígißÏn‚pÚ–^Únà : Ò×3† eZËÕYwÔLL¸ò×Æ)bÔóó!̃ 7X
Â³¡Î³^ño‡e^Þç7Ò1Î‚mÜ : æu‚lô]ÊÓ^… Y™z,¬]Ô%A$Ô : ,ÆaŠ&ÀŸ/õ GG 8X
Y™z,¬]ÔziZg‹Z:¬]zíc*] : )ZsxM!*Š ]æ…q³‚m‚�Ã†p]hÒ^]Þjí^h

Ó!ïGL0*ÎyÔk‰y‰(XZkÂ[~0*ÎyÆZ´̧VÆÄ~uâñÐñç¬C
˜&Ò3ð I

G
VÃ/W‚ãŠ¬YYìX0*ÎyÅ´‡ði!*âVÆÄ~uâñ~o]Ô
¦sÔZsòZŠZgZzgzíÅ›‰ñç¬]ÅVBá™	á$ÿLÂ[Å̂�X

Z¤/ß1VÆŠgxyËçA6,Z%sƒ@*ìÔÂZkÅãCŠpDc*�YÐic*Š{(ÏZzgçÙ
ƒCìX(Ï)b»Z¤/zƒVÆŠgxyñ�Šgx¡~Z%ìÔ˜VZ̈KãàVƒV
z;V¢ŠZ]»”Zîƒ@*ìÔZk”Zî»³(Ï)bÅßg]~À_ìXZyÆiÆaË
Zq-¤/z{ÅpÄ6,ZÜZgÅOñÔZy)bÅ§s¤ÏZzgZ~xzƒ»gztZCäÅ¢zg]
ìXÐ]»_./ZK**uÐMÐŠÚÐÁƒ@*ìXZL´z{Šv¤/zƒVÃ#³ÅOñ
ZÅZ˜jV~KÐÔç5]~3,òÑðY$ËìX-VZp:V~gTƒñ
ÌŠvp:VÃŒYYìZzgZVZxÆgzbÐ!*bŒÛ"$ÌaZÅY$ËìX

Ôm921 ÚßjígißÏn‚pÚ–^Únà : Ò×3† ¦·iÔLL0*Îã�d$»XÔóó˜! 9X
421 - Ôm6 ÚßjígißÏn‚pÚ–^Únà : Ò×3† ¦·iÔLL›×óó˜! 01X

071 - Ôm5 ÚßjígißÏn‚pÚ–^Únà : Ò×3† Zq-Zg»Ôóó˜! : eZË·ZŒÃgz¹ÔLL× 11X
671 - Ôm08 ÚßjígißÏn‚pÚ–^Únà : Ò×3† eZËÐZºÔLL0*Îã×»XÔóó˜! 21X

–~.:
Ã6,ÚiÔ5791YX : ™Zc µ^ÒŠj^áÚn6i`„mgÒ^]…iÏ^( _3ûELŒÔ 1X

"5½è EGE…Ô2002YX : My ]…æÞ^æÙÚn6ÚŠ×Ü$Ï^Êk( Ãgzt¢yÔ 2X
Ñƒg:WsZŠ[Ô2791YX µ^ÒŠj^ÞoÎçÚnkVqÇ†]Ên^ñoæi^…míoirˆmä( Šg]ZvÃ̂Ô 3X

X4 A. H. Dani, Dr., "Art and Culture," in Culture of Pakistan, ed. Dr.

Laeeq Babree, Lahore: Sang-el Meel Publications, 1977.

X5 Clifford Geertz, "After the Revolution: The Fate of Nationalism in

the new States" in The Interpretation of Cultures, New York:

Basic Books, 1973.
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