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 THE QURANIC CONCEPT OF GUIDANCE AND IGNORANCE,  
A CRITICAL STUDY 

 
Muhammad Ayaz, Muhammad Ameen Saeedi 

ABSTRACT: 

The study is chosen to dispel doubts about guidance and ignorance in the 

minds of Muslims and to light the candle of awareness. Because in the 

present era, people with a secular mindset are confusing the innocent 

people in this debate and inviting them to abhor religion. In this research, 

an effort has been made to convey the truth to the people in the light of 

the Holy Quran and the Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). There 

is no doubt that Allah is supreme. He does what He wants. He has the 

power to create results without possibilities. He is free from all types of 

reasons and causes of any work. This materialistic universe moves under 

the rules and regulations farmed by Allah. Allah does everything with His 

knowledge, power, and reason. But there are some rules and codes to 

understand this issue, which has been discussed below in detail. 

KEYWORDS: Guidance, Ignorance, Blessing, Bestow, Power 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Allah is running this universe with some rules and codes. As if a man 

walks then only he can cover the miles. If he drinks water only then he can 

quench the thirst. The concept of guidance and ignorance is described in 

detail in the Holy Quran. The concept of guidance and ignorance can be 

understood well through the following interpretations. Before going to the 

interpretations the hypothesis and research methodology are being 

discussed for a better understanding of the topic. 
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 2. HYPOTHESIS 

I. The concept of guidance and ignorance is best described in the 

Holy Quran. 

II. Allah does not impose guidance and ignorance by force. 

III. The guidance is provided on demand. 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

The following principles have been kept in mind during the research. 

I. During the research, the narrative and logical style have been 

adopted. 

II. Examples of everyday life that are easy to understand for the 

benefit of researchers are mentioned. 

III. Translation of Quranic verses and Hadiths has been arranged. 

IV. References are given in the footnote by using Zotero Software. 

4. GUIDANCE IS NOT IMPOSED 

The base of a human trial in his activities is the power that is bestowed by 

Allah. Allah doesn‟t impose any guidance on humans. He doesn‟t like 

controlled worship. He likes worship by choice. He never bound any 

human instead of His power and guidance. But He let all humans say yes 

or no to His commandments. 

It is said in the Holy Quran: 

ََكْفُرْ  مَنْ شَاءَۗ فوَْ ؤْمِنْ وَّ َُ ِّكُُْ  ۣ فمََنْ شَاءَۗ فوَْ ب وَكُلِ امحَْقُّ مِنْ رَّ
1

 

“And say thou: the truth is from your Lord; let him therefore who will, 

believe, and let him who will, disbelieve.” 

                                                 

 
1
 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Kahf, v. 29. 
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It is said on another place: 

َّوٗ ثذَْ  ٓ اِه  فمََنْ شَاءَۗ ذَنَرَهٗ   ۔نِرَةٌ ۚكََلَّّ
2

 

“Never! Indeed, this is a Reminder. So, whoever so wishes may take 

advice from it.” It is also said: 

ِْلً  ِّوٖ سَبِ َذَ اِلٰٰ رَب اِنَّ ىٰذِهٖ ثذَْنِرَةٌ    ۚ فمََنْ شَاءَۗ اتََّّ
3

 

“Indeed, this is a reminder; so let anyone who so wishes, adopt a way to 

his Lord.” 

It is clear through these verses that God has cleared in Holy Quran 

till the end that humans are not bound to accept it rather humans are given 

choice in this regard to accepting it or not. Humans will get rewards or 

punishment in both cases. If Allah bounds humans and He took the power 

then every human has to accept the commandment of the Holy Quran 

necessarily. In the Holy Quran, it is cleared in different places. At one 

place it is written that: 

ؼًا  ۭ اَفاََهتَْ تكُْرِهُ اميَّاسَ حَتّّٰ ٍكَُوْهوُْا مُؤْ  َْ ُّمَ لََٰمَنَ مَنْ فِِ الََْرْضِ كُُُّھمُْ جََِ 4مِنِيَْ وَموَْ شَاءَۗ رَب
 

“Had your Lord willed, all those on earth would have believed altogether. 

Would you, then, compel people, so that they become believers?” 

This means if Allah wants to get the power of choice back from 

people and wants to make them pious then every person would be a pious-

man. But Allah doesn‟t want to impose anything by force. Instead, Allah 

wants everything by choice by people. In another place, it is said that: 

لََ ٍزََاموُْنَ مُخْتَوِفِيَْ  احِدَةً وَّ ةً وَّ ُّمَ مجََؼَلَ اميَّاسَ اُمَّ وَموَْ شَاءَۗ رَب
5

 

                                                 

 
2
 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Mudassir, v. 54–55. 

3
 “Al-Quran,” in Ad-Adhr, v. 29. 

4
 “Al-Quran,” in Younus, v. 99. 

5
 “Al-Quran,” in Hud, v. 118. 
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“Had your Lord willed, He would have made all the people a single 

community. But, they will continue in their differences.” 

In another place it is described for orientalists: 

وْبِسُوْا ػوَيَِْ  ََ دُوْهُِْ وَمِ كََؤُۗهُِْ مِيُْْ نَ اممُْشِْْنِيَْ كتَْلَ اَوْلََدِهِِْ شَُُ ُ مَا فؼََووُْهُ فذََرْهُِْ وَمَا وَنَذٰلَِِ زٍََّنَ مِكَثِيْْمٍِّ مُْ ۭ وَموَْ شَاءَۗ الّّٰ ََ ٍْ مْ دِ

وْنَ  ًفَْتََُ
6

 

“Similarly, their associate-gods have made the killing of their children 

seem fair to many mushriks (idolators), so that they may ruin them and 

may confuse their faith for them. Had Allah so willed, they would not 

have done that. So, leave them alone with what they fabricate.” 

This means if Allah wants to stop them by force He can but He 

doesn‟t do so by force instead that He demands human guidance. He clears 

the reality or truth but He didn‟t force humans to accept it. It is said: 

ٍْنِ  شْدُ مِنَ امـَْيِّ  ڐلََٓ اِنْرَاهَ فِِ الِّ َ امرُّ َّبَيَّ كدَْ ث
7

 

“There is no compulsion in Faith. The correct way has become distinct 

from the erroneous.” 

This is the only aspect of Allah‟s rule of guidance and ignorance 

due to which a human thinks by not understanding that when Allah is the 

eternal absolute and He is happy with pious people then why doesn‟t 

bestow guidance to them. So this is also described in the Holy Quran 

regarding the way of thinking of the ignorant. 

نُ  ٍْنَ اَشَُْ ِ مْناَ مِنْ دُوْهِوٖ مِنْ وَكاَلَ الََّّ نُ وَلََٓ اٰبََؤُۗنََ وَلََ حَرَّ ْ ءٍ نََّّ ُ مَا غَبَدْنََ مِنْ دُوْهِوٖ مِنْ شََْ ٍْنَ وْا موَْ شَاءَۗ الّّٰ ِ ءٍ ۭ نَذٰلَِِ فؼََلَ الََّّ  شََْ

سُلِ اِلََّ امبَْوٰؽُ اممُْبِيُْ    8۔مِنْ كبَْوِيمِْ ۚ فيَلَْ ػلَََ امرُّ

                                                 

 
6
 “Al-Quran,” in Al-An’am, v. 137. 

7
 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Baqarah, v. 256. 

8
 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Nahl, v. 35. 
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“The polytheists said, If Allah had so willed, we would have not 

worshipped anything other than Him - neither we nor our forefathers - nor 

would we have made anything unlawful without (a command from) Him. 

Similar was the reaction of those who were before them. Therefore, 

messengers„ obligation is no more than to convey the message clearly.” 

It is also said in another place keeping in view their thinking: 

رُضُوْنَ  نُ مَا غَبَدْنُٰٰمْ ۭ مَا ميَمُْ بِذٰلَِِ مِنْ ػِلٍْْ ۤ اِنْ هُِْ اِلََّ يََْ حْْٰ  9۔وَكاَموُْا موَْ شَاءَۗ امرَّ

“They say, Had the Rahman so willed, we would not have worshipped 

them. They have no knowledge of that. They do nothing but make 

conjectures.” 

It is clear in this verse that Allah is eternal absolute but He doesn‟t impose 

guidance by force. So when people say that God has every power to stop 

me from ignorance then why doesn‟t stop me. It is the only effort to blame 

God and misunderstanding which is the result of less knowledge. 

Regarding guidance, it is the first step of Allah's rule that He has cleared 

everything regarding guidance and ignorance. He has provided the 

complete reasons to accept it but the choice is given to humans either they 

accept it or not. It is not imposed on a human because Allah doesn‟t like 

guidance by force. He wants guidance by choice. Allah doesn‟t impose 

guidance to anyone but He only bestows to them who wants it. It is 

described at various places in the Holy Quran. 

َّشَاءُۗ  َ ًضُِلُّ مَنْ ٌ ِّوٖ ۭ كلُْ اِنَّ الّّٰ ب نْ رَّ وِ اًٰةٌَ مِّ َْ ٍْنَ نَفَرُوْا موَْلََٓ اُىزْلَِ ػوََ ِ وِ مَنْ اَنََبَ وًَلَُوْلُ الََّّ َْ َ وَيََْدِيْٓ اِم
10

 

 

 

                                                 

 
9
 “Al-Quran,” in Az-Zukhruf, v. 20. 

10
 “Al-Quran,” in Ar-Ra’d, v. 27. 
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 “The disbelievers say, why is it that no sign (of their choice) has been sent 

down to him from his Lord? Say, Allah lets go astray whom He wills and 

gives guidance to those who turn to Him.” 

It is said in another place: 

ُّيُِْبُ  وِ مَنْ ً َْ َ َّشَاءُۗ وَيََْدِيْٓ اِم وِ مَنْ ٌ َْ َ ٓ اِم تَبِْ ُ يََْ اَلّّٰ
11

 

“Allah chooses (and pulls) toward Himself anyone He wills, and guides to 

Himself anyone who turns to Him (to seek guidance).” 

This means the ways of guidance is not open to everyone but only 

people who want to walk on such roads Allah open His ways to them. 

 ُ ََّ ْدٍَِ ََ ِْيَا مـَ ٍْنَ جَاىَدُوْا فِ ِ يِيَْ وَالََّّ َ ممََعَ اممُْحْس ِ مْ سُـبُويَاَ   ۭ وَاِنَّ الّّٰ
12

 

“As for those who strive in Our way, We will certainly take them onto Our 

paths, and indeed Allah is with those who are good in deeds.” 

Holy Quran is a book of guidance only for those who implement 

the guidance of Allah. But only those who want to get guidance from this 

book can only take it.  It is said in the Holy Quran: 

ِْوِ    ٻذٰلَِِ امْكِتٰبُ لََ رًَبَْ      ھُدًى نِوّمُْتَّلِيَْ  ڔفِ
13

 

“This Book has no doubt in it - a guidance for the God-fearing,” 

It is meant that only those who demand piety and guidance from 

Allah can only get from this book. Imam Siyoti (R.A) said in this regard: 

14امطائرٍن الٰ متلوی بَمتثال الاوامر و اجتياب المؼاصی
 

“Those that tend towards piety by adhering to commands and avoiding 

things prohibited.” 

                                                 

 
11

 “Al-Quran,” in Ash-Shura, v. 13. 
12

 “Al-Quran,” in Al-’Ankabut, v. 69. 
13

 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Baqarah, v. 2. 
14

 Jalal ad-Din al-Maḥalli and Jalal ad-Din as-Suyuti, Tafsir Al-Jalalayn, vol. 1 (Karachi: 
Qasim Publications, n.d.), 41. 
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It is said by Imam Al-Sawi that righteousness can refer to two things. 

15ل المتلي فی ػلْ اللہ او من ًوول الٰ کوهھم متليالاو 
 

It is clear that the Holy Quran is a book of guidance for the whole 

of humanity but only those who demand guidance can get it. The power of 

logic is an undeniable reality. But if reality is not demanded then a person 

becomes helpless before logic but he remains to deprive of guidance 

because those who demand guidance with the purity of heart can only get 

it. And on the other hand a stubborn and clumsy man cannot get guidance 

from God. 

The best example of this fact can be described with the dialogue of 

Prophet Ibrahim (A.S) and Nimrod. 

 ِ َ الََّّ ُ اممُْلَْْ  اِۘذْ كاَلَ اِبْرٰھٖمُ رَبِّّ ِّوٖٓ اَنْ اٰثٰىوُ الّّٰ يْ حَاجَّۗ اِبرْٰھٖمَ فِِْ رَب ِ ِْتُ  ۭ كاَلَ اَممَْ ترََ اِلَٰ الََّّ تُ ۙ كاَلَ اَنََ اُْ ٖ وَاُمِ َْ يْ ًُٖحْيٖ وًَمُِ

قِ  مْسِ مِنَ اممَْشِْْ تِِْ بَِمشَّ َ يََْ وِمِيَْ  اِبْرٰھٖمُ فاَِنَّ الّّٰ ُ لََ يََْدِي املَْوْمَ امظّٰ يْ نَفَرَ  ۭ وَالّّٰ ِ ْـربِِ فبَُُِتَ الََّّ فاَْتِ بِِاَ مِنَ اممَْ
16

 

“Do you not know the one who argued with Ibrahim about his Lord, 

because Allah had given him kingship? When Ibrahim said: My Lord is 

the One Who gives life and brings death, he said: I give life and I bring 

death. Said Ibrahim: Allah brings the sun out from the East; now, you 

bring it out from the West. Here, baffled was the one who disbelieved, and 

Allah does not bring the wrongdoers to the right path.” 

It was required that when Namrood failed in his logic he must be 

convinced by Prophet Ibrahim (A.S) but because he didn‟t require 

guidance by heart and he remained fixed on false. At this point, Allah 

cleared His code of guidance in clear words that He does not bestow 

guidance to cruel. At this point, cruel people are meant by those people 

                                                 

 
15

 Jalal ad-Din al-Maḥalli and as-Suyuti, 1:42. 
16

 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Baqarah, v. 258. 
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who do not demand guidance and do not leave stubbornness even if things 

are clear to them. The rule of God is that the gates of guidance are closed 

on such people and guidance is given to those who want it. 

Allah has supreme power over everything. He blessed people with 

His hands. To whom He wants He gives. But He only gives humans what 

they demand or required from Him. Those who demand limited can get 

only a few. And those who demand unlimited they get accordingly. 

Allah said in the Holy Quran: 

 ًَ ۚ   َ نََّّ ُّرًِدُْ ثَُُّ جَؼَويْاَ لََٗ جَََ دْحُوْرًاطْوٰ مَنْ كََنَ ٍرًُِدُْ امؼَْاجِلَََ عَََّــويَْا لََٗ فِيْاَ مَا وشََاءُۗ مِمَنْ ى خِرَةَ وَسَؼٰى وَمَنْ اَرَادَ  ۔  ىهاَ مَذْمُوْمًا مَّ الَْٰ

شْكُوْرً  مَ كََنَ سَؼْيُمُْ مَّ
ِٕ
ى
ۗ ِّمَ   ۔  اميََا سَؼْيَاَ وَىُوَ مُؤْمِنٌ فاَُومٰ ِّمَ  ۭ وَمَا كََنَ غَطَاءُۗ رَب ُّمِدُّ ىٰؤُٓلََءِۗ وَىٰؤُٓلََءِۗ مِنْ غَطَاءِۗ رَب كَُلّا ه

17۔مَحْظُوْرًا
 

“Whoever opts for the immediate (benefits from) life herein, We give him, 

right here in this life, as much as We will, to whomever We intend. Then 

We assign Jahannam for him where he shall enter condemned, discarded. 

And whoever opts for the Hereafter and makes efforts for it as due, while 

he is a believer, then, the effort of such people is appreciated! To all of 

them - both these and those - We extend the grants of your Lord. And the 

grant of your Lord is not barred (for anyone).” 

The way every person takes according to his behavior the same is 

the case with guidance. Those who stick with less knowledge and what 

they have got nothing. The person who resolves his doubts in the way of 

guidance that person is cleared from all doubts. And those who keep 

saying: 

رَبِّ زِدْنِِْ ػِوْمًا
18

 

                                                 

 
17

 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Isra, v. 18–20. 
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“My Lord, improve me in knowledge.” 

They after getting an extreme rank of knowledge God even keeps 

them bestowing. 

The results and fruits of all behavior and indifferences are 

described in detail in the Holy Quran. Jews on which humiliation and 

disgrace imposed due to their falls practices and they were considered 

sinful due to the disregard of Holy Quran and when reality came before 

them with pump and show they simply considered their ignorance enough 

and remained fixed due to this behavior and selfishness they were 

deprived of guidance. Allah said: 

ا ًؤُْمِنوُْنَ  لً مَّ َْ ُ بِكُفْرھِِمْ فلََوِ مُُ الّّٰ ََ َّؼَ وَكاَموُْا كوُوُْبيُاَ ؿُوفٌْ ۭ بلَْ م
19

 

“And they said, Our hearts are veiled. Rather, Allah has cast damnation 

upon them for their disbelief. So, they believe just in very little things.” 

In this verse, the practicalities of Jews are described that they 

didn‟t give importance to the invitation of Islam and said that our belief is 

firm and nothing can enter in our heart. Because they didn‟t demand 

reality that is why this behavior was made a cause of their ignorance and 

they were cursed. A person is described in the Holy Quran who passed by 

a ruined area so he thought how would God will create this ruined tertiary 

alive? He was not the deniers of the power of Allah but he simply wanted 

to clear the doubts. Allah imposed death upon him and then he has put 

alive and he was asked how long you stayed here? He replies a day or 

some part of the day. Allah said no you stayed here for a hundred years. 

See your eatables they are not spoiled and look at your donkey. So that we 

could make you an example for people. Look at the bones that how we 

                                                                                                                          
18

 “Al-Quran,” in Ta-Ha, v. 114. 
19

 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Baqarah, v. 88. 
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make a structure and then add flesh and then by the order of God the 

structure of donkey made and he became alive. Allah said in the Holy 

Quran: 

ءٍ كدٍَِرٌْ   َ ػلََٰ كُِّ شََْ َ لََٗ  ۙ كاَلَ اَػلَُْْ اَنَّ الّّٰ ا ثبََيَّ فوَمََّ
20

 

“So, when it was clear to him, he said: I know that Allah is Powerful over 

everything.” 

It was an example of that person who wanted to clear his doubts. 

Allah removes his doubts and strengthened his beliefs. Any person who 

strengthens his belief in God is given by Him. Prophet Ibrahim (A.S) said 

O my Lord show me the way how you will alive the dead then Allah said 

don‟t you believe? Prophet Ibrahim (A.S) said yes I believe but I just want 

to satisfy my heart. 

نَُّ جُزْءًا ثَُُّ ادْغُينَُّ يََْ  َْ مَ ثَُُّ اجْؼَلْ ػلََٰ كُِّ جَبَلٍ مِّ َْ َ ھُنَّ اِم يِْْ فصَُُْ نَ امطَّ َ غَزٍِزٌْ حَكِ ٌٌْ فخَُذْ اَرْبؼََةً مِّ ًَا  ۭ وَاػْلَْْ اَنَّ الّّٰ ثُِنْمََ سَؼْ

 21۔

“Then take four birds and tame them to your call, then put on every 

mountain a part from them, then give them a call, and they shall come to 

you rushing, and know that Allah is Mighty Wise.” 

                                                 

 
20

 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Baqarah, v. 259. 
21

 “Al-Quran,” in Al-Baqarah, v. 260. 
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 It has become clear that Prophet Ibrahim (A.S) was given much as he 

demanded through a question. The way of guidance has no limit same is 

the case with demand as well. Perhaps this is the reason that every person 

is asked to request guidance (Hidayah) again and again in prayers. A 

person who is in pursuit of a forthcoming destination is bestowed 

accordingly. In the same way as the ranks of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) 

got higher and higher. In this regard it is said in the Holy Quran: 

َ مِنَ الَُْوْلٰٰ  خِرَةُ خَيٌْْ لَِّ 22وَملَْٰ
 

“Surely the Hereafter is much better for you than the present life.” 

Even so, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) used to pray to Allah with 

these words. 

بِّ زِدْنِِْ ػِومًْا  كُلْ رَّ
23

 

“And say, My Lord, improve me in knowledge.” 

ثُ ابْنَ عَُُرَ كاَلَ كَ  دِّ َ يَُُ وِ وَسَلَّْ َْ ُ ػوََ ابِ اميَّبِِّ ضَلََّّ الَّّ ؼْتُ الَْْؾرََّ وَكََنَ مِنْ أَصَْْ ِ ضَلََّّ كاَلَ سََِ َ يََ الَ رَسُولُ الَّّ وِ وَسَلَّْ َْ ُ ػوََ  الَّّ

ةٍ  وِ مِائةََ مَرَّ َْ َ م
ِٕ
ََوْمِ ا نِِّ أَثوُبُ فِِ امْ

ِٕ
ِ فاَ لَٰ الَّّ

ِٕ
َا اميَّاسُ ثوُبوُا ا أَيَُّ

24
 

“Al-Agharr al-Muzani who was from amongst the Companions of Allah's 

Apostle (PBUH) reported that Ibn 'Umar stated to him that Allah's 

Messenger (PBUH) said: O people, seek repentance from Allah. Verily, I 

seek repentance from Him a hundred times a day.” 

This can be understood through these realities that guidance is as 

per request, every person must seek the guidance of high and higher ranks 
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and he must not stop. Every person who will request high will get enough 

and those who stop seeking are deprived of everything. 

5. SINS DEPRIVE OF GUIDANCE OF ALLAH 

This point has been clearly described in the Holy Quran in the code 

of guidance and ignorance that sometimes the humans are kept deprived of 

the guidance due to sin. The main cause of human ignorance is sin. Those 

humans who avoid sin can be given the light of guidance. Keeping in view 

the above discussion it has been said in the Holy Quran: 

ا    ۭ   وَمَا ًضُِلُّ بِوٖٓ اِلََّ امفْٰسِلِيَْ  يََْدِىْ بِوٖ نَثِيًْْ ا    ۙ وَّ ًضُِلُّ بِوٖ نَثِيًْْ
25

 

“He lets many go astray, and by this, He makes many find guidance. But 

He does not let anyone go astray thereby except those who are sinful.” 

This means the disobedience and ignorance of the person became 

the main reason for this astray. If a person would be stub-run, egoistic, 

hard at heart, and opportunist then these things will become a hindrance in 

his way of guidance. It is said in the Holy Quran: 

ؼِوٖ وَكوَبِْوٖ وَجَؼَلَ ػلََٰ اَ  خَتَََ ػلََٰ سََْ ُ ػلََٰ ػِلٍْْ وَّ ُ الّّٰ َذَ اِمٰٖٖيوَٗ ىَوٰىوُ وَاَضَلََّّ ِ ۭ فرََءًَتَْ مَنِ اتََّّ ْدًِوِْ مِنْ  بؼَْدِ الّّٰ  بصََُِهٖ ؾِشٰوَةً ۭ فمََنْ يََّ

۔اَفلََ ثذََنَّرُوْنَ 
26

 

“So, have you seen him who has taken his desires as his god, and Allah 

has let him go astray, despite having knowledge, and has sealed his ear 

and his heart, and put a cover on his eye? Now, who will guide him after 

Allah? Still, do you not take a lesson?” 

This is becoming clear through this verse that a person who is 

blessed by the power of knowledge but instead of in-lighting his hearth he 
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starts running behind his wishes and due to which he was completely 

deprived of Hidayat. The main reason for the ignorance of Jews is their 

sins and their insurrection. 

كوَْمِيمِْ كُ  ْ بَِِاءَۗ بِـيَِْْ حَقٍّ وَّ ه ِ وَكتَْوِيمُِ الََْ ًتِٰ الّّٰ ِْثاَكيَمُْ وَنُفْرِهِِْ بَِٰ ُ ػوَيَْاَ بِكُفْرِهِِْ فلََ ًؤُْمِنوُْنَ اِلََّ فبَِمَا هلَْضِيمِْ مِّ ووُْبيُاَ ؿُوفٌْ ۭ بلَْ طَبَعَ الّّٰ

لً  َْ ۔كوَِ
27

 

“So, (they met their fate) for breaking their pledge, and for their disbelief 

in the verses of Allah, and their slaying of the prophets unjustly, and for 

their saying, Our hearts are sealed - rather, Allah has set a seal over them 

for their disbelief, so they do not believe but a little.” 

This is becoming clear through this verse that the reason for Jews 

ignorance is due to the breaking of promises, denial of the verses of the 

Holy Quran and to commit the sin of murdering the Prophets and above 

all, they kept on saying that nothing can enter in our hearths they are 

sealed. Allah says that their hearts are not sealed rather they are stamped 

by Allah and they are deprived of guidance. 

 َْ اَ فاََثبَْؼَوُ امش َّ َْ يْٓ اٰثَُنْٰوُ اًٰٰتِناَ فاَوسَْوخََ مِ ِ مْ هبََاَ الََّّ ٍْنَ وَاثْلُ ػوَيَِْ وِ ٰـ َّبَعَ  ۔طٰنُ فكَََنَ مِنَ امْ َّوٗٓ اَخْلَََ اِلَٰ الََْرْضِ وَاث وَموَْ شِئنْاَ مرََفؼَْيٰوُ بَِِا وَمٰكِن

نْوُ ًوَيَْثْ ۭ ذٰلَِِ مَثلَُ املَْوْمِ  وِ ًوَيَْثْ اَوْ ثتََُْ َْ َ مِلْ ػوَ ٍْنَ نَذَّ  ىَوٰىوُ  ۚ فمََثلََُّٗ كََثَلَِ امْكََْبِ ۚ اِنْ تََْ ِ ًتِٰناَ ۚ فاَكْطُصِ املَْطَصَ الََّّ َّيُمْ ًتََفَكَّرُوْنَ  بوُْا بَِٰ ۔ مؼََو
28

 

“Recite to them the story of the one whom We gave Our verses, then he 

wriggled out from them, so Satan pursued him and he became one of the 

perverted. If We are so willed, We would have elevated him thereby; but 

he clung to the earth and followed his desires. So, his example is like the 

example of a dog, if you attack him, he pants with his tongue protruding, 

and if you leave him alone he still pants with his tongue protruding. That 
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is the example of those who rejected Our signs. So, relate the chronicles, 

so that they may ponder.” 

These secret verses describe the reason for that ignorant person to 

whom God has blessed with knowledge but he completely disgraced this 

knowledge and as a result, Devil (Satan) imposed on him and he became 

ignorant. When he kept following his wishes then God didn‟t impose 

guidance on him. He fell from the higher rank and kept falling then he 

became just like a dog who shivers in all conditions greed and curse 

imposed on him as much as he is satiated even then he sniffs the ground in 

search of anything to eat. The same is the case with the person who is 

bestowed with the higher rank of knowledge but his desires made him 

ignorant and he forgot all moral and social boundaries and values and 

remained busy in materialism. 

“These Ayah were revealed about the story of Bal`am son of Ba`ura'. It 

was also said that the meaning here is a parable of this man -- and his like 

-- concerning their misguidance, persisting the wrong path and not being 

able to benefit from faith or comprehend what they are being called to. So 

his example is that of a dog which pants whether it was driven away or left 

alone. The person described here does not benefit from the advice or the 

call to faith, just as if the advice and call never occurred.” 
29

 

The rule of guidance and ignorant is very clear and undeniable 

from Holy Quran that only virtues act of humans only opens the door of 

guidance and sins pushes humans towards the ignorance following the 

commandants of God only keeps human on the right path and running 
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towards the wishes and self-indults a person into ignorant. Which he never 

thought about it. Those who themselves were ignorant and kept the 

Ummas into the darkness of ignorance their life was also empty from the 

light of piety. Their self and ego put them in darkness and they were also 

accused to keep others in darkness.  

َّمَ ىُوَ اَػْلَُْ بَِممُْؼْتَدٍِْنَ  مْ بِـيَِْْ ػِلٍْْ ۭ اِنَّ رَب ِ
ِٕ
ىْوَاىِٕۗ َُضِوُّوْنَ بََِ َّ ا م ۔وَاِنَّ نَثِيًْْ

30
 

“Surely, there are many who misguide people on the basis of their desires 

without having knowledge. Surely, your Lord is the best knower of those 

who cross the limits.” 

It is becoming clear from the explanation of the Quran that the 

impractical tie and following the self is the big source of ignorance. If 

heart and enlightens with the light of piety even then it could not hearth 

from the right with poor logic but if the light of piety extinguished even 

then the strong reasons couldn‟t keep it away from ignorance. 

6. GUIDANCE AND BLESSING OF ALLAH 

 It is said by Imam Ghazali that human is like labor who‟s 

the reward of livelihood is given in mother womb. And he couldn‟t pay 

back in his whole life. It is not necessary for God to whom He has given, it 

is due to His blessing. It is correct that God is running this universe under 

a rule and a code of conduct but He is eternal absolute, but He is not 

bound to that rule. The rule of guidance and ignorance is fixed but those 

who get it must not be understood or assume that they got it through their 

efforts but they must believe that these efforts of mine are the result of 

God‟s blessing. 
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تَلِ ٌٍْ    اطٍ مُّس ْ َّشَاءُۗ اِلٰٰ صَِِ ْـربُِ ۭ يََْدِيْ مَنْ ٌ قُ وَاممَْ ِ اممَْشِْْ ّٰ ۔لِّّ
31

 

“Allah belong the East and the West. He guides whom He wills to a 

straight path.” 

Here guidance has been depended on the will of God. It can be said 

in its logic that He awarded guidance as per His code of guidance. It is true 

at its place that same how He awarded guidance by His mercy. It is said in 

the Holy Quran: 

َّشَاءُۗ مِنْ غِبَادِهٖ  ۭ ِ يََْدِيْ بِوٖ مَنْ ٌ ۔ذٰلَِِ ىُدَى الّّٰ
32

 

“That is Allah„s guidance. He guides with it whomsoever He wills from 

among His servants.” 

It is also said in another place. 

 َّ َ يََْدِيْ مَنْ ٌ مَ ھُدٰىھمُْ وَمٰكِنَّ الّّٰ َْ 33۔شَاءُۗ مَُسَْ ػوََ
 

“It is not for you to put them on the right path. Rather, Allah puts on the 

right path whom He wills.” 

Faith requires that whoever got the guidance must believe that God 

has given him through His mercy. When Hazrat Abdullah undlasi gone 

through the toughest trial of acceptance of Christianity and then God has 

bestowed guidance upon him, then he was questioned about this situation 

that what the matter was. He said I was passing through the area of idol 

worshipers then in view came to my heart how silly people are who 

worship lifeless idols and then I got the reality and only worship God. I 

just thought of and I listened to a voice from invisible that if you are on 

truth it‟s your wisdom or due to my mercy? And then everything was 
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taken away. A man must never think that whatever guidance he gets due to 

his intelligence and hard work rater he must give the matter in the Hands 

of Allah. This is the requirement of respect and the voice of faith. It is said 

in the Holy Quran that: 

 ِ ِ الََّّ ُ  امحَْمْدُ لِّّٰ ْتَدِيَ موَْلََٓ اَنْ ىَدٰىياَ الّّٰ ََ ۔يْ ىَدٰىيَا مِھٰذَا      ۣ وَمَا نُيَّا هِ
34

 

“All praise is to Allah who has guided us to this. We would not have been 

able to find the way, had Allah not guided us.” 

Prophets (A.S) said: 

بُويَاَوَمَا ميَآَ اَلََّ هتََوَ  ِ وَكدَْ ىَدٰىياَ س ُ َ ػلَََ الّّٰ ۔كَّ
35

 

What is wrong with us that we should not put our trust in Allah when He 

has guided us to our paths? 

It is stated clearly in the Quran that God can give guidance merely 

due to His mercy to those who don‟t even demand. Means, He not only 

gives guidance to those who search for it but also given to those who even 

do not search for it. But He only astray to those who are fixed with their 

wrong path with practice. 

وِمِيَْ   ُ امظّٰ ُ  ڐوًَضُِلُّ الّّٰ ۔ مَا ٌشََاءُۗ وًَفَْؼَلُ الّّٰ
36

 

“Allah lets the unjust go astray; and Allah does what He wills.” 

It is clear with it that ignorance is only imposed on those who think 

he deserves it. While the guidance is given to those who deserve guidance. 

So it is the requirement of faith that everyone must understand that 

guidance is only due to the mercy of God. 
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7. CONCLUSION 

 The gist of this discussion is clear due to these points. 

1. Allah doesn‟t impose guidance even then He is eternal absolute. 

2. Guidance is given to those who demand it under the rule of 

guidance and ignorance. 

3. Guidance is as per demand. 

4. Sins are the hurdles in the way of guidance. 

5. God bestows guidance due to His mercy even without any human 

effort but He artery those who deserve this. 
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