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This article is an in-depth analysis of Muhammad Hassan Askari's narrative and
standpoints in different areas of the literary racecourse especially those of
contemporary and classical poetry, music, short-story writing and
socioeconomics with special reference to Altaf Hussain Hali, Rashid Malik and
Shanulhaq Haqqee. First part of this article was published in previous issue of

Meyar. Rest is being produced here.
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In the foregoing pages we have constantly had occasion to speak of
tradition, of traditional doctrines or conceptions, and even of
traditional languages, and this is really unavoidable when trying to
describe the essential characteristics of Eastern thought in all its
modalities; but what, to be exact, is tradition? To obviate one
possible misunderstanding, let it be said from the outset that we do
not take the word 'tradition' in the restricted sense sometimes given

to it by Western religious thought, when it opposes 'tradition' to the
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written word, using the former of these two terms exclusively for
something that has been the object of oral transmission alone. On the
contrary, for us tradition, taken in a much more general sense, may
be written as well as oral, though it must usually, if not always, have
been oral originally. In the present state of things, however, tradition,
whether it be religious in form of otherwise, consists everywhere of
two complementary branches, written and oral, and we have no
hesitation in speaking of 'traditional writings' which would obviously
be contradictory if one only gave to the word 'tradition' its more
specialized meaning; besides, etymologically, tradition simply means
'that which is transmitted’' in some way or other. In addition, it is
necessary to include in tradition, as secondary and derived elements
that are nonetheless important for the purpose of forming a complete
picture, the whole series of institutions of various kinds which find

their principle in the traditional doctrine itself.
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