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USE OF ARABIC LANGUAGE IN THE DE-
VAN: “FIRDOS-E- TAKHYUL” OF

ZAHIDA KHATOON SHARVANIA

Abstract

Zahida khatoon sheerwania holds prominance not only
among well known Hindustani Potesses of her time, but
amongst all great poets in history of Hindustan. Praised by
great poets and writers for her incredible poetic and philosophi-
cal skills, she was a woman of immance talents and brilliant
personality. Born on 18th December 1894 in BheekamPur dis-
trict AliGarh, she belonged to a respectable educated family.
Her mother passed away when Zahida Khatoon was only a
child, After which her father took great care of her education
and upbringing. Her father, Nawab , held deep love for poetry
which contributed to hone her brilliant poetic talents to perfec-
tion. And in 1905, at the young age of eleven, she became a
poetess. Blessed with high intelligence she mastered Persian
and Arabic along with her first language, Urdu. And used these
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languages in her poetry with excellence. Along with the vast
knowledge of Quran, Hadith, and Islamic history, which she
often referenced it in her poems. The undying love and sympa-
thy for Ummat-e-Muslimah lead to her great concern for bet-
terment of the Hidustani society. She used her words in form of
poetry to raise voice against the cruelty and unjust women
faced in the Hindustani society and promoted women rights.
Moreover, she worked for awareness of education and moral-
istic guidance of youth. Forming a society named "Youth She-
wanis" for this vary purpose.For this article i have chosen spe-
cific poetry from her dewaan FIRDOOS E TAKHYYUL with
influence of Arabic language, and those incorporating verses
from Quran and Hadith.
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