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THE RELATIONSHIP OF LOVE AND PAIN
IN THE POETRY OF SHAH ABDUL LATIF BHITAI

Abstract

Love is the culmination of ideas and feelings, without it a creative
work remains superfluous and lifeless. It is the phenomenon of mental
energy and restlessness of soul that sets feelings afire. Love bestows
elevation and sublimity to ideas which is the lifeblood of a great creation.
The tradition of embracing Pain on the path of Love is highly prominent
in the poetry of Shah Latif. His characters love Pain and pour its beauty
inside them. The fire of Love increases the feeling of Pain and a lover
achieves an ecstasy by an ultimate touch of Pain.

Shah Latif visualizes Love as a vast and endless ocean. Its flow in
all directions leads to a different destination. Persons with an imperfect
passion of Love remain restless to reach the destination with various
whims in their hearts. Those whose hearts are immersed in the sublime
Pain of Love always have their destination in sight. Shah Latif introduces
myriad forms of Pain in his poetry which I have briefly tried to point out
in this article.
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