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(The role of ‘Aliph and Hamza’ in Sindhi Orthography)

Abstract

There are 52 letters and 51 phonemes in Sindhi Alphabet,
whereas Hamza stands for Aliph as the substitute. Though both have the
same sound but differ in the functionality according to Sindhi
Orthography. In Sindhi Alphabet, ‘Aliph Wow and Ye’ (s ¢ s ¢) are
some of the letters which are used as consonants as well as vowels in the
same form. Due to Hamza being the substitute for the Aliph, there occurs
no any confusion or misunderstanding in their functionality. Except
using Aliph as consonant in the front of any word, mostly the use of
Aliph is practiced as vowel; whereas in some words where needed, the
Hamza is used in between a certain word or in the end instead of the
Aliph as consonant. This is undisputedly obvious that Hamza is nowhere
been used as Vowel.

Dr. Ghulam Ali Allana working on the difference between Aliph
and Hamza considers Hamza being the constituent of combination of two
vowels, further suggesting that Hamza is a vowel. Whereas the study that
has been carried out on the discourses of sound and Orthography,
suggests that the Hamza has only been used in place of Aliph as the
consonant, whereas Aliph has this capability of being used as vowel as
well as consonant depending on the context. Sindhi Orthography has
somewhat clear and distinct considerations for the respective discourse.
This paper presents a study around the issue of Hamza being used as
Consonant and proposes some considerations in regard.
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Hamza (Arabic: 3 <4, hamzah) (¢) is a letter in the Arabic
alphabet, representing the glottal stop [?]. Hamza is not one of the 28
"full" letters, and owes its existence to historical inconsistencies in
the standard writing system. It is derived from the Arabic letter ‘ayn. In
the Phoenician and Aramaic alphabets, from which the Arabic alphabet

is descended, the glottal stop was expressed by aleph (‘(), continued
by alif (1) in the Arabic alphabet. However, alif was used to express
both a glottal stop and a long vowel /a:/. To indicate that a glottal stop,
and not a mere vowel, was intended, hamza was added diacritically to
alif. In modern orthography, under certain circumstances, hamza may
also appear on the line, as if it were a full letter, independent of an alif.
In Unicode it is at the code point U+0621 and named 'ARABIC LETTER
HAMZA'. (7)
oo o o ol ST g iy s 5

Hamzah is a noun from the verb & hamaz-a meaning ‘to prick, goad,
and drive “or* to provide (a letter or word) with hamzah’ . (8)
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Glottal stop: The vocal folds may also be held tightly closed (when
holding one’s breath, for example) When they are opened, the released
lung air causes the production of a glottal stop, heard most clearly in the

sharp onset to a cough, but also commonly used as a sound unit in many
languages and dialects. (20)
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many spoken languages, produced by obstructing airflow in the vocal
tract or, more precisely, the glottis. The symbol in the International
Phonetic Alphabet that represents this sound is (?). 21
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