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Abstract 
Thepresentqualitativestudywasplannedtoexamineandcomparethepractic

esofhomeworkinPakistanandEnglandintermsofimportance,similaritiesan

d differences, the amount and type of homework given 

topupils,andtheimportanceofparentalinvolvementinPrimaryschoolsofPa

kistanandEngland.Questionnairesandinterviewswereusedasbasic toolsto 

collectdatafrom 12primaryschools,theirhead-

teachers,60teachersand100parentsfromEnglandandPakistanbyconvenien

tsampling.Theanalysisofthedatawaspresentedmainlyinanexplanatorymet

hod.Onlyafewimportantquestionswereanalyzedandpresentedinpercentag

estogetabetterunderstandingofthesituationataglance.Theresultsrevealedt

hatinPakistaneducationismoreofaresponsibilityofchildrenandparentsrath

erthantheschoolsanditsteachers.Astheteachersareunderpressuretocomple

tetherequiredsyllabusbeforetheexaminationssotheygivelotsofhomeworkt

oachievetheirgoals.InEnglandhomeworkisusedjustforpracticeandreinfor

cementofclassworkanditisnotcompulsoryforall.FurtherinPakistanischool

s,majorityoftheparentscomplainedaboutthehomeworkbeingtoomuch,whi

leBritishPakistaniparentsinLondonsuggestedthattheirchildrenshouldbrin

gmorehomeworkfromschools. 
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Introduction  

Inrecentyearshomeworkhascometothefore,asatopicwithnewinterestsforeducationalinsti

tutions,teachersandparents.Thestudy,reportedwasconductedinprimaryschoolsofLondonandLaho

re,aroseoutoftheteachersandparentsinterestinhomeworkasanintegralelementoflearning. 

It’sawell-knownfactthathomeworkisanimportantpartofagoodeducation.Therefore, 

emphasis wasstrongontheimportance ofhomeworkincultivating 

motivationanddevelopmentofskillsrequiredthroughindependentlearning.Additionally,homewor

kisanimportanttoolfordevelopingandusingaddedskillswhichgoesalongwayinhelpingpupilsasthe

ygrowup. 

ThemainsampleofthisstudywereBritish-

Pakistaniparents’attitudes,behavior,interestsandresponsibilitiestowardstheirprimaryschoolchild

ren’seducation,andtheirthoughtsabouttheeducationandeducationalsystem inEngland.This was 

theoriginal 

sampletheauthorwantedtostudybasically;PakistaniparentsinPakistanwereaddedonlyforthecomp

arisonandtomakethepictureclear. 

Review 

Theauthorbeingintheeducationprofessionforthelast30years,stronglybelieveinthehome-

schoolrelationship/liaisonandparentalinvolvementintheirchildren’sschools.Oneofthemanyother

waysofparentalinvolvementinschoolsisthroughhomework.British-

Pakistaniparentsonlyknowtheparentalinvolvementthroughhomework,sotheauthordecidedtostud

ytheparentalinvolvementandcompareBritish-

PakistaniparentsinEnglandwithPakistaniparentsinPakistan. 

AuthorbeingPakistaniherself,educatedinPakistanischoolswenttoEnglandforherhighered

ucation,foundagreatdifferencebetweentheattitudesofBritish-

PakistaniandPakistaniparentsintheirchildren’seducation.Thismotivatedhertofindoutwhyisitso. 

ThisstudyfocusonBritish-

PakistaniparentsofprimaryschoolchildreninEnglandandPakistaniparentsinPakistan.Thissamplep

rovidewiththeaddedopportunitytoreflectontheinterfacesbetweenculturesandtheresponsesofdiffe

rentsocietiestowardsparentalinvolvementinschools. 

Theroleofthestudyisacross-culturalcomparisonofBritish-PakistaniandPakistani 
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parentsintheeducationoftheirchildren.AsinPakistanischoolsthemostimportantparentalinvolveme

ntisconfidedtohelpwithhomework,theauthordecidedtostudyandfindoutthedifferences 

ofopinionsbetweenBritish-Pakistaniand Pakistani 

parentstowardsassistingtheirchildrenwithhomework. 

Homeworkhasbeenaroundusforaslongasschoolshave,andovertheyearsconsiderablerese

archhasalsobeenconductedregardingtheusabilityandpracticesofhomework.Thoughtheresultsoft

heseresearchesarenotuniform,butmostexpertsdrawsomecommonconclusionsregardingtheimpor

tanceofhomeworkforchildrenofdifferentages. 

Researchersagreethatitisalsoimportantthatthehomeworkshouldmeettheneedsofthepupil

s;themostandleastable,thosewithspecialneedsandthosewithchallengingorunconventionalhomeci

rcumstances.Bastiani.J.,(1997),Bailey,P.,etal,(1997).Itshouldalsotakeaccountofparents’needtob

efullyinformedoftheircapacityandwillingnesstobeinvolved.Theyalsoemphasizedtheparentalinte

restsandinvolvementintheirchildren’seducation.Oneparticularlynoteworthyconclusionmadewas

thatparentalinvolvementshouldnotmerelybeconcernedwithdrawingparentsintoschools;itshoulda

lsorecognizethecontributionmadebyparentsathomebyhelpingwithhomeworkorprovidingthemwi

thotherfacilitiesconcerningeducation(Jowettetal,1991).Bastiani(1996)alsosupportedthisstudyan

demphasizedtheimportanceofwell-plannedhomeworkwithparentalagreementandinvolvement. 

InanotherstudybyDavid,etal(1998),itwasfoundthatchildren’seducationisdirectlyrelatedt

oparentalinvolvementeitherbyassisting with 

homeworkorarranginganyotherkindofhelp.Overeightoutoftenparentssaidthattheyhelpchildrenw

iththeirhomeworkandalsoagreedthathomeworkishelpfultoimprovetheirchildren’slearning.Com

merciallyproducedworkbookswerereportedtohavebeenusedbyaroundhalfoftheparentsinthesamp

le.Privatetutorshadalsobeenemployedbyoverathirdofthefamilies. 

Itisgenerallyagreedbyalmostalltheresearcherthathomeworkisnecessaryaswellashelpfuli

nchildren’seducationifitiswellplannedanddonotburdenchildrenandtheirfamilies. 

Itisconcludedthroughtheabovementionedstudiesthathomeworkisimportantbutdifferentr

esearchersalsohavedifferentpointsofviews. 

Thereisclearevidencethatwell-plannedhomeworkhelpspupils–
inparticularthosefromdisadvantagedbackgrounds–reachhigherstandards. 

Italsoallowsmoreeffective 

usetobemadeoflessontimesandimprovespupils’studyskillsandattitudestowardslearning,e.g. 
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Hughes.M.,(1996)andTopping.K.,etal(1996).Parentsandguardiansshouldknowwhathomeworkth

eirchildrenareexpectedtodoandthesupporttheythemselvesshouldgive.Theschool’sapproachtoho

meworkisexpectedtobeoneofthekeyelementsofitshome-

schoolcontract.(Bastiani,J.,1996);Mills,J.,1996;Chavkin,N.,1993). 

Well-

plannedandbalancedhomeworkisnotasoptionalextra,butanessentialpartofanygoodeducationalsy

stem.Thereisclearevidencethatithelpspupils,inparticularthosewhoneedextrahelpandarefromdisa

dvantagedbackground,reachhigherstandards.Asforexample,Alexander,etal.(1995),Bastian.J.,(1

997),Wolfandale.S.,(1996). 

Thepresentstudyisanattempttofindouttheimportanceandpracticesofhomeworkinprimary

schoolsandcomparingtheparentalattitudestowardstheirchildren’shomeworkinEnglandandinPaki

stan.Thisstudywillalsohelptofindouttheculturaldifferencesineducationalpracticesconcerningho

mework,schoolsandparentalparticipationintheirchildren’seducation. 

 

 
ResearchDesign 

Methodology 

Thisstudywasaqualitativein-

depthstudy.Thisresearchapproachiscarriedoutusing‘casestudy’design.Astheaimsofthestudyareto

revealresultsaboutacertaincase,theresultsobtainedarenotgeneralizedtodifferentcases.Itisacompa

rativestudybetweenBritish-

PakistaniparentsandpupilsinLondonandPakistaniparentsandpupilsinLahoreofprimaryschools,th

ewaytheyfeelaboutthehomeworkgivenbytheschools. 

12schools,theirhead-

teachers,60teachersand100parentsfromthesameschools,wereincludedinthisstudy,fromEnglanda

ndPakistanbyconvenientsampling. 

Itisimportant toexplain why Imade an effort tokeep the samplesize 

constant.Thereweretwomainreasonsforthis:firstly,thoughthisisaqualitativeresearch,Ihavestrived

tobasemyanalysisonthefrequencyoftheanswersgivenbytherespondents.Therefore,hadInotgivenc

onsiderationtothesizeofthesamplewithinthetwogroupsofparents,teachers,andheadteachers,itwou

ldhavecreatedanimbalanceandIwouldhavebecomeunsureofhowaccuratethecomparisonbetweent

hevarioussubsetswouldcomeouttobe.Secondly,thesamplesizewasalreadylimitedinnumber(100pa

rents,60teachers,and12headteachers,inBritainandinPakistan)andIdidnotintendtofurtherreduceit.

BecauseofthefactorsIdeliberatelyendeavoredtoensurethatifIdidnotreceiveanyinputfromarespon

dentorifhe/ 
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shedroppedoutatthelastmoment,Iwouldhaveadequateback-upsupport. 

Inthispaper,theresearchquestionswere: 

WhatarethesimilaritiesanddifferencesinhomeworksysteminPrimaryschoolsofPakistanan

dEngland? 

Whatistheimportanceofhomeworkandhowteachersdesignhomeworkfortheirprimarysch

oolpupils? 

Howmuchhomeworktheygivetoprimaryschoolchildrenandhowmuchparentalviewsandi

nvolvementisencouraged/allowed(regardinghomework)byschools? 

Whoshoulddohomework?Howmuchshouldtheydo?Whatkindoftasksshouldbeincluded?

Andaboveall,howcanithelpchildrentomakeprogress? 

Thefindings are intendedto reflect and take accountof best currentpractice and to 

beofdirectusetoschoolsandparentsanywhereintheworld,especiallyinPakistan,becauseinthatcount

ry,thehomeworkhasabsolutelydifferentmeaningsinschools. 

DataCollectingTools 

Tocollectdataforthisstudysemi-

structuredinterviewguidesweredevelopedbytheresearchercomposedof20openendedquestionsfor

primaryschoolteachersandaquestionnairecontaining16questionsforparentstogettheirviewpointo

nhomework.Head-

teacherswerealsotalkedtogetinformationaboutthehomeworkpoliciesandparentalinvolvementint

heirschools. 

SixprimaryschoolsinLondonwerenominatedwithBritish-

PakistanichildrenandsixprimaryschoolswereselectedfromLahore. 

DataCollectionandAnalysis: 

Theresearcherarrangedtomeettheteachersandparentsintheirconvenienttime.Beforestarti

ngtheinterviewtheresearcherexplainedtheimportanceandscopeofthestudyandalsoconfirmedthec

onfidentiality.Afterthissmalltalkteachersandparentsfeltcomfortableinansweringallquestionsfreel

y. 

Thedatacollectedfromboththequestionnairesandinterviewswerethenanalyzedandpresent

edinanexplanatorymethod. 
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Results 

InPakistanitismoreofaresponsibilityofchildrenandparentsratherthantheschoolanditsteac

hers.Themainconcernofteachersseemsthatthesyllabusshouldbecompletedbeforetheexaminations

.Forthemitisnotimportantwhetheritwasdoneintheclassorathome,whetheritisbeneficialtothechild

orjustfutileexercise,aslongastheteachermanagestocompletetherequiredtopicsinthegiventimeperi

od. 

InPakistanischoolsalmostalltheparentscomplainedaboutthehomeworkbeingtoomuch.Th

ePakistaniparentsgenerallysaidthat,“Theteachersgivelotsofhomework”andwereoftheopiniontha

t“schoolteachersdonotteachchildrenatschool,insteadtheyaskthemtostudyathome,whichisanadde

dburdenonparents”. 

ManyPakistaniparentsIinterviewedhadarrangedprivatetuitionfortheirchildrenforone 

reason oranother.Children, who donot 

takeprivatetuition,consumelotsoftheirparents’time,seekinghelpfortheirhomework. 

ThiswasoneofthereasonswhyBritish-

PakistaniparentsinLondonsuggestedthattheirchildren should bringmore homeworkfrom 

schools,probably becausethey wereusedtothispracticeinPakistan. 

Table1:Responses ofParentsabouttheamountofHomework. 
 

Questions: British-PakistaniParents PakistaniParents 

 Yes No Yes No 

Areyou satisfiedwith the 

amountofhomeworkgiventoyourchildbythe

school 

 
03% 

 
97% 

 
01% 

 
99% 

Do youthinkthat more homework 

shouldbegiventoyouchild 

 
97% 

 
03% 

 
0% 

 
100% 

Do youthinkthatless 

homeworkshouldbegiventoyourchild 

 
00% 

 
100% 

 
99% 

 
01% 

Haveyoumadeanyarrangementsforpri

vatetuitionsforyourchild? 

 
02% 

 
98% 

 
99% 

 
01% 
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Table 2:ParentalOpinionaboutHomework: 
 

Questions: British-PakistaniParents PakistaniParents 

Doesyourchildbringhomea

nyworkfromschool? 

 
Yes, butnotalways 

 
Yes always 

What sort of workdoes 

yourchildbringhome 

Usuallyastorybookforre

ading 

Allsortsofwork,reading, 

writing,mathsandlearningbyhe

art. 

Whatdo 

youfeelaboutthehomeworkgiv

entoyourchild 

Itisveryless,morehomeworksh

ouldbegiven 

Itistoomuch,lessworkshouldbeg

iven 

 
Haveyoueverdiscusseditwit

htheteacherconcerned? 

No,never.Becausetheteachersin

Londonthinkthatitisnotfairtogiv

elotsofwork. 

No,never.BecauseteachersinP

akistandoesnotlikewhenparent

sinterferewithschoolmatters. 

 
 

Areyou satisfiedwith 

theoveralleducationyourchildi

sreceivingatschool? 

No,wearenotsatisfied.Beca

usetheteachersinEnglandar

enotteachingenoughasweus

edtostudywhenwe 

wereinschools inPakistan. 

No,wearenot.BecauseinPakist

anischoolsteachersareoverbur

deningchildrenwithextrawork

becauseofwhichwearestressed 

Mostparentsansweredthequestionslikethis: 

MostoftheBritish-

Pakistaniparents,inLondon(about97%)weregenerallyunsatisfiedwiththeamountofworktheirchil

drenbringhomefromschool,andthoughtthattheschoolsshouldgivemorehomeworkinordertomaket

heirchildrentodoextrastudyafterschoolhoursandalsotokeepthechildrenbusyathome.Theydonotal

wayshelptheirchildrenwiththehomework,usuallybecauseofthelackoftime,butalsobecausesometi

mestheydonotunderstandhowexactlytohelpthem.Thisismainlybecauseofinadequateknowledgeo

ftheEnglishlanguageandalsobecausetheyareunfamiliarwiththeeducationsysteminEnglandandsot

heyareunabletohelptheirchildren.TheeducationtheythemselveshadreceivedinPakistan(ifany)wa

squitedifferentfromtheeducationtheirchildrenwerenowacquiring.Theyfollowedtherote-

memorysystemandhadverybasicandsimpleEnglishanddifferentmathematicsnowout-

datedinEngland.TheywereusedtolotsofhomeworkwhichteachersinPakistanstillpracticetoavoidte

achingintheclassandalsotosavetime. 

AsBritish-

PakistaniParentsareusedtothePrivatetuitionsystempracticedinPakistan,theyforcetheirchildrentot

akeprivatetuitionsinEngland.Accordingtotheseparents,theyareunderpressuretotakepartintheirch

ildren’seducationwhich,forthem,isthattheirchildren 
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shouldcompletetheirdailyhomeworkandgetbettergradesintheexaminations.Inotherwordsparenta

lparticipationinforBritish-

Pakistanparentsisonlytohelpthechildrentocompletetheirhomeworkandobtaingoodmarksinthemo

nthlytestsandfinalexamination. 

Parentswhosechildrenattendtuitioncentresfeelthattheyarehelpingtheirchildrenineducationandsot

hechildrenwillgetgoodmarksandgradesinexams.Theyalsofeelthatthisisapartoftheirresponsibility

thattheirchildrenshouldgetgoodmarksnomatterhowhardtheyhavetoworkforit.Theydorealizetheb

urdenonyoungchildren’smindsandthephysicalexertion;buttheyfeelthatitisnecessaryfortheirchild

ren’sfuture.British-Pakistaniparentsfeelthatthisistheirparticipationintheirchildren’seducation. 

Parentsdowhattheyfeelisthebestfortheirchildwithintheparametersofexpectationssetbyth

eschools.Iftheschoolswantthistypeofparentalparticipationthenparentsgivethemwhatisrequiredby

theschool.If,atsomestage,parentswishtopulltheirchildoutofaschoolwhoseacademicpoliciesandstr

ategiestheyaredissatisfiedwith–theymaynothaveachoice-

fortheymightfindanalternativeschoolbutnotadifferentsystem.Some 

schoolsappearmoreprogressivebyvirtueoftheacademicopportunitiestheyoffer,butscratchthesurfa

ceandthecoreremainsthesame. 

InprimaryschoolsofPakistan,readingtochildrenorlisteningtoreadarenewconcepts,asthisi

snotacommonpractisedinPakistan.Theyonlyknowofthehomeworkintermsof‘learninglessonsand

timetablesbyrote-

learning,writing(whichusuallycomprisesofcopyingtheteachers’writing,toimprovethescript)andd

oingsums’.TheBritish-

Pakistanisamplewantstohelptheirchildrenwiththeirhomework,asforthemthisisthemostimportant

partofparentalparticipation,andsotheybuyorborrowbooksfromlibrariesfortheirchildrentoreadath

ome(usuallyfictional,historical,culturalandreligiousbooks)onlybecausethisisrequiredbythescho

ols,butdon’tthinkthatitisofanyusetothechildren. 

Assaidbefore,British-

Pakistaniparentsinmysamplewerenotusedtoreadingorlisteningtothebooksorstoriesandtheyfound

thispartofhomeworkverydifficult,uselessandtimeconsuming.Amothercommentedthat“itisawast

eoftime.Readinganystorybookwillnotimprovetheirstudyskillsandalsowillnothelpthemtogetgood

marksintheirfinalexaminations.Thehomeworkshouldbesolidworkandcomprisedofpracticingmat

hematicsums,Englishgrammar,essaywriting,andlearninghistoryandgeographyetc.” 

British-Pakistaniparentscomplainedofhomeworkbeinglessprobablybecausethey 
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wereusedtothehomeworkgiveninPakistanischools.Theywerealsoagainststorybooksbecausetheyt

hemselveswerenotusedtoreadingstorybooksashomework.Forthemreadingbooksareawasteoftime

becausemostofthestoriesdonothaveamoralending.Asonemothersaidthat,“thepurposeofastoryisto

teachthedifferencebetweengoodandevilandtoshowwhathappensifonestraysfromthestraightandn

arrowpath”.Theyfoundmoststoriespointlessbecause“mostofthestorieswerenotteachingthechildre

nanythingofvalue”,saidanothermother.Theythoughtthatthestoriesusingrhymeswerehardtofollow

andthattheycouldn’talwaysunderstandthehumourand‘playonwords’incertainbooks,andforthemt

hisisonlytopasstimeandnotapartofhomework.Forthemhomeworkconsistsofrotememorisationofl

essonsspreadingoverseveralpagesfromvariousbooks,orlearningbyheartthetimetablesandimprovi

ng writing onlybut not the writingskills.Theyare usedtocopy pages 

uponpagestomaketheirwriting‘lookbetter’withoutunderstandingwhattheywerewritingandthiswa

sespeciallytruefortheEnglishlanguage. 

Anotherimportantpointtoconsideristhatforthemparentalparticipationisprobablyconfined

tohelpingchildrenathomewithhomeworkandothereducationalactivities.Whentheywereaskedabo

utparentalparticipationtheyallmentionedhelpinginonewayortheotherwithhomework.However,in

Pakistan,theparentswereagainstthepolicyofgivingtoomuchhomeworkbecausetheteachersgivelot

sofhomework,whichconsumesmostoftheirchildren’stime.Italsohindersintheparents’sociallifean

devenforcesthemtochangetheirlifepattern,whereasBritish-

Pakistaniparentswantedschoolstogivemorehomework. 

Discussion and Conclusion 

Thisarticlemainlyaimedtoexplorethescopeandpurposeofhomework,asseenbytheschools

inEnglandandinPakistan.Itisapparentlyfairlyeasytogetagreementatagenerallevelfromparentsand

teachersonthe‘value’ofhomeworkandthishasperhapsencouragedtheviewthatitsnatureandpurpos

esareunderstood,sharedandnon-problematic. 

Therecentgrowthofhomeworkinschoolsandcollegeshashighlightedlessfamiliaraspectsof

theagenda:forexamplethepartwhichhomeworkcanplayindeveloping‘home-school-

relations’,informingparentsaboutthecurriculumandteachingmethodsandthusencouragingtheirm

oreactiveinvolvementandcollaboration. 

Theamountandtypeofhomeworkpupilsdocannotcontinuetobelefttochance.Theenormou

sinconsistenciesbetweenschoolsmeanthathundredsofthousandsofprimaryschool 
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childrenaremissingoutonopportunitiestobuildonwhattheylearnintheclassroom.Theagen

daaddressedbythestudyrangesinanumberoftopicsandareas: 

• Schools’homeworkpoliciesandtheirimplementations 

• Theamountofhomeworkset,andthetimespentbypupils 

• Thetypeofhomeworkset(includingissuesrelatingtodifferentiation) 

• Homeworkassessmentandfeedback 

• Resourceimplicationsofhomework 

• Integrationofhomeworkwithclassroomlearning 

• Useofhomeworkclubsandstudysupportcentres 

• Pupilmotivationforhomework 

SchoolsinLondonplanandissuenationalguidelinesonhomework,coveringthefollowingpoints: 

• Howmuchhomeworkpupilsofdifferentagesshoulddo 

• Howmuchtimepupilsofdifferentagesshouldspendonhomework 

• Whatsortoftasksandactivitiesmakehomeworkeffective 

• Howschoolscandevelopandimplementsuccessfulhomeworkpolicies 

• Whatisexpectedofbothschoolsandparents 

Thisstudywasalsoexpectedtoprovideevidenceonthecontributionwhichaneffectivehomeworkrout

inecanmakein: 

• Promotingpositivepupilattitudestoschool 

• Enhancingpupilachievement 

• Promotingpositiveparentalattitudesandinvolvement. 

Homeworkisnotanendinitselfanditisimportanttoevaluatetheextenttowhichanystrategyor

programmecontributestotheimprovementoflearningandachievement. 

Theremightbeadiscussiononthetypeandrangeofworkinvolved.Someschoolguidelinesma

deitcleartotheparentsthat,sincethetimewhentheythemselveswereatschool,therehavebeenmajorch

angesinthekindoftaskswhichmightbesetforhomework.Onechallengeforthoseprovidingguidancei

sthatnotallhomeworkisdoneathome,infact,forsomepupilswhofindithardtoworkathome,orsometa

skswhichmayrequireresources,suchasbooks,software,equipmentetc.,morereadilyavailableatsch

ool,itisnecessaryordesirable 
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tocarryoutthetaskatschool,librariesorfriend’shome. 

Oneschoolsolvedtheproblembyreplacingtheterm‘homework’with‘personalstudy’. 

FormsofHomework 

Learning,reading,writing,research(averyimportantpartofeducation/homework,butunfor

tunatelyoverlookedinmostPakistanischools),interviews,watching/observing,drawing,tape-

recording,word-processingandsoon. 

Whatisitfor 

MostoftheschoolteachersagreethathomeworkismainlyforIndependentlearning,consolid

ation,practice-learningbydoing,completionofcourseworkassignments,self-

discipline,research,parent-teacher-pupilpartnership,worknotsuitedtoclassroomsituation. 

Homeworkisessentiallyanindependentstudy,carriedoutbythestudentsoutsidethetimetabl

edlesson, without the direct supportof theteacher andthat in mostcases will be 

doneathome,withparentalhelpbutnotdirectinvolvement. 

Someschoolsdistinguishedexplicitlybetweenwhattheycalled‘formalhomework’ofthiski

ndandtheongoingregularlearningandpracticetasksexpectedofschoolandcollegestudents ofall 

ages:reading, writing,spelling,numberbondsand multiplicationtables. 

Othersstartedfromaverydifferentviewpoint,focusingontheentirelearningchildrendooutofschool,o

ftenwiththeirparentsandseekingtostrengthenandreinforcethis.Foryoungerchildrenhomeworkcou

ld beany activity whichwill encourage the socialskillsof sharingandcooperation. 

OneschoolofLondonofferedacleardefinitionintheirpolicy,againcomingupwithanewlabel

aswell: 

‘Homeworkisworkwhichissettobedoneoutsidethetimetabledcurriculumbutnotnecessaril

yathome.Itdoescontainanelementofindependentstudyinthatitisnotusuallydirectlysupervisedorco

ntrolledbyateacheranditrepresentsanextensionofthelearningactivitiesprovidedandorganizedinac

cordancewiththeobjectivesoftheschoolcurriculum.Sinceoneofthepurposesofschoolingistoenable

pupilstolearnindependentlyoftheschool,theterm‘homelearning’or‘personalstudy’ismoreappropr

iatethan‘homework’(SchoolC). 

Thisraisesquestionabouthowindependenttheworkathomeshouldbe.Ashomeworkisapart

nershipbetweenteacher,parentandthechild,soitisessentiallyacooperativeventure. 
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Forexample,someschoolsofLondoninmysampleprovidedsimplegameswhichparentsorothersibli

ngscouldplaywiththechildtoencouragecountingandclassifyingskills.Forsome,thiskindofactivity

wascertainly‘homework’;otherswouldhaveseenitas‘normalparentalactivity’.Whileit was widely 

agreedthat theparentalrolechangedasthechildgotolder, 

withmoreencouragementandlessdirectinvolvement.Assaidbeforethathomeworkisapartnershipbe

tweenteacher,parentandthechild,soitisessentiallyaco-operativeventure. 

Therewasalsotheissueofwhetherhomeworkshouldbeanessentialpartofthelearningprogra

mme.ThegreatmajorityofprimaryschoolsinPakistaninmysampleexpecteditto“applytoallpupilson

thegroundsthatifitwasvaluableforsomethanitwasvaluableforall”.ButinBritishschoolstherewasale

ssinclusiveapproach,withhomeworkapparentlygiventosupplementlearningforthoseseentoneedth

isextrainput.Forexample,whenachildwouldbenefitfromextrapractice,hadbeenabsentorneededres

ourcesnotfoundinschool. 

ThePurposeofHomeWork 

Mostpoliciesstartwitharationale,settingouttheaimsandobjectivesofhomework,thereason

sfordoingitanditsplaceinthebroaderteachingandlearningpolicy.Theunderlyingargumentisthateff

ectivehomeworkwouldhelptoraiseattainment.Thepurposeslistedbelowtendedtofocusonseveralm

ainaspects,suchas: 

• Consolidation/reinforcement:learningfacts/concepts,practicingskills 

• Creatingmoretime:tofinishoffwork,readaround,draft 

• Homeworkasdiscipline:time/self-management,independentwork 

• Home-schoollinks:toinvolve/educateparents,twowaychannel,home-schoolpartnership 

• Enrichment:learningisfun,worthwhile,partofreallife,chancetodevelopnewskills. 

Themainpurposeofhomeworkistocontributeto‘betterperformance’.Anotherpurposeistop

romotehome-

schoolpartnership,andindeedhelpparentstobecomemorecloselyinvolvedintheirchild’seducation.

Itwasconcludedintheinterviewthat“teachersgenerallyrecognizethathomeworkhasgreatersuccess

whenitisvaluedbypupilsandparents”.Webelievethatitisimportantthatchildrenbring‘work’homefr

omafairlyyoungagesothattheygetinthehabitofdoingsomesortofstudyathomeaswellaslinksbetwee

nhomeandschoolcanbedevelopedandenhanced. 

Asdiscussedbefore,oneoftheschool’saimsistopromoteacloseliaisonbetween 
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homeandschool.Asonehead-

teachersaid,“Bysettinghomeworkforourpupilswehopetoinvolveparentsmoreintheirchildren’sedu

cation,toincreaseparents’understandingofthework beingdonein school, toimprovethe 

feedbackforparentsabouttheirchildren’sprogressandtoextendandreinforce work 

coveredinschool.Atschool, 

homeworkenablesparentsandotherinterestedpartiestobecomecloselyinvolvedwithchildren’slear

ningandschoolwork”. 

AccordingtotheteachersoftheschoolsinterviewedinEnglandandPakistan,thepurposesofh

omeworkareasfollows: 

• Homeworkdevelopsskillsneededbytheschools 

• Createpartnershipwithparents 

• Parentsbecomemoreinvolved 

• Studentslearntoresearch 

• Studentslearnrevisionskills 

• Helpchildtoreachpotential 

• Developself-discipline 

• Consolidationoflearning 

• Developorganizationalskills 

• Developgoodstudyskills 

• Practiceskills 

• Learnhowtobroadenlearning 

• Consolidateskills 

• Developself-motivation 

Homeworkhasitsaims,meaningsandpurposes,whichneedseriousthinking,planningandim

plementation.Itshouldbeplannedinaccordancewithhelpingchildrenimproveandovercometheirwe

aknesses,andnotwastingtheirtime.Therefore,itisbesttotailortotheneedsoftheindividualpupilsoast

opushthebrightandpaymoreattentiontotheweak. 

Thismeansthatitisnothelpfultosethomeworkwhichjustaskspupilsto“finishoffwhatwestar

tedinclass...”asthisresultsinthemostablepupilsgettinganeasyride,andtheslowestfindingthemselve

slumbered. 

AccordingtooneoftheschoolsinLondon,homeworkisimportantto: 
 

• Todevelopfurthergoodworkhabitsandindependentstudyskills 

• Todevelopfurtheraself-discipliningandself-motivatingattitudetostudy 
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• Topracticeandreinforceskillslearnedintheclassroom 

• Toconsolidateandextendworkbegunintheclassroom 

• Toenhancestudybymakinggreateruseofmaterialsandsourcesofinformationwhichmaynotbeav

ailableintheclassroom,forexamplevisittothelocallibrary,museum,zoo,parks,shopsetc. 

• Toinvolveparentsandotheradultsinchildren’swork 

Overalltherewasastrongemphasisontheroleofhomeworkindevelopingthemotivationands

killsneededforindependentlearning.Homeworkisnotjustforpracticingandreinforcingwhathadbee

ntaught,butactuallyfordevelopingandusingadditionalskillswhichwouldbecomeincreasinglyimpo

rtantaspupilsgrewolder.Visitstoschoolsaspartofthestudyconfirmedtheseprioritiesbutalsoraisedne

wissues.Forexample,oneprimaryschoolinLondonhadaveryclearpolicydocument,thehead-

teacherstressedthatthemainpurposeofhomeworkwastogettheparentsinvolvedsothattheyknowwh

atworktheirchildwascovering,whileclassteachersseehomeworkasmainly supportingworkinclass 

andreinforcement.Forteachersthemostimportantpurposeis,toextendthelearningweek,toassesspu

pil’sknowledgeandtocompleteclasswork. 

Theissueof‘finishingoffclasswork’showsupmostclearlythetensionwhichcanarisebetwee

ntheofficial goalsandclassroompractice.Itis 

alsooneoftheapprovedpurposesofhomeworktoallowslowerpupilstocompleteclasswork.Insomes

choolsitwasseenaslegitimateastheythinkthathomeworkgivestimetopupilstothinkbetterintheirow

ntimeandthuscompleteworknotfinishedinclass. 

InmostschoolsofLondon,schoolstaffmembersarerequired,whereappropriate,totailorhom

eworktotheneedsoftheindividualpupilsoastostretchthebrightestandsupporttheweakest.Whereas 

in Pakistanischools,regularlysettingworkwhichjust asks pupils to 

‘finishoffwhatwestartedinclass’alongwithusualsamehomeworkforall,isacommonpractice,which

usuallyresultsinthemostablepupilsgettingaveryeasyride,andtheslowestbeingwellandtrulylumber

ed.FormanyPakistaniteachers,however,usinghomeworktocompleteclasswork was both 

acceptable andindeednecessary.Theresearchernoted 

acommonpracticeroutineinPakistanischools‘finishoffyourclasswork’approachwhichseemedtobe

thestapledietinmostsubjects,andwhichpupilsfoundunmotivated. 

Italsoallowsmoreeffectiveusetobemadeoflessontimesandimprovespupils’studyskillsand

attitudestolearning.Parentsneedtoknowwhathomeworktheirchildrenareexpected 
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todoandthesupporttheyshouldgive,andtowhatextent.Theschool’sapproachtohomeworkisexpecte

dtobeoneofthekeyelementsofitshome-schoolcontract. 

Theamountandtypeofhomeworkpupilsdocannotcontinuetobelefttochance.Theenormou

sinconsistenciesbetweenschoolsmeanthathundredsofthousandsofprimaryschoolchildrenaremiss

ingoutopportunitiestobuildonwhattheylearnintheclassroom. 

TheScope,MeaningandPurposeofHomework 

Firstofallthemostimportantthingisthatthereshouldbeconsensusatthegenerallevelbetwee

nparentsandteachersonthevalueofhomework.Thiswillencouragetheviewthatitsnatureandpurpos

eisunderstoodandshared.TherecentgrowthofhomeworkinPakistaniprimaryschoolshashighlighte

dlessfamiliaraspectsoftheagenda:suchasthepartwhichhomeworkcanplayindevelopinghome-

schoolrelations,informingparentsaboutthecurriculumandteachingmethodswhicharebeingusedin

schoolthusencouragingtheirmoreactiveinvolvementandcollaboration,andplanningdifferenthome

workforchildrenofdifferentcaliber. 

MostofthePakistanischools,wherehomeworkisalong-establishedtradition,tendto 

assume, understandably, that no definition of homework is needed.Whereas schools visitedfor 

this studyin Londonprovided adefinition forhomework forparents: ‘Workset tobe 

doneoutsidetheclassroomandnotunderstaffsupervision’.Itwasmorecommon,inhomeworkpolicie

sandguidelinesforparents,tolaunchstraightintothereasonsforsettinghomeworkandtheproceduresf

ormanagingit.Theremightbeadiscussionoftherangeofhomeworkinvolved.Someschoolguidelines

madeitcleartoparentsthattherehadbeenmajorchangesfromthetimewhentheywereinschool,intheki

ndoftaskswhichmightbesetforthehomework. 

Thereisachecklistwhichmightbeusefulforpupils,parentsandteacherswhiledoingordesign

inghomework.Though,eachschoolisrequiredtoproduceitsownmoredetailedpolicytocomplywitht

hesecriteria: 

Withintheprimaryschoolyearsweseehomeworkembracingawiderangeofactivities,occasi

onsandeventswhichincludesmanyofthefollowingatvarioustimes: 

• Weeklylearningoftimetables 

• Weeklylearningofspellings 

• Readingtofamilymembersorlisteningtoafamilymemberread 
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• Familyvisitstolocalmuseums,zoo,farmsetc.,reinforcingaspectsofcurrentclassroomstudies 

• Completionofassignmentsduringweekendsorholidayperiodsinrelationtotopicstudies 

• Involvementinactivitiessuchassportsclubs,dancing,musicinstrumentpracticeetc. 

• Theschool’sprogrammeofwide-rangingextra-curricularactivities. 

Oneoftheschool’saimsis‘topromoteacloseliaisonbetweenhomeandschool’.Bysettingho

meworkforourpupilswehopetoinvolveparentsmoreintheirchildren’seducation,toincreaseparents’
understandingoftheworkbeingdoneinschool,toimprovethefeedbackforparentsabouttheirchildren

’s progressandtoextend andreinforce work covered in 

school.Atschoolwebelieveregularhomeworkenablesparentsandotherinterestedpartiestobecomec

loselyinvolvedwithchildren’slearningandschoolwork. 

Therewasastrongemphasisontheroleofhomeworkindevelopingthemotivationandskillnee

dedforindependentlearning.Assomestaffandpoliciesexplained,thedemandofcourseworkmeantth

atitwasessentialforpupilstodeveloptheself-

disciplineandstudyskillsforsustainedworkfromyoungageonwards.Inotherwords,homeworkwasn

otjustforpracticingandreinforcingwhathadbeentaught,butactuallyfordevelopingandusingadditio

nalskillswhichwouldbecomeincreasinglyimportantaspupilsgrewolder. 

InLondonatprimarylevelthepurposeofhomeworkismainlytogetparentsinvolvedsothatthe

yknowwhatworktheirchildrenwerecovering,andinPakistanischoolsitismainlytosupport 

andreinforce 

workdoneinclass.Itisalsohelpfultopreparechildrenforsecondaryschoolandcollegeandusinghome

workasanopportunityforsomepupilstofinishoffworktheyhadnotcompletedinclass.Inshortitismai

nlytoextendthelearninghours,toassesspupils’knowledgeandtocompleteclasswork,althoughoften

‘finishingoff’wasrestrictedto‘occasional’use. 

Whatemergedfromalltheevidenceonthepurposeofhomeworkwasseenbytheschoolstaff,w

hichoftenhadabroadandstrategicviewonthismatter,asanopportunitytodevelopandbroadenlearnin

gskillsandeventolaythefoundationsoflifelonglearning.Thisinvolved,especiallyintheearlyyears,th

eclosestpartnershipwithparents;indeed,anumberofschoolsdefinedthemformallyas‘co-

educators’.Forseniormanagersthismeantthathomeworkcouldbeavaluablesecondarypurposeof‘ed

ucating’parentsaboutthecurriculumandteachingmethods.Formanyclassandsubjectteachers,thep

urposeofhomeworkwaslikelytobeseeninmorepracticalterms. 
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• ClearLeadershipandConsultationbytheSeniorManagers 

Thehomework policyhas been activelydeveloped infull consultation with the 

restofthestaffandindeedwithparents,oftenoverasustainedperiod. 

• HomeworkasPartoftheOverallMission 

Homeworkispresentedaspartofoveralllearningstrategy,‘embedded’inclassroompractice,

andinlinewiththeschoolethos. 

• Consistency 

Thepurposesareknownandunderstoodbyallteachers,pupilsandparents;andobservedinpra

ctice. 

• Reinforcement 

Manymethodsareusedforgettingthemessagehome,especiallytoparentsandpupils, 

e.g.simpleguidelinesappropriatetotheiraudience,workshops,termletters,in-

servicetraining,monitoringofpractice. 

Onechallengeindevelopingsuchagreementwasthefeelingthatpupils’circumstanceshadto

betakenintoaccountintherationaleforhomework,includingtheirageabilityandhomecontext.Thepri

maryschoolheadsstressedtheneedtostrengthenreadingskillsandbuildgreaterparentalinvolvementi

ntheearlyyears,withmoreindependent,‘research-

oriented’workinlateryears.Somealsofeltthatthemainpurposeofhomeworkwastopreparepupilsfor

secondaryschoolroutines. 

Whatseemstobeemergingisthatschoolshavedefinedalargenumberofpurposesforhomewo

rk, withpriorities shiftingmainlyinrelation toage and stage.The shiftin 

prioritiesismainlyrelatedtotherelativerolesofparentandchildateachstage,andintherangeoftasksw

hichthechildrenareexpectedtoundertake‘independently’astheygetsolder. 

Thuswecansaythatthethreekeypurposesofhomeworkare: 
 

• Raisingachievement, 

• Improvinghome-schoollinks, 

• Enhancingthereputationoftheschool. 

Raisingachievement  and  home-school  partnership  would  be  found  inalmost  

allLondonschools,butthestrategiesforachievingthesegoalsmightreceivedifferentemphasis,depen

ding ontheschool context.Thethird,enhancingthe reputationoftheschool, isanoftenimplicit,but 

significant purpose, certainlyfor seniormanagers.From each of thesepurposes it 
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wouldbepossibletoderivealargenumberofmorespecificobjectives,andthisiswherethedifferencesb

etweensub-

groupscouldbeidentifiedanddiscussed.WhereasinPakistanischoolsthe‘improvinghome-

schoollinks’wasmostlyignoredwhereasthethirdonewasmostpopular. 

TheStatusofHomework 

Oneoftheissuesthathaveemergedfromthisdiscussionoftheperceivedpurposeofhomework

isitsstatus:howimportantdoschoolsconsiderhomework,andjustwhyisitimportant?Ishomeworkau

sefulextra,oranintegralandessentialpartofthelearningprogramme?Ifitisessential,doesitfollowthat

itisanentitlement? 

AlmostallschoolpoliciesandguidelineswhichIsaw,stressedtheimportanceofhomeworkan

dthecontributionitmakestoenhancingachievement.Someotherindicatorsare,therefore,neededtoas

sesshowschoolsapplythisprincipleintheirpractice. 

Theseindicatorsrelatetotheschool’sexpectationsabouthomeworkanditsintegrationintothelearnin

gstrategy. 

Setting Expectations 

Theindicatorsneededhereareaboutaccessandcompliance.Ifhomeworkistohavehighstatus

,thenitisessentialthatallpupilsareenabledandrequiredtocompleteiteffectively.Inotherwords,theya

llneedaccesstotheappropriatematerialsandconditions,whichwillvaryaccordingtotheage,ability,s

pecialneedsandhomecircumstancesofthepupil.Oncethischallengehasbeenaddressed,schoolscanb

erigorousinapplyingrulesaboutwhenandhowtheworkshouldbecompleted. 

SomeLondonprimaryschoolsfeltthatoneofthebestwaysofhelpingpupilstomanagetheirho

meworkeffectivelywastoputamajoreffortintostrategiesforenablingallparentstosupportandworkw

iththeirchildren,whichincludesprovidingguidelinesandworkshopsonreading,spellingandwriting,

andalsoensuringallhadthebasicmaterials. 

Oneschoolof London (school  F)provided details of community-

basedprojectstoprovidehomeworkclubsforlessablepupils.Teachingstudyskillswasanotherwayof

equippingallpupilstotackleindependentlearningmoreeffectively.Providingsufficientresources,pa

rticularlybooksorinternetfacilitywasoftenmentionedasaproblem,whereasingeneralmostschoolsc

ouldsupplywhatwasneeded;perhapsanotherinterpretationisthathomeworktasksweredesignedtofi

ttheavailableresources.Forexample,itisnotfeasibletogiveassignmentstopupilsfromverypoorback

grounds(governmentprimaryschoolsinPakistan)thatrequiretheuseofthecomputersorotherexpansi

vematerials.However,problems 
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persisted,withsomeschoolsunawareofhowmanypupilsfaceddifficultiesathome,withoutbooks,acc

esstocomputerorinternet,supportfromparents,spaceforhomework,orofthetimesomeofthemspent

onextendedtasks. 

Thentherewastheissueofcompliance.Ifhomeworkistobeacceptedasimportantbystaff,pup

ilsand parents,the school hasto makethe groundrules clear, applythem 

clearlyandconsistentlyandalsoseethattheyarerespected.Thisprovedmoredifficultinthoseprimarys

choolswhichdefinedhomeworkasavaluablebutessentiallyvoluntaryactivity,orleftittotheclassteac

hertodecidetherules.Parentsinparticularappreciatedclear,easilyunderstoodinstructionsaboutdead

linesandrequirements,andmanyLondonprimaryschoolsprovidedthese,oftenconcentratingonthet

asksandtheschedule(whenhomeworkwouldbesetandhandedinortested),ratherthanstricttimealloc

ations.Theseschedulesoftenincludedshort-

termtasks,tobecompletedoverafewdays,and(forolderstudents)occasionallongertasks,scheduledt

olastseveralweeks.Manyschoolsmadetherequirementsclearandexplicit,oftenrecordingtheminsch

oolplanners. 

IntegratingHomeworkintotheLearningProgramme 

Itisanacceptedprinciplethathomeworkshouldbefullyintegratedintothelearningprogram

me,andthatstaffshouldnotset‘one-

off’tasksunrelatedtotheworkinhandsimplyinordertosatisfythehomeworktimetable.Inwhatwaysc

ouldthisideabedemonstratedinpractice?Thethreekeyideasconcernedhereare: 

• Assessment, 

• Planningand 

• Evaluation. 

Theschool’sviewofthestatusofhomeworkmayshowupinhowitisassessed.Forexample,so

meprimaryschoolsgradedhomeworkpartlytoshowitwasimportantandmustbedone,whileothersass

esseditequallywithclassworkaspartoftheformalprogrammetodemonstratethatitwasindeedintegra

l.Oneofthestrategiestheyencouragedstafftousetoensurethathomeworkwascompletedwastomakeh

omeworkasessentialpartofpupils’assessedwork.Bycontrastsomerefusedtoassessworkdoneathom

ebecausethestandardwaslowerthanclasswork,orparentshadintervenedtoomuch.Othersfelthighsta

tusforhomeworkwas quitecompatiblewith 

amoreinformalapproach,especiallyonassessments.Theplanningandmakingofhomeworkisaconte

ntiousissueinmanyschools.Withoutclearguidance,it 
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producedaburdenofworkforconscientiousteacherswhichoftenresultedinslowandthereforelesseff

ectivefeedbacktopupils.Thiscouldreducethestatusandvalueofhomeworkintheeyesofpupils.Theas

sessmentshouldbesuchwhichensuresthattheresultshelppupilstomakeprogressintheclassroom. 

Guidanceonplanninghomeworkandmoreespeciallyonevaluatingitsqualityalsohelpedtoi

ndicatehowseriouslyhomeworkwastakenbyschoolsasakeyelementoftheirlearningpolicy.Schools

coulddemonstratetheircommitmenttointegratinghomeworkintothecurriculumbymakingclearthat

homeworkhadtobeexplicitlylinkedtotheschemeofworkandindicatinghowthatmightbedone.Inso

mecases,thismeantplanninginadvanceasetofhomeworktaskstocomplementclassworkforeachmo

duleortopic. 

Themeaningandpurposeofhomeworkisnotalwaysmadeexplicit,andthattheremaybediffer

inginterpretations,betweenandwithinschools.Tosomeextentthisisbecausethe nature ofhomework 

tasks andthe purposesthey serve,changeand develop aschildren 

getolder.Therearealsosomeindicationsthatseniormanagerstendtoseehomeworkasservingastrategi

cpurposewhileotherteachersmaystressmorepragmaticgoals,suchasexpendingthe timeavailable 

forlearning or allowing slowerlearnerstocatch up withtherest.There 

wasgreaterconsensusinschoolswhichhadtakenthetroubletoconsultparentsandothers. 

Thestatusofhomeworkintheschoolwasindicatedbytheseriousnesswithwhichtheschool 

communicatedand enforceditspolicy, andthe practical strategies for realizing 

thegoalofintegratinghomeworkintothelearningprogramme.Thismeantensuringallpupilsweregive

nandenabledtocompleterelevantandappropriatehomeworkthateveryeffortwasmadetoseethatthey

diditandthattheirworkwasvaluedthroughthequalityofteachers’responsetoit. 

Ithasbecomeclearthatthescope,purposeandstatusofhomeworkprogrammesandpoliciesde

pendonthecontributiontheymaketobroaderschoolgoalsandstrategies.Homeworkmayalsobeprese

ntedaspartofoneormoreofthefollowing: 

• Awiderhome-schoolpolicy,includinghome-

schoolcontracts,communicationwithparents,parentalsupport; 

• Programmesto promote key skillsincluding supportedself-study,individual 

actionplanning,independentlearning; 

• Strategiestopromotecommunitylinks,includingmentoring,linkswithlibraries,parentandcom

munitygroups,studycentres. 

It shows that homework contributesto theoverall strategy to raise achievement,through 

thesechannels,ratherthanpresentinghomeworkalmostasanendinitself. 
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Homeworkisauniqueaspectofschoolpolicybecauseitsoclearlybestridesthedividinglinebe

tweenhomeandschool.Itthereforerequirestheactiveinvolvementofbothparties;pupilsandparents,c

ollaboratingwiththeschoolstaff.Schoolsseemtohaveabetterchanceofachievingthisinvolvementift

heirstaffmembersareclearandunitedonhowhomeworkcancontributepositivelytothebroadergoals

oftheschool,particularlyformoreeffectivelearning. 

Suggestions 

Thisstudystartedwithasinglequestion,whichwasthendividedandsub-

dividedintomanymore.Thequestionwas‘whatrolehomeworkplaysintheeducationofchildreninPa

kistaniandBritishprimaryschools?’ThiswasthenstudiedwithregardtothePakistaniparentsinLahor

eandBritish-

PakistaniparentswhohavemigratedtoEnglandfrom(mostly)smallvillagesofPakistan.AstheBritish

-

Pakistaniparentswerethemainactorsofthisstudy,theywereexploredinalldirections,suchastheirbac

kground,religiousthinking,education,customs,traditionsandwaysofliving,tofindoutthereasons,c

auses,andexplanationsofthebehaviouroftheseparentsinregardtotheirchildren’seducation.Manyq

uestionsarosewhentheBritish-

Pakistaniswerestudiedindetail,andinfindingtheanswertoaquestionmanymorequestionscameinste

ad,andthentheiranswersgaverisetomorequestions.Thisishowitbecamealengthyin-

depthstudyfromthesimplequestionwhereitstartedfrom. 

Itisinterestingtonotethatthepatternsofparentalinvolvementintheirchildren’seducationint

hetwogroupsofparentswerequitedifferentfromeachother:ItwasfoundthattheBritish-

PakistanigroupwantedmorehomeworkfortheirchildrenandPakistaniparentsdemandedthatthesch

oolsshouldgivelesshomework. 

Whatneedsdireattentionistheentiresystem.Qualityshouldbecomeapriorityandcorruptpra

cticesshouldberuledout.Theapproachhastobeintheformofmultiplecommitmentsinsteadofasingul

arintervention.Teachersneedastimulatingenvironmentwithmaximumparentalsupport.Theycanim

portsomeofthestructuresthathaveprovedworkableintheprivatesector. 

Theconnectionsbetweenfamilies,schools,andcommunitiesarenotyetseenasvitallyrelated

tothepremiersocialtaskofbreakingthelinkbetweenpovertyandsocialandacademicfailureforsoman

ypoorchildren—
thetaskofreformingtheeducationprocesssothatallchildren(notjustsomeofthem)cansucceed. 

Parentalinvolvementshouldbeviewedasoneofmanyneededconnectionsbetweenschools,f

amilies,andcommunitiesthatmightcontributetosocialandacademicsuccessforall 
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children.Inaddition,alloftheseconnectionsshouldbeviewedasonlyonepartofanoverallefforttorefo

rmeducationalstructuresandattitudes.Notaskendsinitself.Butcreatingmoreandbetterconnections

betweenallthepartsofthechild’sworldisonepromisingplacetostart,anditissomethingweknowhowt

odoifwehavethepoliticalwilltodoso. 

Oneofthekeyfindingsofthisstudyisthatrealpartnershipbetweenparentsandschoolsdepend

sonmutualrespectandtrustbetweenthepartners.Thismeansthateachneedstorecognizewhattheothe

risbringingtotheircollaboration.Buildingpartnershipsinthiswaytakestimeandcommitmentbutcan

transformtheatmosphereandeffectivenessofaschool. 

NowIhavecometoknowthatparentsinPakistanneedtobetaughthowtotakepartintheeducati

onoftheirchildrenandhowhelpfulitcouldbe.TheteachersinPakistan,especiallyingovernmentschoo

ls,knowthattheparentsarenotallowedtoinvestigateaboutor‘interfere’intheschoolmatters.Thatisw

hytheyfeelfreetodowhatevertheywantto. 
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