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The real status of Prophetic Authority and the views of Daniel
Brown; an analytical study
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ABSTRACT:

This article addresses the questions about the nature of Prophetic authority, raised by
contemporary orient list Daniel W. Brown in his book 'Rethinking Tradition in
Modern Islamic Thought'. In the fourth chapter, he tries to prove that the nature of
Prophetic authority is controversial among the modern Muslim scholars namely the
supporters of hadith, deniers of hadith and those who adopted a middle way. He
argues that the theory of infallibility (isma) of the Prophet (SAW) entered into
classical sunni doctrine around ninth Century AD. Most of the Muslim scholars are of
the view that the Prophet (SAW) is infallible inasmuch as the revelation is concerned,
but they differed in matters falling outside the sphere of revelation. In this way the
personality of the Messenger of Allah was divided into two spheres, human and
Prophetic. The question as to where to drop a line between the two caused great
discussions among the Muslim scholars. Brown states that, during 19th and 20th
centuries, these debates led the Muslim scholars of India and Egypt to heated
discussions about the authority of the Prophet (SAW) and his Sunnah. He, then,
discusses at length the views of different scholars and comes up with results of his
own liking. This study tries to clarify ambiguities created by Daniel Brown during the
course of discussion and indicates the real status of the Prophetic authority among the
Muslims ofall ages
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1. There is little to suggest this idea in the Quran.*
2. The in-fallibility of Prophet found its way into mainstream sunni doctrine by the
ninth Century of the common era.?

3. The jurists divide Prophetic sunna into non-binding (al-sunnah al-'adiya) in order to
get a useful tool to avoid legal application of inconvenient traditions.’
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"The problem with infallibility is that it leaves so little room for improvement or for
change of any kind"*2
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Where pre-modern Muslim piety envisions Muhammad as a cosmic figure, larger than
life and invested with superhuman qualities, modern treatments of Muhammad bring
the prophet back down to earth...... Begining with Shah WaliUllah Muslim thinkers,
especially in India, began to take a new interest in the sunna of the Prophet as a model
for social and political reforms....The challenge of missionary polemics and orientalist
schol&rship of Muhammad encouraged the tendency to demythologize Muhammad's
life".
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Imaginary, fictitious or not based on facts or scientific study’’
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"Myths narrate fantastic events with no attempt at proof, it is sometime assumed that
they are simply stories with no factual bases and the word has become synonym for
falsehood or at best, misconception".38
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