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Abstract
Mpystical letters are among the miracles of Quran. These mystical letters
are present at the start of Quranic Surah’s (Chapters). These are among
the mutashabihat (Analogies) of Quran. Muslim scholars tried to define
their meanings. Like other aspects of Quran and Hadith orientalists talk
about mystical letters of the Quran. This article analyses the theories of
Hartwig Hirschfeld and Edward Goossens regarding mysterious letters
of Quran. What are their views about mystical letters of the Quran? Are
their views according to the Islamic point of view of mystical letters?
What are the deviations and differences as compared to traditional
Islamic point of view of mystical letters? This research has been
analytical by nature, both qualitative and analytical methods have been
implemented. Analyses of their views in the light of traditional Islamic
concept of mystical letters, shows that Orientalists including Hartwig
Hirschfeld and Edward Goossens thought that mystical letters are not the
part of revelation. According to them these are the names of the sources
from which different chapters of the Quran had been taken during its
compilation. They are the old names and introductory words about sorah
like Bismillah.But evidence shows that Quran being the book of Lord is
unchanged and mystical letters are a part of it. Even some orientalists
argue that the opinion of Hartwig Hirschfeld and Edward Goossens is
not correct.
Keywords: interfaith harmony, present era, divine books, religious

personalities, peace
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If Muhammad were the author of those initials, he must have had an
important share in the arrangement of the surahs, and this would
contradict all we know about the compilation of the Qura’n. It is also
strange that out of the more than two hundred address ( of which the
hundred and fourteen suras of the Quran are composed) only twenty nine
are preceded by initials and that they are invariably found at the heads
of compound suras. No one will for a moment make Muhammad
responsible for the arrangement of e.g suras 2 and 3. Thus much is clear
that the letters were added when the arrangement of the Quran in its
present form was completed.'”
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The present names for the soras were not always or universally
accepted...this variety of names, Goossens argues, must have been
much greater in the past than it is now, when everything Islamic has
become so stereo-typed, and so he proposes to regard the letters in
question as remains of old names which once were current.?!
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Suras 10, 11, 12, 14, 15 all deals with the same subject, the history of the
Apostles whom God had throughout the ages sent to mankind to warn
them. Moreover they are known by the names of the apostles like Jonah,
Hud, Joseph, Abraham, Al hijr (i.e Salih) and they all have the same
introduction. Thus Goossens thinks they once formed a Sura group
known as the Apostle- group and called by the general name ““ Al- Rusul”
1.e the Apostles and arranged in order of their length. Later each of them
became known by its own prominent Apostle’s name but the ALR

attached to them all preserved the old tradition.”’
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We have no evidence that Muhammad had access to the Christian
scriptures, though it is just possible that fragments of the old or New
Testament may have reached him through Chadijah or waraka other
Meccan Christians, possessing MSS. >
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These letters always follow the bismillah, and we have seen reasons to
think that the bismillah belongs to the text and not to the editing. It seems
probable, therefore, that these letters also belong to the composition of

the text, and were not external marks added either in Muhammad’s life-
time or by later compiler.’®
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Goossens succeeded in a number of cases, but in some his solutions
were impossible, and in others he had to assume some drastic
rearrangement of contents and change of division of surahs.
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The readers will soon observe that much of what follows is based on

facts already established by scholars who have dealt with problems
related to the composition and textual history of the Koran ©!
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