P e LS a2
* J)L/G

Abstract

Systematic human anatomical dissection was not a pursuit of
medieval Islamic society any more than it was in the contemporary
Christian lands. Many Muslim scholars lauded the study of anatomy,
primarily as a way of demonstrating the design and wisdom of
Almighty God.

Many noteworthy contributions were made in the history of
anatomy and physiology by eminent medieval Muslim physicians.
First the study of anatomy started with the translation of Greek
manuscripts. But within a couple of hundreds of years, Muslim
surgeons started performing surgery with their primary focus on
Ophthalmology. All the major Arabic and Persian medical
encyclopedias had sections on anatomy. These were occasionally
illustrated with schematic diagrams of the eye or the cranial sutures,
bones of the upper jaw, blood circulation, or the nervous system.

Many books were written detailing various surgeries, surgical
instruments were invented, hospitals with surgical wards were
founded, and Muslim physicians corrected many mistakes found in
medical books of previous physicians and surgeons.

Mansur ibn Yusuf'ibn Ilyas produced an atlas of the human body
with colored diagrams. It consists of an introduction followed by 5
chapters on the 5 “systems’ of the body: bones, nerves, muscles, veins
and arteries, each illustrated with a full-page diagram.

Towering figures like Zakariya Razi, Ibn Sena, al-Zahrawi, Ibn
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Nafis made phenomenal breakthroughs in surgical techniques. Their
medical works were used as text books in medieval Europe which
brought about Renaissance.

This article covers a wide variety of contributions of Muslim
surgeons in the field of surgery.
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Often opthalmia infects by being looked at and often (the
condition of) multiple evil ulcers (also) transferable. Generally

speaking in every illness which has decomposition and (bad) air, one
should distance oneself from the afflicted or sit upwind from them.
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"the arteries are situated close to the veins because they depend on
each other. This is so because they are connected to each other so
that the veins may receive warmth from the arteries in order for the
content of the veins to be cooked as well as the spirit of life which
spreads about in the veins with their content. On their part the
arteries receive from the veins the fine and vaporous components of
the blood. This occurs through the pores, which communicate from
the one to the others (from arteries to the veins) and cannot be seen
by the senses"
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the material of which heart is made is impermeable, and no blood can

pass through its surface. Therefore this must pass by way of lungs
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The anatomical diagrams contained have especially attracted the
attention of Dr. Karl Sudhoff, who published them from the India
Office MS in Studien zur geschichte der Medizin. (Leipzig 1908),
and who has suggested that they represent an ancient tradition going
back, perhaps, to the Alexandrian school
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"Mansur ibn Ilyas (1380-1422 AD): A Persian anatomist and his

book of anatomy, Tashrih-i Mansuri". Journal of Medical Biography.
24: 67-71.
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excision must be wide and bold, all veins running to the tumor must

be included in the amputation. Even if this is not sufficient , then the
area affected should be cauterized.
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Al-Majusi states that surgery on large arteries should be avoided
because of risk of death from blood loss. For smaller arteries,
however, al-Majusi advised physicians to cut open the patient's flesh
to expose the blood vessel and then to tie it off at either end of the
aneurysm with silk thread. A very similar procedure is used to treat
aneurysms in small arteries to this day.
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