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Abstract:
Hindi is direct descendant of Khari-Boli dialect spoken in Delhi and
its surroundings during the 13th century. Khari-Boli was developed
from the Shauraseni Apabhramsha which was the third stage of
Indo-Aryan Family of Languages in Madhiyadesa. As the progress
of Hindi and Urdu was always a controversial topic between the
scholars of both languages due to issues of nationalism and
religious attachments, therefore it is not very easy to develop a
concept about the origin of these languages. The very first
misunderstanding regarding the origin of Hindi was created
unintentionally by G.A. Grierson. He categorized Madhiyadesa's
languages under the titles of 'Eastern Hindi' and 'Western Hindi' in
'Linguistic Survey of India'. Later, in Fort William College, Lallu Lal
Kavi made an effort to develop a new (style of) language. He wrote
'Prem Sagar' replacing all Arabic and Persian words with Sanskrit
and Braj Basha words. Although both of these developments have
no mutual link, however it led to the start of misconceptions about
origin of Hindi. This article deals with the theories and facts about

the origin of Hindi and analyzes the relationship between Hindi
and its dialects.
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"A development of the Prakrit of that tract, Ardha-Magadhi,
hence became the sacred language of the Jains and its
modern successor, Eastern Hindi, through the influence of
the great poetical genius, became the mediam for
celebrating the Gestes of Rama, and, in consequence, the
dialect used for at least half the literature of Hindostan.
Eastern Hindi, which includes three dialects, Awadhi, Bagheli
and Chhattisgarhi, occupies part of six provinces, namely,

Oudh, the Province of Agra, Baghelkhand, Bundhelkhand,
Chota Nagpur, and the Central Provinces."®)
Sl w2 e = S G S A

"The Home of Western Hindi closely agrees with
Madhyadesa, or Midland, of ancient Sanskrit geographers.
The Madhyadesa was the country between the Saraswati on
the west and what is now Allahabad on the east. Its northern
boundary was the Himalaya Range and its southern the
Narbada River. Between these limits lay, according to
tradition, the holy land of Brahmanism. It was the centre of
Hindu civilization, and the abode on earth of its deities.
Western Hindi does not extend as far east as Allahabad, its
eastern limit is about Cawnpore, but in other respects the
area in which it is spoken is almost exactly the same as
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madhyadesa.--Western Hindi has five dialects, Hindostani,

Bapgaru, Braj Bhakha, Kanauji, and Bundeli."®
o d:"?u’}ﬂ) i E S8 3P S et e = LGl
Ut 2o G E (e G AUt i) Ui oL S P&
SIS 6 §IES T bl S L U st A U
Qr:'lf‘aCﬁlgg@y&mJ@wémmanqrf;yKgﬁ“//l)’m-uyw/
VI S SIS S f e P P S st L S ae
SR SAUIL b bt end sl b S e A5
At L S Pt L UAEL U 351 b WS
WL SR
"...Europeans use the word [Hindi] in two mutually
contradictory senses, viz. sometimes to indicate the
Sanskritised, or at least the non-Persianised, form of
Hindostani, which is employed as a literary for of speech by
Hindus, and which is usually written in the Nagri character;
and sometimes. Loosely, to indicate all the rural dialects
spoken between Bengal proper and Panjab. In the present
pages, | use it only in the former sense. This Hindi [dialect of
Hindostani] , therefore, or, as it is sometimes called,
'High-Hindi' in the prose literary language of these Hindus of
Upper India who do not employ Urdu. It is of modern origin,
having been introduced under English influence at the
commencement of the last century. Up till then, when a

Hindu wrote prose and did not use Urdu, he wrote in his own
dialect, Awadhi, Bundeli, Braj Bhakha, or what not."3)
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"According to Udyotana Suri's Kuvalayama, there were at
least sixteen regional languages and dialects current in the
eighth-ninth centuries. In the north, in Panjab, and in the
east, in the languages and dialects prevalent between Bihar
and Bengal, we notice that although in their spoken form they
had local peculiarities, they were nevertheless gradually

tending towards a common standard. It is clear from the
Apabhransa literature of eighth to twelfth century that, on
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account of the particular feature of development mentioned
above, the literary language of the time was in large measure
standardized, and in the written form there were not many
regional variations. The emergence of Hindi as a common
language of literary usage is clearly evident from the
Apabhransa literature of the time. The best examples of the
exogenous development of the Hindi language and its
literature are to be found in the writings of the Siddha poets.
There is no doubt that we find the oldest forms of Hindi in
those works."(18)
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"Thus we see that but for a few of its phonetic peculiarities
Apabhransa is so clearly connected to Hindi that no one can
doubt it is the immediate precursor of Hindi. This is how
Chatterji puts it: Western Apabhransa may, in a way, be
called the immediate precursor of Brajbhasha and
Hindusthani (Chatterji 's term for Hindi, free from Persian
admixture, as distinguished from Hindustani). Chandradhar
Sharma Guleri says it only a little differently. The old
Apabhransa had similarities with Sanskrit and Prakrit and the
later Apabhransa with old Hindi. From the seventh to

eleventh centuries of Vikram era, Apabhransa was
predominant and then turned into old Hindi."(20)
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"A lot of confusion about the language of those times would
be cleared and controversies set at rest if these dialects of
Hindi [Brajbasha, Khari boli, Awadhi, Bhojpuri and Bundeli]
were not contraposed one to the other but understood to be
organic parts of the one, integrated Hindi Language which

they are now, and were even more so then because their

particular dialectical characteristics had not taken shape."(26)
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"We have, thus, seen that Rajasthani and Panjabi and
Haryani, as cognate languages of Western Hindi, have
played an important part in the formation of Hindi, and so it
is only to be expected that their traces should be found in the
language of Gorakhnath. However, another important point
calling for conceptual clarity in this regard is the role of
dialects of Hindi- Brajbasha and Khari Boli in the west, and
Kosali or Awadhi and Bhojpuri in the east, the latter two

constituting what is called Purabi, the eastern speech-in the
formation of the new language at that early stage. It seems
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that eight or nine hundred years ago, when Hindi was at its
initial stage of formation without any clear identity or specific
characters of its own, it did what was for it the most natural
thing to do, that is, draw freely upon the various forms of
speech prevalent in its wide territory, from Rajasthani on the
one hand to Purabi on the other. Thus Hindi, at that time was
what its various dialects (all in their earliest stage of
formation) and the other cognate languages of Hindi (also
incipient) made it."(28)
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