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Abstract:

Theory of Aryan invasion of India has been very imperative in
historiography in India. The Aryans have been projected as that
white colored superior race which established the foundation of
great Indian Civilization in North India by most of the western
philologists. Aryan Invasion Theory (AIT) has been a highly
decisive theory in India since last one & a half century.
Interestingly, this theory is in fact a hypothesis which states that
the Aryans came to India from somewhere outside of this country,
in 1500 BC and drove out the local Dravidians into South India.
Local historians, philologists and archeologists especially
belonging to Hindu community has been saying that this theory is
constructed to set the fact that India was ruled and civilized all
along by the outsiders. It is also postulated that AIT was in fact an
item of imperialistic agenda of Asiatic Society of Bengal. One
prominent member of this society and a liable servant of East India
Company Friedrich Max Miiller posited this Idea. While Pro-AIT
scholars say that rejecting AIT is actually the agenda of 'Hindutva'.
This article is a study of AIT along with its sustaining and

discarding points and arguments. An effort has been made to
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analyze AIT from linguistics angle also to verify the perspective of

Urdu and other Aryan languages.
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"I have been asked repeatedly why I applied the name of
Aryan to that family of language which we have just
examined; I feel that I am bound to give an answer. Arya
is a Sanskrit word, and in the later Sanskrit it means
noble, of a good family. It was, however, originally a
national name, and we see traces of it as late as the
law-book of the Manavas, where India is still called
Arya-avarta, the abode of the Aryas. In the old Sanskrit,
in the hymns of the Veda, arya occurs frequently as a
national name and as a name of honour, comprising the
worshippers of the gods of the Brahmans, as opposed to
their enemies, who are called in the Veda Dasyus."(A)
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"Sanskrit and Zend share certain words and
grammatical forms in common which do not exist in any
of the other Aryan languages; and there can be no doubt
that the ancestors of the poets of the Veda and of the
worshippers of Ahurd mazddo lived together for some
time after they had left the original home of the whole
Aryan race."(9)
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e
"At the first dawn of traditional history we see these
Aryan tribes migrating across the snow of the Himaliya
southward toward the "Seven River" (the Indus, the five
rivers of the Punjab and the Sarsvati), and ever since
India has been called their home. That before that time
they had been living in more northern regions, within
the same precincts with the ancestors of the Greek, the
Italians, Slovenians, Germans, and Celts, is a fact as
firmly established as that the Normans of William the

Conqueror were the northmen of Scandinavia."(/+)
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"It is a matter for regret that this term 'Aryan’ is

requently used, and especially by the English, in an

extended sense, as equivalent to 'Indo-European'. It is

really the name of oneof the tribes of these

satem-people, as used by these people themselves. In

the following pages it will be used only with this

meaning, and it will not be applied to other

satem-people, or to languages, such as English, Latin, or

German, which are sometimes called 'Aryan languages'

in England. This word 'Aryan' is an Aryan word,

originally used by the Aryan people , and among other
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suggested interpretations is said to mean 'of good

family', 'noble'. Indians and Eranians who are

descended from an Indo-European stock have a perfect

right to call themselves Aryans, but we English have

not."(11)
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"However under secrutiny, the Aryan Invasion Theory

lacks justification....For example the Sarasvati River is

glowingly praised in the Reg-Veda. However, the

Sarasvati River stopped flowing and later dried up.

Recent scientific studies calculate that the river stopped

flowing as early as around 8000 BCE. It dried up near

Qd73
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the end of Indus Valley civilization, at least by 1900
BCE. This was no doubt one reason why these cities
were abandoned. This also means if the Vedic people
came after the Indus Valley culture, they could not have
known of the Sarasvati River. This is further evidence
that the Vedas were from many years before the time of
the Indus Valley society and were not brought into the

region by some Invasion."(/*")
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"They settled down in Northwest India. Theybrought
their language with them. Quite logically. This was
Sanskrit. But without scripts. They invented the device
of writing in India only. Had they brought a script with
them, we would have found it in their original native
land. However the Sanskrit script was found nowhere.
Therefore it is deduced that the need to store their
knowledge for future generations in writing was first felt
in Northwest India and they accomplished the job

nicely. How long does it usually take for a cultural

community to devise a script? "Philologists" or
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"Comparative Linguists" do not tell us anything about
that. We must be content with the fact that "Aryans"
from Central Asia moving around discovered the
Hindukush Pass, drove out the inhabitants from this
hospitable Northwest India to the South, settled down,
acquired new knowledge, invented a script for writing
and produced a huge amount of highly sophisticated
literature.... In most ancient part of this literaturethese
"New Indians" called themselves "Aryans"; so we are
told."(17)
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"I have declared again and again that if I say Aryas, I

mean neither blood nor bones, nor hair nor skull; I

mean simply those who speak an Aryan language. The

same applies to Hindus, Greeks, Romans, Germans,

Celts, and Slaves. When I speak of them I commit

myself to no anatomical characteristics. The blue-eyed

and fair-haired Scandinavians may have been

conquerors or conquered, they may have adopted the

language of their darker lords or their subjects, or vice

versa. I assert nothing beyond their language when I call

them Hindus, Greeks, Romans, Germans, Celts, and

Slaves; and in that sense, and in that sense only, do I say

that even the blackest Hindus represent an earlier stage

of Aryan speech and thought than the fairest

Scandinavians. This may seem strong language, but in

matters of such importance we cannot be too decided in

our language. To me an ethnologist who speaks of Aryan

race, Aryan blood, Aryan eyes and hair, is as great a

sinner as a linguist who speaks of a dolichocephalic

dictionary or a brachycephalic grammar."(11)
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"....But I must find some further occupation here, for

Sanskrit alone does not yield enough to live on. It is

delightful to reconstruct a chapter in the historical

consciousness of mankind, especially one that is so

ancient and as important for the intellectual migrations

of the Aryans as is the Vedic epoch. But when mankind is

at work it requires people who can wield the hammer in




(@/’*K LBk Tt SUsLT )

order to forge a new link iri the chain of humanity."(1<)
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".... I'feel convinced, though I shall not live to see it, that
this edition of mine and the translation of the Veda will
hereafter tell to a great extent on the fate of India, and
on the growth of millions of souls in that country. It is
the root of their religion, and to show them what that
root is, I feel sure, the only way of uprooting all that has
sprung from it during the last 3,000 years. If those
thoughts pass through one's mind, one does grudge the
hours and days and weeks that are spent in staying in
people's houses, and one feels that with the many
blessings showered upon one, one ought to be up and
doing what may be God's work."(IA)
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"I have sometimes regretted that I am not an
Englishman, and able to help more actively in the great
work of educating and improving the natives....India has
been conquered once, but India must be conquered
again, and that second conquest should be a conquest
by education.... India can never be anglicized, but it can
be reinvigorated. By encouraging a study of their own
ancient literature, as part of their education, a national
feeling of pride and self-respect will be reawakened
among those who influence the large masses of the
people. A new national literature may spring up,
impregnated with Western ideas, yet retaining its native
spirit and character.... A new national literature will

bring with it a new national life and new moral vigour.
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As to religion, that will take care of itself. The
missionaries have done far more than they themselves
seem to be aware of, nay, much of the work which is
theirs they would probably disclaim. The Christianity of
our nineteenth century will hardly be the Christianity of
India. But the ancient religion of India is doomed-and if

Christianity does not step in, whose fault will it be?"(19)
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