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Abstract:
This article is an exertion to trace the commonalities between the
characters of dark skinned god Krishna and the protagonist of
much loved and celebrated love tale of the sub-continent "Heer
and Ranjha". Both challenged the society's stereotypes in almost a
same manner. They used the tool of love as a counter narrative to
the stringencies of priesthood. Fascination with the dark skinned
Krishna had been so awe-inspiring in the sub-continent that even
the fair skinned Aryans had to willy-nilly accept him as a god. This
article is an effort to comprehend the difference between Aryan
concept of Krishna and the indigenous one. The character of water
buffalo in Punjabi literature has also been discussed briefly in this

context as both had a strapping affiliation with it.
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"Active and bright have they come forth, impetuous in
speed like bulls, Driving the black skin far away.
Quelling the riteless Dasyu, may we think upon the
bridge of bliss.Leaving the bridge of woe behind". (1)
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"For fear of thee, forth fled the dark-hued races,
scattered abroad, deserting their possessions. When
glowing, O vaisvanara, for Puru thou Agni didst light up
and rend their cattles." (2)
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"Mahishmardini (the Slayer of Mahisha) slew Sumbha
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as he attacked her in the form of a buffalo.” (3)
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"The cow, though not regarded as the vahan of any
deity, is worshipped too. Brahma is said to have created
cows and Brahmans at the same time. The Brahman to
officiate at worship, and the cow to provide milk, ghi
etc., as offerings, whilst cow-dung is necessary for
various purifying ceremonies."(5)
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"Him whose fame spreads between wide earth and
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heaven, who as dispenser, gives each chief his portion.
Seven flowing rivers glorify like Indra. He slew
yudhamadhi in close ecounter."” ()
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"In no other part of the world has the (wild) buffalo

been domesticated and used to yield milk and hence
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curd, butter and ghee. Yet the buffalo, according to
Ilaiah, is not revered as a national animal, but the cow
is. why? Because the buffalo is black. Ilaiah agrues that
we must posit buffalo nationalism(which represents
dark/ dravadian-ness) against the cow nationalism of
the Brahamanical forces."(12)
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