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Pascal’s Theological Existentialism and Our
Civilizational Turmoil

Abstract:

This paper discusses Pascal’s concepts of God, human misery, fear, and
other existentialist themes. His intellectual journey and its outcomes are thought
to have been very significant in understanding and combating major existential
problems of our age, namely skepticism, and atheism. In this context, the global
civilizational turmoil manifesting in multiple forms like anguish, depression,
melancholy, grief, spiritual barrenness, confusion, pain, fear, horrible
existential nihilism, and being cultural uprootedness found in contemporary
discourse can learn a lot from Pascal’s theological existentialism. The author
holds that a fresh debate in Urdu needs to be initiated around the theological
existentialism.

Keywords: Existentialism, irrationalism, skepticism, divine grace, leap of
faith, civilizational malaise, Urdu.
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Grery

TS I
“When | consider the short duration of my life, swallowed up in the eternity before and after,
the little space which I fill, and even can see, engulfed in the infinite immensity of spaces of
which I am ignorant, and which know me not, | am frightened, and am astonished at being
here rather than there; for there is no reason why here rather than there, why now rather than
then. Who has put me here? By whose order and direction have this place and time been
allotted to me?”

-r'~odifl/:w(;lqaA‘J{,‘@J)Qd!:ng)‘PenséeS:[BIaise Pascal]f’g;}.

WSS e
“When | see the blindness and the wretchedness of man, when | regard the whole silent
universe, and man without light, left to himself, and, as it were, lost in this corner of the
universe, without knowing who has put him there, what he has come to do, what will become
of him at death, and incapable of all knowledge, | become terrified, like a man who should be
carried in his sleep to a dreadful desert island, and should awake without knowing where he
is, and without means of escape. And thereupon | wonder how people in a condition so
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wretched do not fall into despair. | see other persons around me of a like nature. I ask them if
they are better informed than | am. They tell me that they are not. And thereupon these
wretched and lost beings, having looked around them, and seen some pleasing objects, have
given and attached themselves to them. For my own part, | have not been able to attach myself
to them, and, considering how strongly it appears that there is something else than what | see,
I have examined whether this God has not left some sign of Himself.”

-erﬁﬁ:Pensées:[Blaise Pascal]gf’g;}.
_|~m(a%Aqu%d{}.zu;thrﬁlgﬂf)Irrational man<[William Barrettpgﬁ;
_3z¢Irrational man<[William Barrett].:,/;.(f,
_re1Jit Sz Pensées [ Blaise Pascal]dﬂf}.
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-r+r“The Pansees of Pascal”{T.S EIiot].uA!uﬂl& -

IS A
“I cannot forgive Descartes. In all his philosophy he would have been quite willing to dispense
with God. but he had to make Him give a fillip to set the world in motion; beyond this, he has
no further need of God.”

-LL-LVJU@? PenséesBlaise Pascal]dﬂf}.
:‘L.KWJ!C)’JI(%,:U:Z/;IVQ
“I cannot forgive Descartes. In his whole philosophy he would like to dispense with God, but

he could not help allowing Him a flick of the fingers to set the world in motion, after which
he had no more use for God.”

-'r‘h(;vqrmu""gl,/v:_f/gg‘)The Basic Teachings of the Great Philosophers{S.E Frost]e.s §i- 7
-A’J’ﬁjf: Pensées<Blaise Pascal]‘f%

_rm.ﬁu@z PenséesBlaise Pas,cal]g)’(’_t']”L
Existentialism from Dostoevsky s Existentialism is a Humanism”<Jean Paul Sartre];}/vdguu*
_M»—Mﬂ‘(;l%é:qufgﬁ':._.ﬂgz') [Walter Kaufmann]u"Kﬂu to Sartre

TSI

“Man is condemned to be free; because once thrown into the world, he is responsible for

everything he does.”

_r90.“Existentialism is a Humanism”{Jean Paul Sartre]e_ .- LUt

B A
“This world I can touch and I likewise judge that it exists. There ends all my knowledge, and

the rest is construction. For if | try to seize this self of which | feel sure, if I try to define and
to summarize it, it is nothing but water slipping through my fingers.”

_rre The Myth Of Sisyphus And Other Essays{Albert Camus]s2 6= i

I+Ac The Myth Of Sisyphus And Other Essays{Albert Camus]s /i
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IS AL

“The heart has its reasons, which reason does not know. We feel it in a thousand things. | say
that the heart naturally loves the Universal Being, and also itself naturally, according as it
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gives itself to them; and it hardens itself against one or the other at its will. You have rejected
the one and kept the other. Is it by reason that you love yourself?

It is the heart which experiences God, and not the reason. This, then, is faith: God felt by the
heart, not by the reason.

We know truth, not only by the reason, but also by the heart, and it is in this last way that we
know first principles; and reason, which has no part in it, tries in vain to impugn them. The
sceptics, who have only this for their object, labour to no purpose.”

-r“‘mmmndﬁﬁ Pensées<Blaise Pascal]gf’g;}.

IS IS
“It was intelligence and nothing else that had to be opposed. Presumably that is why I, who
had the job, was armed with an immense intelligence.”

_Irscdrrational man<William Barrett]@;ﬁ;
-Ims<drrational man<[William Barrett].:,/;.ﬁ, Y

:Jg}udz/f/mj"’; M
“The last proceeding of reason is to recognise that there is an infinity of things which are
beyond it. It is but feeble if it does not see so far as to know this. But if natural things are
beyond it, what will be said of supernatural?”

-V"VL(.J")?’A’: Pensées<Blaise Pascal]‘fy}.
(;/“kus/,(“:mu)gf(,:/)w‘Lsf@ma»awwm,!r“”‘(d?tJ‘jt.z})@;;\/,o/.v“‘dﬁu’j r
_OAF(F el
ESZ IS o
“God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob not of the philosophers and of the learned.”
~t+relrrational man<[William Barrett].:,,;.ﬁ;
TS FIS

“If we submit everything to reason, our religion will have no mysterious and supernatural
element. If we offend the principles of reason, our religion will be absurd and ridiculous.”

—r’Lr‘:J/W/g Pensées[Blaise Pascal]gf’yﬁ
—FAS“Existentialism is a Humanism”<Jean Paul Sartre]le_ A-JUi5 <

:u’g}'!d'/“/?!f! _FA
“Submission. — We must know where to doubt, where to feel certain, where to submit. He
who does not do so understands not the force of reason.
There are some who offend against these three rules, either by affirming everything as
demonstrative, from want of knowing what demonstration is; or by doubting everything, from
want of knowing where to submit; or by submitting in everything, from want of knowing
where they must judge.”

‘MAJ/@% Pensées<[Blaise Pascal]fg;}.
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