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Abstract:

This research paper contains the comparative analysis of Shah Abdul
Latif Bhitai and Western poets' portrayal of female characters in their poetry.
In ancient Sindh, women were praised and adored. They equate women with
fertile soil as soil provides food, shelter and care to the humans. In the same
way, a woman takes care of family members and plays a vital role in the phys-
ical, mental and spiritual growth of her child. She looks after the entire family
and connects them with each other. Shah Latif delineated his characters as
loving and caring souls. His female characters love with their heart and soul
and provide peace and comfort to their loved ones. Her great attribute is love,
peace and harmony towards her children, relatives and homeland. She is thor-
oughly connected to her roots. This paper also depicts how poets of different
ages whether they belong to Romantic, Metaphysical, Victorian or Elizabethan
era have presented female characters in their verse, the poets being William
Shakespeare, Robert Browning, John Donne, William Wordsworh, Keats, Wil-
liam Blake and Shelly. Shakespeare delineated male characters as having
hamartia and depression but his heroines are strong and bold. Victorian poets
and writers showed women characters as repressed. Even woman writers nev-
er dared to pen down revolutionary character of women. But comparative-
ly, Shah Latif represents the true picture of women as considered in ancient
Sindh. William Wordsworth portrayed conjugal love at highest and tributes his
wife as the best. On the other hand, Shah represents woman's role, keeping in
view her important role in the family. The women's position changed in Sindh
when many invaders intruded in Sindh and they were hostile to women and
eventually it merged into the society and culture. In Elizabethan and Victorian
age women were burdened by unjust social taboos whereas in Sindh, Sufi po-
ets bestowed them with the utmost respect and portrayed them as human

beings.
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“Yet the most fascination similarity is that both of these poem
deal with power dynamics based on gender. Initially, the females have
the power and the men do not. The men feel threatened by this, so
the way that they choose to take this power is to kill the woman. The
power switches from the women to the men, and murder is the tool
used to make this movement.”(3)
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Oh, sir, she smiled, no doubt,

Whene’er | passed her; but who Passed without
Much the same smile?

This grew; | gave commands;

Then all smiles stopped together (4)
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And now | see with eye serene
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A being breathing thoughtful breath,

A traveller between life and death;

The reason firm, the temperate will,
Endurance, foresight, strength, and skill;
A perfect Woman, nobly planned,

To warn, to comfort, and command;
And yet a Spirit still, and bright

With something of angelic light(7)
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A thing of beauty is a Joy for ever:

Its loveliness increases; it will never

Pass into nothingness.(8)
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‘Shelley came from a very feminine household with a beauti-
ful, dynamic mother and four bright, attentive sisters’. She says, ‘He
flourished in thin environment and always tried to re-create the rela-
tionship with his mother through his wives, sisters and lovers.(9)’
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The fountain mingle with the river
And the rivers with the ocean,
The winds of heaven mix for ever
With a sweet emotion;

Nothing in the world is single;

All things by a law divine

In one spirit meet and mingle

Why not | with thine? (10)
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O Rose thou art sick

The invisible worm,

That flies in the night

In the howling storm

Has found out thy bed

Of crimson joy,

And his dark secret love

Does thy life destroy? (11)
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