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Abstract:

A COMPARATIVE LINGUISTIC SKETCH OF
SINDHI AND ENGLISH

Sindhi and English belong to two sub branches of Indo-European lan-
guage family; west-Germanic and Indo-Aryan. Sindhi speakers have remained
in contact with English for 175 years -directly during British rule (1843 A.D to
1947 A.D) and indirectly after 1947. Like other parts of the world, English en-

joys the status of an official and prestigious language in Pakistan.

In the domain of Education, English has great importance. It is taught
mostly as a second language, from primary to tertiary level, in all over the
country, including Sindh. However, it has been observed that the native Sindhi

speakers find it difficult as a second language.

This research paper presents a brief comparative linguistic sketch of
English and Sindhi languages. The purpose of the study is to highlight the lin-

guistic commonalities and differences between the two languages.

For this study, the content analysis method is applied on linguistic
structures i.e. phonetic sketch, descriptive morphology and syntax of the two
languages. The results have been drawn on the basis of linguistic commonali-

ties and differences.

The analytical results clearly reveal that the Sindhi and English have
comparatively less linguistic commonalities, whereas, they have more differ-
ences in phonology, morphology, syntax and lexicon. The native Sindhi speak-
ers, especially students of different levels will be the prime beneficiaries of this

study.

(Introduction) < las .)
P sy P Sl g 5 (Bl BB 2 o jlazsl i
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:(Analytical Findings) b @ng N
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Lol Y old o

#(Phonology) else o
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:(Nasalization) ;.aj&éf .

e Zsh .gaT (Phonemic) gl comeal Sl 50 CJL*;@.%, F gt
ool i B e Sl b 00 15 5 ok gins” 0 WY1 e
G o g gl 5 oede (Wipe @td (LY) Gy Gl
2! (Non-phonemic) 5o yo et
In English nasalized vowels occur only before nasal consonants. The
words bean, ban, bam, boom; and Bing, bang, bong are examples of words

that contain nasalized vowels (Victoria & others, 19AA, P.YY").

{(Word Stress) ,s5 & o

e BU )y coedl Sliso ol Loy Pk B 4 fgdin
S 5N 3 ol e 4 WS 2 i) ol ol (s BT 4 52
.g.aT 9Xio s sdu “Stress timed language’
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In English one or more of the syllables in each content words
are stressed. For example:

Subject (noun) asin ‘Let’s change the subject.’

Subject (Verb) asin ‘He’ll subject us to criticism.’

This pair show that stress is contrastive in E.; it distinguishes
between nouns and verbs. (P.274).

{(Intonation) Dhegr o

(Pl 3Kl S rsly Slire 2 Jox o5 ek 2 S L Dl
5 ot 5 Al b 05 b Vet (S 035 s it 8552 S
AB 2 D S e s 6 Il (Sl 5 ol 05D 2 4 B
ool S 30 g B 5 s (5555 Dhdr 5,5 5 - 5 i 5
(& S

et aal b B 852 S g g i

Sl o
He is coming. (W) .,.u@bi
He is coming? () ",.u@bi

i ing! : o ,
He is coming! Yoy (W)’,—g—g@|ﬁ
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:(Morphology) <l e
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(ol dlo e s 51 (551,03
Jets ¢ polo Ao i a] S (Participles) <35 L ol sy
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«(Pre or Postposition) < >
. 3 I -~ A % € A
Jio B o b o S0 2 O o 20 g d gy o 5528 6 g
P . . . p é. . . Z “
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:(Inflectional Morphology) ks o gl X1
o ¢ ) ol Bl BT L5 S35 S 50 S Sl sdaw
5 opdor . J S5 Al s S aasll ¢ 3,8 Suds g lie y b g (oo
P i 01 S 4 85 2555 S
Table 02 : Inflections in English

Third Person Sing.pr.) -es Superlative) -est

Plural) -s Past Tense) -ed

Progressive) -ing

( (
( (
(Possessive) -’s (
( (

Comparative) -er Past Participle) -en
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Table 03: Verb Conjugation in English

Pres. Pr.3rd person sing. Past Pr. Participle Past part.

Play Plays Played Playing Played

b g 3l 5 0 S s T Jb Skl 3albe g g5 S

5> $gdiw 5 o> (be, being, is, am, are, was, were) o5 EITCIT B
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(o 035 5 b i o 8 P05 g (1968) lir 003 g o] ¢
o w348 C03,5 ] 035l Slg oo S kol o o8l
o3 #5005 (EE 01 8 o i g 300 olaj s Jad pslas By
22) sl o 6 (S ()l et 0) (s 05 (o (eitams ((5lo (JU>)
oIS i g 300 ola3 52 (0] 0smis 3 (RS (d slae il

8 oen
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.5 &9 The caris new. , The new car.
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In English, adverbs should come next the word or words they

modify: He had got almost to the top when the rope broke. Ve & Mar
tin.2008.p.282)
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