




Abstract:

phenomenology is a modern school of philosophy founded by 

Edmund Husserl. Its influence extended throughout Europe

and was particularly important to the early development of

existentialism. Husserl attempted to develop a universal

philosophic method, devoid of presuppositions, by focusing

purely on phenomena and describing them; anything that

could not be seen, and thus was not immediately given to the

consciousness, was excluded. The concern was with what is

known, not how it is known. The phenomenological method is

thus neither the deductive method of logic nor the empirical

method of the natural sciences; instead it consists in realizing

the presence of an object and elucidating its meaning through

i n t u i t i o n .  Hus s e r l  c o ns i d e r ed  the  o b j ec t  o f  t he

phenomenological method to be the immediate seizure, in an

act of vision, of the ideal  intel l igible content of the

phenomenon. Notable members of the school have been

Roman Ingarden, Max Scheler, Emmanuel Levinas. 
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"Al l  consc iousness is  consciousness of something:

in thinking, I am aware that my thought is 'pointing towards' 

some object. The act of thinking and the object of thought are 

internally related, mutually dependent. My consciousness is 

not just a passive registration of the world, but actively 

constitutes or 'intends' it. To establish certainty, then, we must 

first of all ignore, or 'put in brackets', anything which is beyond 

our immediate experience; we must reduce the external world

to the contents of our consciousness alone. This, the so-called 



'phenomenological reduction', is Husserl's first important 

move. Everything not 'immanent' to consciousness must be 

rigorously excluded; all realities must be treated as pure 

'phenomena', in terms of their appearances in our mind, and

this is the only absolute data from which we can begin.The 

name Husser l  gave to  hi s phi l osophica l  method -  

phenomenology - stems from this insistence. Phenomenology 

is a science of pure phenomena."(9)
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