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Abstract

Tafsir or interpretation of the Quranic scripture has always been a
central task for Muslim exegetes. The Tafsir Ishari is a significant genre in the
realm of Quranic exegesis that specially explains the inner meanings of the
Quranic scripture. The Tafsir ishari is primarily based on the Quranic reading
and understanding of the Sufis of the early Islam. This study analyses the
argument of scriptural experts concerning the authenticity of this particular
type of the Quranic interpretation. Further, it also aims to elucidate the Tafsir
Ishari, its tradition and development through presenting an overview of its
origin, formation and evolution. It has been argued that the Tafsir Ishari does
not have any specific method. As contrast to the literal reading of the Quranic
text, the Sufis reflect upon the inner meaning of the Quran and understand the
text through spiritual intuition. This research is focused to comprehend various
approaches of Sufi interpretations by studying the significant texts of leading
Sufi masters i.e. al-Tustari, Sulami and Ruzbihan al-Bagli. A meticulous effort has
been made to ascertain the distinctive methods of Ishari interpretation by
analyzing the interpretations of the above mentioned three leading Sufi

masters.

Keywords: Qura’anic Exegesis, Tafsir Ishari, Al-Tustari, Abu Abd al-Rahman al-
Sulami, Ruzbihan al-Baqli al-Shirazi.
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This is a familiar scheme used to conceptualize Sufi history, but it is equally
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applicable to law, theology and many other Islamic social and intellectual
institutions. There is nothing about this conceptual framework that historical
period, their content, their relationship to the society around them, or anything
else other than the very obvious fact that later works frequently draw on earlier
ones. (Jamal J. Elias, Sufi tafsir Reconsidered: Exploring the Development of a
Genre, Journal of Quranic Studies 12 (2010), Edinburgh University Press, pp.
41-55 atp. 43).

Jamal J. Elias notes: Commentaries on the Quran written by Sufis do not follow a

)

shared structure, nor do they reflect identical concerns or motivations in the acts and

processes of commentary. (Sufi tafsir Reconsidered: p- 45)
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Al-Tustari, Sahl b. Abd Allah, Tafsir al-Tustari, trans. Annabel Keeler and Ali Keeler,

(Fons Vitae, Louisville, KY, 201 1), pp. 29-30.
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