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Feminism as a movement and intellectual discourse has to face many challenges

especially after 1960; the onslaughts have been mainly from intellectual,

cultural, social and religious circles. The paper seeks to critically review, the

nature and extent of these objections. The article presents a holistic view of

criticism offered on the feminist ideology and attempts to unearth its underlying

biases with reference to dominant social, cultural and religious discourse. The

paper concludes that most of the objections on feminism are primarily based on

misconceptions and biases of those who perceive it as a threat to patriarchy.

@@@@****""""555544443333ïïïï EEEEGGGGIIIIGGGGGGGGYYYYVVVV????

LL7åENZc*¾Z]ì�$ðGNä
&A�õ
N

E%Š¯c*Xóó1C
)Z#îy(

LLZ#Šg]ËÃ%Š¯ä~**»xƒCìÂQÐúg]¯ŠîìXóó2C
)ZgT(

LLT§bŠg]äèzVÃãVZzgŠZÕV;¹VÃ^ð N&+ZzgŠZÕVÐZzgEVÃ®VÐ
©HìSÏ§bSkäúg]Ã(z
Ûd$»ÏgŠc*ìXóó3C

)Ø©],(

LL�úg]ÒIƒSkÆÒÂx~ñƒ@*ìXóó4C
)"54o/õ
EGHG(

LL|tì�CÙz{%ŠQkúg]ÅÄ~**plgLìT»ŠârSkÆŠârÆë
?ƒXz{ÜsQkqÐ›™Yì�SkÐ$zgƒXóó5C

)zwe-gZV(

Z3ÿXLŠZøZzgZ3ÿXLÕÆ¸z{ìÑ]��ŒÛâVÐúg]Å¡]z85Òï EEOGÅ=ôzÂ±Æ
»çVÅŠ~u¤/x�X%ŠZ:ŠZøäúg]ÃTiZz�ÐŠ¬ZkÆ§»CZzg;Cz�ŠÃX

772



GzŸ]ÅiŠ6,g3z„iZztZzgz„GzŸ]úg]Ð0�YZzgpDÒEVÅú~lïƒñ
Xúg]ÅZq-_.!*Cz�ŠÆîg6,Ù|#‡ìƒðXúg]ÃZK̈yZzgZK̈ãS:]ÆÚø~ŠÚÅ
OñZyÃc*]þþÔgA]ÔZzgZŠZgÆ(t~ŒŠHXÅú~tGz£»g
Ûâå�úg]_.!*Cì
²=Üs%ŠÅ÷Z_ìXâŠe$I~ÔÑÔYŠÔ_.!*LMÔÁ[Ô$zg~Ô¦šMúg]Å85Òï EEOG»8~î O

¯Zzg¤‰ÜÔf;-$Ô·Šg~Ôgzq+MÔ„Zzg=%Š»Z"mŒÛZg0*ñXÛÆ³™Š{ŠZ],zV6,ÎZw
QVäÆa6gZzgägúg]ÃDÙZgzV‚wZOg™**7,ZXSÏZOgÆWy~u}6,@*"543ï EGIGGÅ’q-Zzg

„äÀ1X

@*"543ï EGIGGÅãCŠ¦/Zg®§yŠ~1zZ9�:

LLúg]¡z„¼ìT»ê%ŠŠ}®ZSÐ½¹Y@*ìXT»Èì�z{
%ŠzVÅÃ~ãCŠ~îg6,Zq-Òz�ŠìX%ŠÆaz{½ìÇ½Xúg]Ã%ŠÆ
jZáÐ³ZzgŸiHY@*ìp%ŠÃúg]ÆjZáÐ7Xúg]ãCŠ~Æ£¨~
)ãCŠ~ìX%Šñçqìz{ÇìXúg]ŠzYìXóóC6
�YZzgpDZŠZgzVÅ‚|#»_·HYñÂúg]ÆjZáÐ¹ÏZ+$h½5Õä

GI
G]‚tWC

�XÃ¡~™™pZ&Z-Æ_.ZKÙ|#³™ä6,6gƒC�XZy$h½5Õä
GI

G]~�ãCŠ~Zzg
WÃ¹¦gìz{úg]»LLŠzYþóóƒ**ìXŒVúg]ÅTyâVþÔec*ç~ÆjZáÐ‡ìƒC
ìX¬!*\ZzgQØCÙ»**xúg]Æ**x»z0Y@*ìÍc*Zk»£x7$+m!¢zg$+wYC
ìXZ(çÑ{TÅ�"3ï GGEúg]ÃŒÛ!*ãÔ»vZzgZ¤®)Åßg]6,zZymJñz;V%ŠpŠlŠŠ-@*Å
µ6,',Z)yƒY@*ìX%ŠÃtµ«™äzZÑƒÐªZŠZg{{0+ZyìX˜V½Ô¡ZzgpgZu
CÙçA~±ÆÃ¯EŠ~YCìX±ÅZq-—ãúLL6,Zc*Šïóó»Dgƒ™ZKpŠZOŠ~ZzgpŠUg~
Ð;BŠðßìXZK̈ãÅgÆW¸iÐYg~t**Z»°ZzgZ¡w@*"543ï EGIGG»�Zi‘W�X

@@@@****""""555544443333ïïïï EEEEGGGGIIIIGGGGGGGGHHHHìììì????

LL'�d$z')å GOyÅ@*gõÐúg]»z�Š¸T$ìXSktgzbÃps™**ZzgZ,
Z¤}6,W™**�))z~|uÃ¾e$Š}¢-.2.ç

E
GGEExìX¢-.2.ç

E
GGEExK̈ðÅgÅËZg~ìXz{

Åg�úg]Ã¨ZK̈yÆ£xz£~²KÃgŠ™@*ìXSk~úg]z%ŠÅ
H7Xóó7C

)eZËÃÒŒ(

LL@*"543ï EGIGG»¦¨úgÂVÆfg)pŠZL•ÅˆlÔZLz�ŠÆWiZŠZ:ZÖgZzg%ŠZ‚k

872



çÑ}ÆÓxF,ZŠZgz£g6,ÎZD¶KyÎäÆ‚B‚B6ZŠZgz£gÅúzyÅ
EVÃzZ™äÐ„g]ìXóó8C

)Zâg0*�á(
»_c™C (Gender Equality) LL@*"543ï EGIGGc*@*C’q-ZKCÙßg]~ŠgZÝÒ)zZ]

ìXti0+ÏÆCÙ̂~)zZ]ÅqòìZzg(„ÔuÔ�`ÔgziÇgZ(gZ]Ô@*gõÔ
¸Z2ZzgZŠ[~½ÅãCŠ6,ƒäzZà¸&ZzgÖÅ#¿™CìXóó9C

)%̈ZZÔ(

LL@*"543ï EGIGG¡ZŠ!áy„7X7g~ZK̈ã@*gõZzg]pDbCÙÆ_¬»*Úø
ÛZë
™CìXt*ÚøŠgZÝz{6ÎZÑ]�q£¾²ZVÔWiZŠ„²ZVÅ’rVZzg@*C

¹g~ä¦/¸œ~~úŠc*ìXóó01C
)eZË**Ü„k.(

âCÙ+Å"!!*Ñ°¶VÅgzÝ~@*"543ï EGIGGŠzßgÂV~‚tWCìX@*"543ï EGIGG�g’q-£¾²ZV
ÐWÐ(,|™WiZŠ~²ZVZzgçÙÔçÑCÔ(ÏZzg(CÙyZy~%ŠZzgúg]ÆâÎ)zZ]‡ì
™ä»_cSk’q-»zg;ìX%ŠzVÆ¯ñƒñ‚vVÐŒz]Ô%ŠZ‚kçÑ}ÅZŠZg
ÅØ@0ZKZ•ðßgÂV~@*"543ï EGIGG»<Ãg;ìX

@*"543ï EGIGG»ŠzuZ×zWZzgqz~<�g„Zzg,Æ‚tWc*X@*"543ï EGIGG�g„£¾²ZVÅ’q-Å
WÒg~™Cg„ZzgSk’q-ÅdqÐpŠÌÂZ**ðqÝ™Cg„X

@*"543ï EGIGGÅãCŠ@*gõ~úg]Zzg%ŠÆâÎgzZgÇYäzZá
Ût6,ìX%ŠZ‚kçÑ}~
ÃZ0+Ziƒäc*)ZëŒÛZgŠbYäzZáQyZˆ‚]Ô_.!*]Ô£tZzg)bÃKÅÃÒìX»
múg]ÐìX@*"543ï EGIGG%ŠÅƒe$»Zïg™CìXi0+ÏÆCÙˆ~%ŠÅñçÎÃ½™D
ƒñ',Z',~»Šúò™CìX¡%ŠzVÆ¯ñƒñ¸Z26,ÎZw„7QVCÉSkÆ�ŠwZ+
ZŠZgzgzZc*]Åú»ÚZÌQVCìTÐçÑ}~%ŠÅ',F,~Zzgúg]Å²~»{Øƒ
YñX@*"543ï EGIGGúg]Æ_.!*]ÔZˆ‚]ÔZdwZzg)bÃ%ŠÆ¯ñƒñeäÐŠÚÅOñpŠ
úg]ÅÃÐŠ÷[ìXúg]Å¡]Ô85Òï EEOGZzgZdwÅ=ô~»g
Ûâ%ŠÅÖ6,ÎZwQVCìX

ZKZz!ßg]~@*"543ï EGIGGúg]Zzg%ŠÆgzZîÒ™ŠZgzVÐŒz]™Dƒñúg]Ã
aZzZge$Æ!*gÐ�]ŠÑäÅ!*]™CìXZzÑŠÅaZöZzg6,zglÃÒ)zZ]ÅgZ{~g»z^

972



ìw™DƒñSkÐ!0î NEñhCìXúg]Ã%ŠÐåWiZŠ~ŠÑäÆaëpÅ§sgZá
ƒCìXçÑ}Å‚|#ÃÂhYh™Zq-6çÑ}ÅãCŠǵeSìX}iÑ9�:
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f»tâ'ì��d$z')å GOyÅú~úg]{ñlÓ�áð0™Zq-!w™ŠZgÅßg]~7

¶ÉZq-dw™ŠZgÅqï¶XW`Z¤/ë@*gõÃâ»ZK̈yÅLLÛóóÆ%ŠÙ�ÂSkÅzztì

582



�@*gõâö%ŠzVä%ŠZ‚kçÑ}Æ£gzVÃZ(g™Dƒñ@*gõèZzgz„ù¦@*gõ7g~
â»ZK̈yÅ@*gõŒÛZg0*ðXpZ{Sk~pZ&»f™åc*7X

ZÏ§bLLùƒZŠ[óóÅZ˜bçÑ}~%Š™ŠZgÃdwZzgãCŠ~ây™úg]Ã¡QkÅ!
Å§sŠÇìXLLpZ&ÆZŠ[óóÅZ˜bZEw™ÆQyÃpŠZK̈+MÆŠZ],}Ð!*CÙ™Šc*ŠHX

-V@*CZŠ[ZzgQkÆ£gzV6,QVc*ŠHtZ‹Zn%ŠZ:Ò#/õ EG»Dgƒ™pŠZLgŠ»:LáC
ìXZ#Z3ÿXLŠZøtë��CÙr3ýELZŠ[©�CÙðZK6,ÄÆ£gpŠð™CìÂQ@*CZŠ[

ðƒäŠØXz‰Ü¦/gäÆ‚B‚BSk»Zq-‡&ÿELŠguâtgœzJqÆ%Zið™D™D
pŠ„£g~gA]Ã0*áÇX

@*C®ZAØzZßäSk%µÆaÇÅ™$lç
HExÅZ˜bZEwÅXQ,Vä',¤â~K̈ð

ŠzuZŠzg (Feminist) ªŠzg0881X0481)2(@*C (Feminine) ZŠ[Ã&%Zi~„HX)1(�
ŠZŠzg0291Ð@*qwX81C (Female) 0291X0881)3(âŠ´

ØzZßÆ7™Š{Sk{Æ~Wy~ŠzgÇÅ™$lç
HExÅ§sgÉð™@*ì��pŠ$½3§ö

GE
ìZzgTÃ

%ŠzVÆ¯ñƒñ£gzVÅ¢zg]77,CX
PZvLL@*C)1]»çóó~'×h+˜��Z¤/!*Á̧õw@*gõÆËñh6,SyÒÔ_.!*C

�RZzgZOŠ~)b»iˆl™1ŠHXÐ@*CZŠ[~“ZzgÚî»�Zi
ÛZëƒ@*ìc*WÒ{ë
ËZ,�`~ŠZ4ƒYN�ÜsZzgÜsZK̈yZ‚kƒZ+ßg]~@*CZŠ[c*@*"543ï EGIGGÆH
pg{YNÐ?

“¸çLq¢ÅŠZøÂ¸9ì�i0+ÏÅ�µZzgC×VLLZŸsóóÅqï�Xz‰ÜÅZq-R6,
gTƒñ£xÔâjwZzgpÄ$+%Ð_.!*CZzgZOŠ~)bÅâÎÔ‚Zzg]åIO]~p~WYC

ìX®ZËiâãy6,Zy)bÆ»ƒä»Gz£Ì
&CÿLÃìX

˜VJ-@*CZŠ[~ñ�ŠÚî»�Zi»ƒä»ÎZwìÂSkÆZk**]Åu¥x™äÆa
…@*gõ~Ä„7,}ÇXZg»5+k,ZK̈ãçÑ}ÅCÙ%µ6,$+rƒð‚|#»_·™**7,}ÇX

Zkq6,FFŠ*D©çÑ}Ðig¦ZzgQçÑ}J-QkÐÌ¬ZK̈ãÑÅg~ôpZ‚:~
ZŠzZgJ-t!*]ÈVì�çÑ}~úg]ÃåU*â~Šgz5ZzgCÙŠzg~°x•ZzgÙ|#ÆdZy
»‚og;Z+ßg]~"!!*ÑGz2»|~$+%»ZkyÃ7W@*Xtè$¸„SkzzÐÌ
aZƒ@*ì�}:}Ë:ËR6,@*"543ï EGIGGÃâgšxZzgF,¹I’q-ÆáZi~gÄ™ŠÚÅÃÒÅˆ
ìXâg±h4ïGGZzgQk6,FFF,¹IZŠ[çÑ}~ñ�ŠaZzZg~g¤VÅ!*]™D�Xz;VçÙ

682



Ýòc*çÙ°x)zZ]Å!*]ƒg„ìXtÂeì�çÑ}~LçÙ)zZ]»@sqÝƒ
YñSkÆŠzŠ!*]Z¤/p{xßg]~„�ƒ7Áõ FN�1#Ö:¢ðGOÂVÆ%œ/~ƒäÅzzÐ
ŒVÌZk**]özŠ�X²@*"543ï EGIGGc*@*CZŠ[»mZq-r3ýELZK̈ãÆZˆ‚]Ô_.!*]Zzggzqã
)bÆ‚Bì�Zq-R6,çÙ°x)zZ]ÐÌOW,ƒD�1tZW,Z]bz~�®Ðö

N7Xù¦
wÐŠ¬YñÂ(ÏÔçÑCÔ�RZzggzZîúZïic*Š{zWeä6,@*"543ï EGIGG»ŠZ],{³™D�
É²Aô
N

FZ,kãZzgiâã!3‹§õ EGÌgì�Z#úgÂVÃ»°uJ-çÙWiZŠ~ZzgpŠZ®g~qÝƒð1
(Ï¤‰Ü:ƒäÅ¯6,tpŠUg~Q¹Ç)zZ]Zzgdq«:™mX91C

!*Án@*CZŠ[~Úî»!*)̄“WzZá_.!*C�RZzgZOŠ~)b»iˆl™Ì1YñÂ
QÌZKwÃ',ŒÛZggppÅÃÒÔZLz�ŠÆZm]Ã‡ìgppÅ].z4@*CZŠ[Ã�Zi
ÛZë™}
ÏXQkÆñç¬]»ç™}ÏZzgWÆ£gúŠ}ÏXÐeì�@*CZŠ[ù¦ZŠ[Å

wqÝ™á&éELÅ¹ÿ NQÏ§b‰W`»ZŠ[%ŠzV»ð™Š{%Š%œ/~™ŠZgzV6,FFù¦ZŠ[»£x
g‚rìX

tÂçnìGz£ßg‹qw~@*CZŠ[ÅðZzg@*CW»ÔŒVtÎZwÌuQV@*ì�
@*gõÆQkGz£ñh6,Hâè~ð”{ZŠ[ZCz�Š',ŒÛZggÄnÇc*7XSkÎZw»�Z[KX
ZöXZáÆZÖpÐ$ðGNVMì:

LL'Ç�á²~»£gtì�z{ËgzbÅ¬x=q$+%ÆÌ̂i0+{gSìXÉ
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