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ABSTRACT:

Identity is a construction, which is articulated in cultural process and

daily social interaction. Literature presents and takes part in this process. In

the novel different techniques of characterization are used in determining

the identity of characters. It is usually determined in a binary opposition. It

is fluid in nature and always seeks an "other" to achieve a shape. In this

article the multi-faceted Muslim identity formation in Nazir Ahmad's Ibnul

Waqt is underscored. It is argued that the essentiality of identity is blurred

in daily social interaction. While painting a character, novelist used

oppositional vis-à-vis common qualities of other characters to shape its

identity.

Keywords: Identity, Constructionism, Colonialism, Nazir Ahmad,

Communalism, Ashr™af, Ajl™af
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ZOxewBÂ–wZkÆLLZq-',kÌ7gZ:¦/gä0*@*āßv$+iÐ¬bM™/5
Zôm,zVÃo™áYDZzgQLÈw™ÌŒz]»**x:feXóó)01(

¼gÆa¸„ŠyYV�gŠ+cZg~Æ¢»ƒäÅâh+ŠêìXZ0Zß‰ÜiÂZôm,zV
ÃŠN™OŠƒ@*ìāLLpÈ**hL{à7Y@*óóZzg³6,ªÍÑŠZªYä6,z{â.ÞÃzZA:
Igu!*ŠŠêìXâ.ÞZzgÁZÑsxZk!*[~q-i!*y÷ām{0+ZyÃÂ{:ŠZg~»D7Ô
o»ZOx¹VZyÐƒYìXÁÆ!*g}ZkÆZfÆgZñìāZ¤/z{¼gÆŠâV~
yz*y~ƒ@*ÂZL¸ðZ0Zß‰ÜÐic*Š{Zôm,zVÅæŠ™@*XZ0Zß‰ÜÔYV�gZzgÁƒ
Zôm,zV»ß;â…÷XZôm,zVÆ!*W.ÞƒÃZKwZzgÙ|#»ZˆkìXZyƒ!*ÂV
ÆˆZ0Zß‰ÜÃLf!cƒšgz1ÅÃÒóc*LZK�d$ÅÑ»îó¦g™äÆaZgŠz
ÕŠzV»j,Šg»gìc*¬ÔÅÃ�ŠyÃgZ]È™ÁtÃgZègppÅ[™@*ìX

p&ÐöG0zäÙ|#ÐaZZq-ZëÎZwìXÁZÑsx»Z0Zß‰ÜÃŒ**Zzgp&ÐöG0zäÐI
™**Ô¬xîg6,�d$Å(,ZðÆi%æGLZW,Š¬ŠHìXZ¤/Q»Ng_·HYñÂ}ÁZ+Š?
77™@*XZkÅZôm,zVÐ%úšMZz6,Šg`ZkÆÒ**]Zzg§¿̄ÐzZãìXp&ÐöG0zä»
ÎZw�d$ÅOñZEg~ZíZtÐaZìXZEge$ÃZC�Z¯Ó#ÖU*"$™äÆaqÁ
Zzgõx~zZã�ÛtU*"$™**ƒ@*ìXt�Ût±Ô̧èÔ�d$Ô(ÏZOxZzgè<ØCÙR6,ä́Š*

~úÒÏÆfg)Zzggzi%{§¿̄~q*VÐVVÃe{gÄ™U*"$HY@*ìXYîã~
ËÃg�ÅZYi]7ƒCÔYÆa¬ZYi]¢87,CìÔÃ_Æ!*CÙ„Çh~ÐZF,**7,@*

5i}Å¯`ZzgZLg‚›Æfg)pŠÃõñV ___ ¸̈Å5i#ÖzZÑzZ§Âc*Š„ƒÇ ___ì
6,',F,U*"$HY@*ìXt=7āZK¸xÅZ&bÆaÑzqƒäzZÑµ/¡Zôm,~zä
Z(g™äZzgZkÆāZ]Òy™äÅ2+gƒŠHìXgdgx»ŸÂ}úg{ŠHXZ0Zß‰Ü»
rÓxF,ZEg~ZíZt~aZƒäzZág9ÔZk6,Zôm,zVZzgŠ+M!*Š~Æg›¿ÃÒy™@*
ìXŠzâV§sÐMäzZáZkg›¿ÃKÆaXCVÅ§sZôm,zVZzgÁÆgzbÃŠN
¢8ÆƒÇ�ZÏ**zw~èÃgìX

XCVÅ¦k,Zk**zw~L"ZŠ[g¬c*óÅìXÁ»ZfÔe÷1ÔZkÅ°pÆa�
â÷ág\Æ**xqìÔZk~ÁZzgXCVÆgzb~0*ñYäzZá�ÛtÃÒy™@*ìXZÐ
Áƒe÷1zV~ic*Š{Iìāz{LQZXà!*1ó7ìXXà¸xÐZÐLLŠàÐ]ìXóó
ZkÅzzz{tÒy™@*ìāLLZôm,~7,|™tßvZ,i!*yŠgZiZzgøcZzg"ZŠ[ZzgØcƒ‰
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÷āu»g~ZOx6,(,~ñÆ‚BN8545é FGEGV™D÷XóóZ#÷ág\ÁÐZk!*g}gZñÔ
™@*ìÂz{ÌZLZf»6.3ð XEZ0Y@*ìXz{QyÅ"!*ÅZzgZôm,zVÐëu~ÅÃ@VÃÒy
™@*ìXz{C@*ìāXà‡âyÅcz~Â™D÷pLLqÁÅ¼|7BXóóZ,Vä
Zôm,zVÅWZzgè#ÖÌÑzq™g¿ì²Ñàyz*y~tqªìāLLÃðZôm,ƒÔZkÃsx

™**ecZzg:™zÂāÂIuŠï÷ZzgāûÌŠï÷XóóXCVÆ!*g}SîZzg
yz*EVÆjZáÐÀ˜÷ág\ÅgZñZ•ð$MöìXz{Âyz*EVÃZL6LLMŠòóó„
7&XXCVÆgzb6,ZÐJmìXZ#Átªk7™@*ìā-˜A˜Ñày~Ì
qÁõx»·z]Áƒ@*Y@*ìÂz{]¾æ IL}.Z™@*ìāA$J-ZkÅ5i#Ö»ƒYñÏX)11(XCV
ÐZ¤/÷ág\ZzgÁÆZfÃ—ìÂ¸āz{Zôm,zVÅ',F,wŠwÐt7™DX

Z0Zß‰ÜäzäpsÅZkaāg¬c*ZzgqÁ~�·z]ìZzg�ZkÅÃ~¼gÆ
',0*ƒäÅZëF,+zzÌÔZÐŠzg™ÆZ�ŠaZHYñXZkÆ4,Šq-Z&b»§i�ZÐâ.Þ
äŒc*tìāpŠZKVwÐZôm,zV60™›g¬c*ZzgZôm,zV~�Šzg~ñ�ŠìTä
ŠzâVÆŠßV~Zq-Šzu}Æ!*g}§b§bÅßxVaZ™Š~÷ÔZ¹!*bZ%oÐ
ŠzgHYñXZkÆaz{Zôm,~zäZzgYîã~g;öZ(g™©8ìXâ.ÞÆyz*y~
g�J-ÂÃðXaZ7ƒ@*XZkÆZàygzZ:ƒD„Z0Zß‰ÜÆa)]»M¸iƒ@*

ƒäÅzzÐYîãÐïwŠc*Y@*ìXZkÆˆ÷ág\ (Native) ìXƒÐ¬ZÐLnó
ZkÅZôm,~zäÃZôm,zVÅ',Z',~™äÅÃÒ6,úw™@*ìXZ·CgZ{~Y6,z{ZkaZ0
Zß‰ÜÐ$+áyƒY@*ìāz{h̃}ÐZF,™ZÐYV75XZÐDe$ìZ0Zß‰ÜÐÂ¸

: āz{Lyz*ã‡°}óÐ7gLXÁZÑsxÐƒäzZàc~z{¸Š?7™@*ìā
LLM\Æ¸ðyz*ãƒ™™r#ßvàCeT÷ZzgeìøqÆZgZŠ}

Ãðyz*ã [ ... ] Ð:ƒ1ëßÍVÃZyÅÓx!*ÂV6,øq»ZÈwƒ@*ìX
øg}]kÃT~ZkÃË§bÅM‚ö7Ô"zz7Z(g™}ÇZzg
ÎZñZkÆāZkÆŠw~øg}‚B',Z',»ŠZÜƒZzgHzzƒ$ËìXt
‚g~D+ÛZôm,zVÃf?ZzgZyÅÓ#ÖÃ®ZzgZyÆg−)Ã"Šg™äÅ
ìXóó)21(

�zäZ%oÆaZ(gÅ¶̂ÔZk»Z�x',@�X¡Zôm,7Ôyz*ãÌZ0Zß‰Ü
ÐZkÅzäÆ:L**gZnƒ‰XZyßÍVÅÃ~zä„è<Ø»¶KyìXÎZ0Zß‰Ü™_5é IHy
ƒŠHìXÁZK‚kÃŒ̧@*ìāZ¤/Z0Zß‰ÜZKzäyz*ã™áÂz{÷ág\ÐZkÅ*
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™zZŠ}ÇXZ0Zß‰ÜÐZLkã~z{÷ág\zZàŠ?„7™@*ìāZkÅzäZôm,~
Ó#ÖÆü»:LìZzgZôm,zVÃthqÝìāz{Z+CÙ!*]»Z−ZŠ™,TÐā
Ãç{ƒXZ#Z0Zß‰ÜtHìā¢z{z‰ÜMäzZÑìZ#yz*ãŠZ],}Å‡âã>»z
ƒVÐÔZzgLLÃð‡ây$+zyZyÆ&bztg}ÆYg~:ƒnÇÔóóÂt!*'Í™Á»L
ª]Ð½7gŠ3c*ŠHìXÁZôm,~cZg~ÔLgØZÅ:ö XWóÆ!*g}Z0Zß‰ÜÆtìÑ]Í™

: Z¬ZÆ‚Bt�Z[Šêì
Zk¹»H1**Ô}?äáZàÃŠzVÂ73à?LZc*iŠgpŠ ! LLZvZv

ÙkóXZàyÅg¬c*ÅÏ‡/ÅàðƒCÔ�6,ZCZ±gU*"$Hƒ@*ÂZ+
—~6,zZic*V?Ã

(£454è FEGGÌXóó)31(
ZkÆˆÁyz*EVÅ**1z¼ŠVßVÐU*"$™@*ìXZkÅÃ~Ôyz*EV~
ÈÔ̀P]ÔZ·tÔ�d$Ô÷á-ÔCðÔCðÅˆlÔ¥â]Ô¥â]Tä»ØtÔ{Ôˆg]Ô
ŠzªÔZXŠZzg0®)Ô¼Ì7ÂZàãg¬c*Å',Z',~»Šúòz{ù™Mh÷Xz{Â{:ŠZg~
`äÅ&¢A7gnpÔoH`NÐXyz*yZ¤/ÎäÅmc*ÌìÂZkÐZ.Š}»
§iyz*EVÃ7Zôm,zVÃ¥xìXZÏaz{Zc*iÃtg{Šêìāz{úŠÅŠw�ð6,M9Ð
!*CÙ:ƒÔõxÃqÁ“WÅÃÒ™**gzZ7XÁÆtŠÑbÐZÏÃ̀Åcz~÷TÃ÷ág\ä

7HåXZyŠÑbÐzZãƒY@*ìāZk»ÑLZK�d$Å(,Zðó™**7ìXz{Â¦S‚Š~
y7™g;ìāZEg~ZíZtÃ¶gxecXtúigzi}Å0*È~ƒc*yz*ã]kÔZk
Ð›ZKãCŠzV6,7ÔZEg~Z‚k6,ªCÙƒg„ìXZ0Zß‰ÜÆa·z]»‚,$Ì:%Z
ZzgZ&bÅÑ_ÌI^ˆXZôm,zVÅÙ|#Æ£«~yz*EVÅÙ|#Zq-õxg¬c*Æ
îg6,ƒg„ì�LL4z“ÔYIÔ**v[óóÂ÷@*ëL!*îáó7�Zôm,~cZg~Æ¯ZZ+6,Ã:™

ÃZzgZÐ$+%Å×‰Ü™,XÁÆ–wLLt!*]Â6,Š}~á̂zZàúg'J-YlCV÷ā
Zôm,~cZg~Æ',Z',gzñi}6,}MgZx7Xóó)41(ÁZ¤/Zôm,zVÅMç»@*gZìÂZÏa

āz{Xà!*1îVc*Z0Zß‰ÜÆ',@ZKLwóT}ìZzgLu»g~â™~óÅuzŠÐzZ�ìX
Zk»gdgxÆjZáÐÃ̀ìāZ&bZ+ƒãecÔT~LZqÐi̧òóÃZŸ†ƒÔLL›yÔ

›yg÷óóÔLLŠzgÐZµTy7,,Æ›y÷Xóó)51(ZL¤/z{ÅÙs#³™äÆa
Z,pZmÃ¦™**ÔZ¹Ty»fg=¯**ìX

Z0Zß‰Ü~Ù|#ÅzäÆa�Ò**]ÔzZu]Zzg§i¿Ò#/õ EG»z¯ñ‰÷Ôz{
Ù|#ÆZkŠZ],}Ðmgnp÷&ëä”ŒÛZgŠc*åXç‚i~ÅtÃlZEg~¯!/õG
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ÏOW,÷Xtây™¹÷āyz*ãM!*Š~Šz(,}èI¤/zƒV6,ŒìZzģxÅãCŠè<Ø
ìXÁÆ;VZk»zZãÒyñ�ŠìZzgz{÷ág\ÐƒäzZà„ÍÆŠzgZy‚tMc*ìX

: ZkÒy~tzŸs#ñ�ŠìāÁ¸èÅãCŠ÷ág\Ðág;ì
LL¸òZ·tTÃM\&

4k5Í-ö
EGIEHë÷Ô:yz*y~Z[ìZzg:MÒ{QkÆ‡ì

ƒäÅZyX:‚g}yz*y»LZq-è<ØƒÇZzg:ŒVÆ!*°}L
Zq-VFÐXóó)61(
¸èÅãCŠ&gi+ÅŠ+½6,g7g^~Šg`HŠHåÔ&@*gõÅZEg~»!Ã

~ŠCÙZc*ŠH)71(Ôz„ÁZzg÷ág\Æ;Vñ�ŠìXtãCŠZkÒ#/õ EG~ŠzR6,»x™g„ìXZq-
ÂZk¸òZ·tÅ°xñ�ŠÏÐZôm,zVÅ¯¹Zzgyz*EVÅ²w»Zm]ƒg;ìXZôm,
¸x÷Ôyz*ã7XŠzu~R£òM!*Š~ÅZ¤/zƒV~„ìXZkR6,Ù|#»ŠzuZŠZ],{

³ƒ@*ìXZ#tðƒŠHāZôm,zVÆ!*W.Þyz*ãM!*Š~Z¤/ƒV~MìZzgÓx
Zôm,ÔÓxyz*EVÐZa÷ÂZkÆˆ¤/zƒVÅÙ|#ÔZy~ZqÐiÆfg)‡ìƒä

ÐXZk**zw~Z0Zß‰ÜÆZqwLZK¸xóÆa÷XZkÅK-zŠz̧xÃZŠ!*gÐï%Æa
ìXÙ|#ÅyÆa�ÕqVZCðˆ÷ÔZy~ZKL¸xóÐZ,Zz™s»ZK̈[ì�
ZkÅZqÐi~wúc*V™ÃXtwZqÐi~Ð¯¹~psƒYCìX�AZôm,zVÃ

¬ŠZ],}~Óxyz*ãM!*Š~6,qÝìÔz„ZkŠZ],}~Z0Zß‰ÜÅ¸xª›âVÃ
yzîV6,qÝƒg;ìXgZz~ÔZ0Zß‰ÜÔÁZÑsxÆ´z{â.ÞZzg÷ág\ÌŠzâV¤/zƒV~
ZqÐi™D÷X

›âVZzgyzîV~ZqÐiÆZzAÝlâ.ÞÆk>V~‚tMD÷Xyz*yÅ
ÓxM!*Š~Ã1Š~ZzgõxËCäÆÔ̂â.ÞZ0Zß‰ÜÐ›âVZzgSîŠàÆ›âV6,
¼gÆZ²ZxÅ!*]™@*ìX¼gÆzZu]äZôm,zVÃZÚL,z…óŠÑc*ìāz{Zôm,ÆZq-
L¢ÒpyóÆ$+áLLyz*EVÆpyÅ0+c*Vóó·**ÌÁB÷Xz{Z0Zß‰ÜÃŒ@*ìāŠà
Æ›âVä¼g',0*7HÔt»g*ãÂyzîVÅ¶XyzîVÆjZáÐZk»IìāZy»
è<ØgÌzgzZ`Æ´z{¼7XZyÆ£«~â.ÞÆ–w›âV»è<Ø3„:ìÔZzgLLCÙ

›yè45é XES3„ìXóó)81(z{Zq-›ŷŠZg»¸wÜ™@*ìT~ŠzâVèZ<ØÆâ+
zZßVÆ'×Z`~zZãLZqÐióÒyHŠHìXZkÆ–w›yMÌeZ.$™íZ]â‡ìZzgyz

M¥/¥/Z™„»ÔÇgƒ@*ìX›yÅM~~Ì“ìXâ.ÞÅÃ~›yZLè<Ø
6,**i™D÷Zzgf?plMæ7™DXZkÅgZñ~yz*yÆ›âVÃyzîVÅÄä
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(,}vyàñ÷X~Zq-(,ZvyÂwZzgzbƒ**ìXyzîVÅŠ¬Š@›yÌ
Zôm,zVÐ$+È÷ZzgZyÅ‚B3äÆçA~g]Y]Ãâ+Ñ÷XZ0Zß‰Ü

Z#¼gÆqÑ]»‹t™@*ìÂz{ÌŠzâVèZ<ØÆâ+zZßVÃe{e{¤/z{ìw™@*ìXz{
ŠzâVÅ§sZ÷ág}ÆaZyÆèI**ñVÐ„åg@*ìXyzîVä›âVÐ�5Ô
Zk~Šð»VZzg9Zz,gh™0*YóZzg�»V<ìZzgúgÂVÃ6,Š}~è**ÔZkÆ£«

~yzîVÐ�¼›âVä1ìÔZy~GzVÅWÔ3äÅW»6,ÌÔç{»ïb:™**Zzg
÷áŠ~Ò{ÅZg›ZC¢8X»è<ØÐÃðm7X)91(tÎZwHYYìāZ¤/tg›è<Ø
Ðm7g‰ÂtùðƒŠHātg›yzè<ØÐ0÷XZ¤/yzîV»Ôâ.ÞÆ_.
Ãðè<Ø„7ÂZyÅg›ZyÆè<ØÅúÒ{ù0$Ë÷?¡gÈVÅãCŠ6,Zzgz{Ì
Z+�Z´̧V~ZßgÂVÅqï÷Ôù–q¤/zƒVÃZq-èI¤/z{¹YYìXZ0
Zß‰ÜÆ4,Šq-yzîV»è<ØLL@*§z]Ðic*Š{1ŠZZzggðñðÐ(,|™**iuìXóóz{zZã

™@*ìāyzîVÃZk**iuèIÅzzÐZôm,zVÐ$+á*V÷YVāZôm,~7,ñyz
è<ØÐ',XƒñYD÷XyzîVÆ‚Bé�wÐ›âV~�yZÒVâ.ÞÅÃ~
aZƒð‰Ôz„Z0Zß‰ÜÆ;VyzîVÐ›âVÃîzZávy÷XZkÆ4,Šq-Ì
›âVäzëÔ—Zzg-jAÜ‘Ò54è

G
GyzîVÐ-÷Xz{â.ÞÆ;VZK½k,~Šúò

™@*ìā›âVÐLZâyzze$óÂz{ZñŠzg™Š}ÇX
â.ÞÆ_.Z¤/Zôm,zVZzg›âV~Šzg~ìÂyzîVÆi%æGLZW,XZ,Vä„¼g',0*
ÅÔæˆ›âV6,ÔZ0Zß‰ÜZzgÁÌ¸U*"$™ä~8/õ ENH÷ā›yZôm,zVÐäº
è<ØŒÛ"$gnp÷XZy~ÂoœZzgñZ>ÌY,̂ìX!*]ÜsÒ**]J-özŠ7Xyz

›ZqÐiÃúc*V™ä~yzu̧ŠZg»™ŠZgÌZëìXt¡Z·t7ā›ye÷ÐZôm,
ZfzVÃZq-yzu̧ŠZg$+ó™@*ìXZk§bZqÐi»�Ò6Zz™sÆÒyÐÑzqƒZåÔz{

™ŠZgzVÆZ%sÐåƒY@*ìX›e÷ÆÜsyzu̧ŠZgZôm,zVÃ¿»@*ìX÷ág\
Æ‚BƒäzZà±Zð~Z0Zß‰Ü»6,ZOŠ§¯¿ÌZkÅ¤/z„Ù|#»fg=0Y@*ìXz{
÷ág\ÆZÖ§z�{ÆâF6,LŠZ0+yŒó�Z[ŠêìÔT6,gZz~ZÐL÷ZèóÆ/VÐc*Š™@*
ìXZ0Zß‰ÜÆZk̀P]qZ:§¿̄ÃÌgZz~¸òÚÐ™[™@*ìXz{§ŠÆfg)

Z¸g@*ìā÷áh+Zôm,äŒåātÌÃðLLÑ!¸ðe÷1óóì&fgZ˜g,ÐÂz{egÆ
âg}¥/¥/ZäÑÇX-V™ŠZgzV»§¯¿ZLZL¤/z„ZqÐi~Zz™sÆÐ_.ìXZq-

5plMæÐ»xïmìÔŠzuZZOŠÅ÷áyÐ5i#Ö™@*ìX
pŠÒ#/õ EGÆZ0+g„êzbƒCìXZ¤/Óxyz (Essentiality) Zk¤/z„Ù|#Å�CÙe$
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1Š}ÔõxZzgeg7u÷ÂXà!*1îVÃ¾3D~g3YñÇXÐ÷ág\ÔzËZzgÁÐV**ÑV
÷XXCVä�‡ây»Z�Zx™äÆ!*z2q*VÅ³]Zzgƒ*™**ghŠ~ìZzgz{
Z¶gzV~LLÍḡÅè#ÖÔ©xÅWZzgZk6,ÌÈ7Ô**zßVÆfg)Ð¥óó™D÷
ZzgZk6,eZŠLLÀzV~äóóïs÷XZ(Ãð»x3„:è<ØÆqCVÅ§sÐÂ7
ƒZXZq-§sÂXCVÆëu~™ä6,×ìÔŠzu~§sÁZzgZ0Zß‰ÜÆtŠÑbā›y
ZzgZôm,Zq-¡~Z�ŠìÔZ¤/Zy~Šzg~ìÂyzîVÅŠ¬Š@XÎÒ6§ŠZ]Ð²¡ç

YLY@*
ìXÙ|#‚i~ÅÃlÔ�Zq-›ÅÃÐZôm,zVÆ‚Bçn™äZzgpŠÃyzîVÐ
¡™ä~¹Ð§ŠZ]»DgƒYC÷X

Ù|#‚i~»t¿¡ZyŠzŠZ],zVJ-özŠ7ÔZÏ**zw~Ù|#»ŠZŠZ],{Ìñ�Šì
��CÙ~Ù|#L›óÆZ0+g0*ñYäzZáZqÐiZ]»ZÖgìZzgZk!*]ÅŠ?ÌāÙ|#Yæ

7ÔkÓCZzgÃuƒCìXŠZŠZ],{¼gÅfs~‚tM@*ìXŒVÌâ.ÞÔZ0Zß‰ÜÔÁ
ZÑZsÔZ°sÅf~„ñ�Š (Internal) ZÑsxZzgYV�gq-i!*y÷XL›óÙ|#ÆZ0+g

ìXt**zwÓx›âVÃZq-¸xìÆ!*z�ŠZzgZyÐ¸òÌ]™[™äÆ!*z2ÔZÑZsÔ
Z°sZzgZgiZwÅ„Ã(,}zZãZ0+Zi~Š3@*ìXZkjZáÐZz6,Šg`egzV™ŠZgëi!*y
÷XZ0Zß‰ÜÔÁZzgYV�gÆ�ÛñŠZ]ÅZkfs~Â™MCìāZy»mLZÑZsóÐìÔ
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