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ABSTRACT:

Arabic literature is one of the oldest as well as the richest literatures of
the world. It dates back to the pre Islamic period. It was basically in verse
form and was transmitted orally from one generation to other. Since the
Arab land was barren and short of sources, the Arabs had to struggle hard
to make both ends meet. It is in this perspective that oral tradition of Arabic
literature flourished. It contained all tinge of literature though mainly in
verse. The Arabs got acquainted with theform of story when stories from
other languages were translated in Arabic. Modern day concept of short
story is novel to Arabic literature. The Arab writers took fancy of it and first
translated western short stories into Arabic and then began producing
original ones. This article traces the tradition of fiction in Arabic literature.

Keywords: Orientalists, Edward Said, Arabic Fiction, Napoleon
Bonaparte, Egypt, Pre-Islamic Period, The Arab, Ibn Tufayl, Arabian Nights,
Antoine Galland
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Orientalism can be discussed and analyzed as the corporate
institution for dealing with the Orient-dealing with it by making
statements about it, authorizing views of it, describing it, by
teaching it, settling it, ruling over it: in short, Orientalism as a
Western style for dominating, restructuring, and having authority
over the Orient.
Orientalism, Edward W .Said, Vintage Books, Adivision of Random
House, New York, 1978, p3
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Modern Arabic Fiction (Ed)Salma Khadar Jayyusi, Columbia University

Press, New York, 2005, P3
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J.C.Burgel, Ibn Tufayl and His Hayy ibn Yaqzan: A Turning Point in

Arabic Philosophical Writings, in: The Legacy of Muslim Spain, ed Salma

Khadra Jayyusi, Leiden,1994, PP 830-831,
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