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Abstract:

Edward Said was an epoch making philosopher, critic,writer and
musician. He was also an iconoclast who challenged the cherished views of
the western society, in spite of being educated in its bosom. His brain
adventured into the fields of Literature, politics and music. He proved his
mettle in all these fields. Consequently, he was awarded several prizes for
his contributions. His major works include, 'Orientalism', 'Covering Islam'
and 'Musical Elaborations'. He had the ability to think out of the box. This is
precisely the reason he refused to accept the views of the society he lived in.
He had great critical ability and foresight that could pierce through the false
barriers of color and creed. He supported the Muslim stance in spite of
being a Christian. This is true intellectualism and he adhered to it

steadfastly, though he was rebuked by many.
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Edward said's evdution and critique of the set of beliefs known as

Orientalism forms an important back ground for postcolonial studies. His
work, highlights the inaccuracies of a wide variety of assumptions as it
questions various paradigms of thought which are accepted on individual,
academic, and political level:

“Said argues that Orientalism can be found in current

western depictions "Arab" cultures. The depiction of "The

Arab" as irrational, menacing, untrustworthy, anti

western, dishonest and ... perhaps most importantly

prototypical, are ideas into which Orientalist scholarship

has evolved.(r*)”

Orientalism 1978 is the book by Edward Said that has been highly

influential is postcolonial studies. in the book Said writes that:

Orientalism is a constellation of false assumptions

underlying western attitude towards the Middle East.

This body of scholarship is Marted by "Subtle and

Persistent Eurocentric Prejudice against Arabo Islam

people and their culture." [I] Heargued that along

tradition of romanticized images of Asia and the Middle

East in Western culture has served as an implicit

justification for European and the American colonial and

imperial ambitions. Just as Orientalists' ideas of Arabic

culture.” (1)
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Said also come to be known as a public intellectual who frequently

disscussed contemporary politics, music, culture and literature, in lectures,
news papers nd magazine, colums and books:

“Said argued for the creation of Palestinian state, equal

rights for Palestinian in Israel, Including the right of

return, and for increased pressure on Israel, especially by

the United States. He also criticized several Arab and

Muslim Regions.” (*1)
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Edward's first book, Joseph Conral and the Fiction of Autobiography

(1966) elaborated the idea that becoming a writer was a project rather than a
career, that you poured yourself into a series of works which in turn
defined who you were. His second book, beginnings (1975), exploring
masterpieces of Modernism and more recent works of theory, argued that a
beginning is different from (and preferable to) an organ, because a
beginning can be chosen and an origon can be chosen and an origon can
only be acknowledged A beginnings Edward wrote:

“Methodologically unites a practical need with a theory

an intention with a method. 'we note the element of work

and practice in both cases, and in orientalism (1978), his

third book, he looked at the long haul of cuture in a

practicular, dense instance: the 'invention' of the East by

the West, a process which resembles many others in

which 'we' define 'them' and get 'them' and get them to

live up tour definition.” (*r)
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Throughout his adult life, Said involved himself in the effort for

Palestinian statehood. In an article entitled Zionism from the Standpoint of

its victims, he argued for the legitimacy and authenticity of both the Zionist
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claim to a land (and more importantly, the Zionist claim that the Jewish
people needed a home land) and Palestinian rights of self determination
[93]

Said's books on the issue of Israel and the Palestinians 1. Questions of
Palestine (1979), 2. The political of Dispossession (1994), 3. The End of the
Peace Proces (2000):

“[1] In all my works I remained fundamentally critical of
a gloating and uncritical nationalism ... My view of
Palestine ... remains the same today: I expressed all sorts
of reservations about the insouciant nativism and militant
militarism of the nationalist consensus; I suggested
instead a critical look at the Arab enviornment,
Palestinian history and the Israel realities, with the
explicit conclusion that only a negotiated settlement
between the tweo communities of suffering, Arab and
Jewish, would provide respite from the unending
War.(r)” )
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In 1991 Edward published "Musical Elaborations" a somber'but loving
account of developments in music since Beethoven. Michael Wood Says:
“Perhaps arbitrarily, I associate this secure space of
conversation and learning with Edwrd's insistence on the
treasured solitude of the experience of art. He said of
Brahms that he found himself ‘coming to a sort of

B . . . . .
unstable or inexpressible aspect of his music, the music

of his music, which I think anyone who listen within
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oneself. This music and this utopia are not incompatible
with worldliness; they are the reward for respecting the

world, and they are the images of a world of respect.”
(0)
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“A friend asks me how old Edward Said was when he

died. I pause, do the little sum, and say; 'He was 67, a few
months older than I was.' Then I catch the weird tense.
'"Then I am.' Both tenses are true, of course. I'm still 67, bu
a piece of me is past.” (&)
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