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Abstract:

Textual criticism is the branch of research that demands a lot of skill
and mental strength from researcher especially in the case of Urdu
literature. Unfortunately we have observed in the past that except for a few
researchers, the majority of the people have failed to come up to the task of
textual criticism. This article suggests which characteristics a textual critic
should possess in order to be able to edit and compile reliable text for

further analysis.
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"A branch of scholarship which is devoted to the study

and analysis of extant texts in order to determine
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authorship and authentically and where there is a
multiplicity of texts of on work to determine which one is

the "best" or the "original". [1]
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"To be a textual critic requires aptitude for thinking and
willingness to think: and though it also requires other
things, these things are supplements and cannot be
substitutes. Knowledge is good, method is good, but one
thing beyond all other is necessary: and that is to have a
head, not a pumpkin, on your shoulders and brains, not

pudding, in your head."[12]
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