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Abstract:

"Self and Sovereignty" individual and community  South  Asia Islam

since 1850 Sang-e-Meel Publications  Lahore 2007 is a  famous and one of

the most debatable books on the history of Sub-continent. 

She focusses on  the political,  geographical, religious  and  cultural

facts of the Muslim and Non-Muslim Nations of the  Indo-Pak. The  Issue of

languages urdu and Hindi, the two Nation theory, the division of Bengal

and Punjab  and  the  actual  facts of the  creation  of  Pakistan are the main

aeras debated by  Ayesha Jalal with required objectivty, the role of congress,

Muslim league and other political parties in the picture of Independence

Movement of 1947.

Ayesha Jala examines that Jinnah proposed to resovle the

contradiction between assertions of a separate Muslim "Nation" and the

need for a Strategy which could safe guard the interests of all India

Muslims. Ayesh Jala Proved that secularism was the  favouite of

Quaid-e-Azam for  Pakistani  People.  She appreciates the thoughts of

Allama Iqbal but she thinks that Iqbal has the soft corner for Ahamedi Sect."

The  thoughts  of  Ayesha  Jalal  have  been critically analysed in this article

and this discussion has produced a thought provoking atmosphere for the

reader and the research scholar.
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yz0*ÎyÅ@*gõÃŠ÷[÷X
ZÚ,M6,ZyÆ0Zq-¬gs~–ìX

Professor of History at Tufts )¬È°w: Ayesha Jalal (Punjabi, Urdu) is a

Pakistani-American historian. She is the Mary Richardson 

University ad a 1998 MacArthur Fellow. The bulk of her work deals

with the creation of Muslim identities in modern South Asia. (1)
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"Self and Sovereignty examines the shifts in Muslim

thought and politics in response to colonial rule in India

through to the period of decolonization and partition." (2)                                                                 
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»ôkäZq-Z(¸ò•7H�ZÒe$IåZk»³åāF›âVäpŠÃ¸gC¸xÐ

e{¦gHXZ#gzZëZkñçq6,!*]™D÷Âƒ�]g›âVÅpŠI~6,eZwŠï÷Zzg
ÈŠï÷ā›yMiZŠZ:/g~¸gCZŠZgÃZC„:nZzg-g8§iÆLZgzVÆ‡bƒ‰
Z¤/ZyÅ!*]ÃŠ¬YñÂªZãƒÏYèw›âVä„ƒ�Ð¸xÅãCŠ6,}.ZÅi}Æ

óóìX Change LZg}ÃgŠHåXZ¤/My	~Z4›âVÃ±™Zq-LLzíóó¯**7,ZÂtZq-(,ZLL
~¬È°w»tñ�q-§†ìZkäyzZzg›ÆF Self and Sovereignty

Î‚!ZNg�Æ!*z�ŠeÏIÎaÃÃZ0+Zi™Šc*ìX
6,zW³m,Z£äZKÂ[LL',R~Zsò×óó~yzf†»6,Š{euHìX

yz›âVÃ$+7B¸ZzgZrVä›pÄÃZzg›âVäyzîVÅpÄÔè<ØZzg
(„�ÃJw7HåX¸zz¶āMy	»gZyŠzâVŠz̧$43ðGGVÃ@*gõÆZkîs^~ZNg�
Æ!*z�ŠZ‰:g3YeZzge{zí»¦gËZgƒZX

6,zW³m,Z£ZKÂ[LL',R~Zsò×óó~˜÷XLLyzîV»ìwåā›y$+7
(4 ‘t÷$+7f‚gnp÷ÔZyÅ�d$zpÄÆ‚BÃðm7�hZYYXóó)

Cabinet ¬È°wÆìw~Šz̧òÃtb	zzÎa¶ZkÆìw~‡Z+ZWò
ÆMy	~‡bƒ‰¸ZzgZk!uÆöyÆ_.„7ÉÓx¸ÂVÅ Mission

œāÓ#Ö‚i~»µ/åZzgZkK~»ôkÅ)¤ÏZzg°xŠpä‡Z+ZWòÃe{zí
Æ¦g6,6gHXZk§bÆìÑ]»ZÖg™Æ¬È°wä0*ÎyÅðZzgŠz̧òÃt‰
@*g]zZu]ÆZÝø»]ÃPäZzg:1eZ%ÅÃÒÅìZzg¹Ðñ�Š{@*gõŠZâV
ä¬È°wÆZy¦gZ]ÃgŠHìX

~˜÷: Trek to Pakistan Z£G{yZKÂ[
"Ayesha Jahal analyes that Jinnah did not have a real

strong political organisation. There fore, he wanted to

have a strong central government to discipline the

Muslims majority provinces and his wayward followers.
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Such assumptions and conclusions are totally baseless

and designed to be l i tt le the quaid's image and

statesmanship." (5)                                                                                      

~—÷ā›»b›yZÒe$Æ Self and Sovereignty ¬È°wZKZkÂ[
ß1Vº[ZzgXwÅ„7eT¸XYèt„)¡~¶ZÏ§b„Æñµ6,Ì0*Îy
Æh~¹Ï**Z»5VƒNpZyqÑ]~›»bÃõM™**7,ZZzg�{0*Îy~÷áï
ƒñZ7Jw™**7,ZX

ZyÆìw~Z¤/‡Z+ZWòtƒ�Jw:™DÂ÷áh+e{zíÆµ"ÐÌ;BŠðä
7,DXp|tìākBxÆˆZôm,',RÃgh™Z[Z�ÛiÅ§sâb¸XŒVÐÂ
�¼Ëåƒ�¼ßUÆˆZ[ZyÅÃ,Z�ÛiÆnãf{],ZzgÎäÅ»âV6,¶Zzgà
z‰ÜZyŠzâVâM!*Šc*]ÃNzw~ǵZ[ZyÆ'Å!*]:¶ZzgZ7CÙßg]~ŒVÆ

M!*Šc*]~ZLŒÃ¢o™**åZzg‡Z+ZWò»¢oZgZŠ{Zzg Colony !*°zVÃMiZŠ™Æ5
µ/È~0*ÎyÆªxÃ**¦/k,¯_¶X

~‡Z+ZWòÆ0 Jinah After A Profile of Leadership ”tZ£ZKÂ[
˜÷X

"Pakistan was not a colonical or utopian scheme. For him

it was a historical necessity inherent in the inner

contradictions of a heterogenous society, which no

amount of logical subtlety of the Hindumind could make

homogeneous. Nothing would have given him greater

satisfaction than the emancipation of one hundred

million Muslims from colonial thraldom and the

impending tyranny of an intolerant majority." (6)                                                                                 

~—÷ā‡Z+ZWòãCŠ~îg6,_wÔ/g~Zzg Self and Sovereignty ¬È°wZKÂ[
L0*ÎyŠ9eT¸ZyÆìw~‡Z+ZWò0*ÎyÃZq-�°ÃŠÚÆpZéq¸
²¹Ð@*gõŠZâVä¬È°wÆìwÅF,Šh+ÅìXZrVäªx0*ÎyÆø»]~
‡Z+ZWòÅÎaā0*ÎyÃqÝ™Æ›yZLè<Ø�Z+gÎxzgzZ`ZzgpÄ»Z§Y™ÃÐX

¬È°w'×h+—÷ā�°ixÆ|xÃ9îg6,7ŒŠHXZsxT§bñz',ŠZ“�
ÔgzZŠZg~ZzgzWZÅ.lçI!»\ÞìZkÆ7ÃZsxZzg�°ixÆìÑ]M:~ƒŠx7÷X
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qÑèZyÅtÎaÒìNg_·Ðè¸ìāZsx~ñz',ŠZ“�ZzgzWZÅ.lçI!Æ�
eägZò÷z{÷áh+�°ixÆŠZ],}~7MDZkaZ7˜zŒÛZgŠbÌ¼ic*Š{Šg„�7
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Book ÆZq-ózW~ Community in South Asian Islam since 1850. 

~–ì: Review

Self and Sovereignt charts a new path in South Asian

historiography while contributing to the wider literature

on identity formation, constested sovereignties,

competing nationalisms and the normative issue of

balancing communitarian and individual citizenship

rights. Using a wide array of rare primary sources, the

book offers a dazzling reinterpretation of religion,

language, culture and politics in colonial South Asia. An
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important historical study of the Muslims of the Muslim

individual and the community of Islam the world over.(7)
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-Eg;»Zq-¤�̈DZLZq-*y Mc Gill ”ZÅ Jose Abruham

Muslim Identities: Shifting boundaries and dialogues.                                         

~qì:X
" Jalal's work is extremely important but she has confined

herself to urdu speaking Muslims of North India in the

further process, which is urgently needed, voices of

non-urdu speaking Muslims need to be heard."(8)
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