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Annmarie Schimmal: An interpoeter of Ghalib

Dr Muhammad Qasim

Abstract:

Annmarie Schimmal was an influential orientalist and most
eminent scholar of Ghalibiat. A Dance of Sparks is very
significant contribution in the field of Ghalibiat due to its
theme, contents and study of fire's imagery in Mirza Ghalib's
poetry. Schimmal, in this book has translated number of verses
from Ghlib's urdu and persian poetry. In this article writer has
evaluated the urdu rendernigs.As for as the quality of these
translations is concerned,is not a good example. Schimmal is
failed to transmit the faithful and true impact of Ghlib's poetry.

Key words:
Orientalist, Ghalibiat, Annmerie Shimmal, imagery, translation,
poetry

:L’L&Jld/gg
$F et ST o5 S e

A -‘Lmuﬁurt‘ﬁgumﬁ/‘:ﬁw/m{(nqrrmm) J*: S
Gfg/,uﬁd/@JJG&J?%MQ’]oMVd/J;Dance of Sparks
el F S S i it FE L S e L U
Vet L e§ P28 e e L e s LSS
A < Ghalibs Dancing Poemufw.iﬁ;/lggl:@_ct, uy/:’/d/é/’/é//
J':}‘ + Dance of Sparks.s/Poetry and Calligraphy<Dance in Chains
Z’ié%:uﬁd)ul (,il/c;L!icic:«k/ﬁdM Nl AALAL D> e
S92 e b0 ET M s Q0 L L 7 S 3
Jz;u;ﬁl..{1uﬁ‘.:&«!lh;!.ﬂié.:,lppmguﬁr'%ﬂ_,t?fdvz.n

L LA SIS Nl S e Pt

;gT,»M‘&“»jngg?u,Awuuu,gﬁjufg DA



157 J@Tﬂf(};ujgél{&i‘}/:’/:u/l;,‘a/"'d’%/l?‘g)bu@)

M FT e S M L NS SIS S i f
AL u?u{uus/f)h,m UL s e p L J‘: et
o2 LGNNI LI P2 Sl ST SE
S ks e HoBS L P SKIE TR L e Sy pd
J’lpd/a.c’)ﬁgogwﬁufal/ﬁ/f;c/@lqu?@,lfl]/gd
Fair B L Nepl JEF 1 2 P ee B G
G LGS W s s u/:.‘u‘;/:uﬁ/uz;gfgt‘_ddly_&fuﬁ;
Kl SosanZ §red e tEns? rey s redie
L curie S S ms tue bnf =i
SE EAaLFS Loy LUgPy o Fokti
m§_Jd/J£{4cu5Mﬁ/d/LﬁJ¢uLJ‘ﬁui.,C@’l

Ao G HTISSRNE S ST r e edegsun o
K/gvéuu,;df%uhéﬂjzutjjLuﬂtﬁ»;riﬁﬁgu’gwﬁuﬁ
Jb“:,bl“/,dnl,,,{L_,CfmJ;ngfféﬁl]_‘gaﬁrKLu»muﬂg

g e Jnatod
"During his early teens, the boy Asadullah indulged
in an intense study of Persian under the guidance of
certain Abdus Samad who hailed from Iran and
therefore introduced him into genuine Persian way of
expression”.(1)
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"In the lively atmosphere of Calcutta he got involved
in a literary controversy with some of the Persian
writing poets of Calcutta, Followers of the bengali
poet Qatil." ()
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By the splendour of beauty the difficulty of the lovers
becomes solved,

The thorn of the candle's foot will not disappear,
Unless the flame disentrenches it. (1)
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In the heart, the delight of union and the
memory of the friend are not longer Ieft,
Fire fell in to this house so that whatever was
has been burnt to cinders. (A)
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Destiny wanted that I should be ruined by the
Friendship of wine (ruined = completely drunk);

but the pen wrote only 'ruined' and did not go
further(1+)
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I am writing hot words from the burning of my heart,
So that no body Put his finger on my letters! (1¥)
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Don't ask how happy the yearing ones are when
they see the place of execution!
It is the Id of expectation (that) the
Sword should become naked. (1)
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The First Principle (Hayula) of the lighting which destroys
the harvest is the hot blood of the husbandman. (1)
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our poet leaves his home early in the morning to ask a scribe to

write a letter to the sweet heart.(1A)
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The brightness of life comes from the house destroying love.
The Assembly is without a candle as long as the lightning is not

in harvest. (r+)
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The spiritullay Free have lit the candle of the house mourning
from the lightning which destroy all. (*)
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He has from my wrinkled forehead understood my

hidden grief.

He has understood the secret of letter from the
disconnected adress (™)
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(@) God,why  does  time obliterate  me,
I am not a letter which could be repeated on the
table of the world!(r1)
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Ghalib's imagery sometimes surpasses the limits of
what the general reader would consider good taste: as
for example when he seeks the roast of salamander's
heart for the table of his heart.(¥A)
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Don't ask how one is bereft of one's senses in the pleasure of
the torrent's arrival __:

Door and wall are dancing from top to bottom. (*+)
L F A 5T s Ut P o JEE e U e
‘ng_u?“%JJlaCuLe;/LnL/rﬁ/? Kglk’oﬁ/ﬁgl?,;&\é/}l./'/g@!?
Z.n(ywhzi”gjfd}ig“uﬁ//&u’!_ﬁagu{gﬁ/vrlql:(L{!Ku’l
’%lu_g“_y?lp:p;;?u’lﬁl._,g!/.:/l;j;u;uﬁg?;;@‘_,ﬂ;fd/.,l};_u}
S$F L L f e oSl f ikl U e s e s UF Uh T
(x'ﬁ”l{g/?-cé‘.&)/'/x?bereft of one's sensesé.tf-cﬁu’b?!c’:uéju?
.ﬁ.ﬁ!mt@b{d@ui'u!tlgnoﬂf/t(u’li_g_tlgnw/t{u’liégf(
SEISE A ATl I L FER L SF L f e
)';'J‘éu‘fuﬁd’(ﬁ.ﬂ.c,u‘ytd/;.z],u:_wm;ﬁr_u‘?crc
-5
L"f‘affr/?gt///ﬁ‘fff
cb,/l,g;a/[d'fz_)lyg){;m?

Ghalib writes the picture of eye-i.e,the letter sad or
ain- on the letterhead so that longing to behold the
face of the beloved may be fullfilled when she opens
the letter.(Fr)
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1. Schimmal, Annemarie: A Dance of SparkS(Delhi: Ghalib Insitute,

1979).4
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3. Schimmal: A Dance of Sparks.4/5
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24. Schimmal: A Dance of Sparks.125
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28. Schimmal: A Dance of Sparks.71
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32. Schimmal: A Dance of Sparks.122.
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