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T h e  E lo n g a te d  L e tte r s

T h e s e  le tte r s  s e r v e  a s d iv id e r s F r o m  to p  to   b o tto m  th e s e  a r e  a s  fo llo w s

1 T h e  o n e  s e p a r a tin g  lin e  1 fr o m  2 is  th e  la s t le tte r  o f th e  w o rd L$J LÈ (Ģ h ãz ī) in  lin e  1

2 T h e  n e x t o n e  d iv id in g th e  lin e s  2 a n d 3 in  th e  la s t w o rd in  th e  p h r a s e  J I L , (B a h ād u r  Ja n g )
3 T h e  o n e  s e p a r a tin g  lin e  3 fr o m  4  is  th e  la s t s y lla b le  o f th e  w o rd  (sh u jā

'

a t)
4 T h e  n e x t o n e  d iv id in g th e  lin e s  4  a n d  5 is  th e  fir s t le tte r  o f th e  w o rd  t$JG  (Ç h ã z ï ) in  lin e  5

5 T h e  la s t in  th e  s e rie s  s e p a r a tin g lin e  5 fr o m  6 is th e  la s t le tte r  o f th e  w o rd U a į  (Ķ h a ţãb ) in
lin e  5

L a n g u a g e  a n d  O r th o g r a p h y

T h e  la n g u a g e  is  s im p le  P e r s ia n
, 

n e a tly  e n g r a v e d  in  N tıs ť  lĥ q s ty le , 
w ith  n o  s e r io u s  g r a m m a tic a l e r r o r

,

w h ic h  is  o fte n  th e  c a s e  in  s u c h  d o c u m e n ts  b e c a u s e  o f th e  lo w  le v e l o f e d u c a tio n  a m o n g  th e  c ra ftw o rk e r s

r e sp o n s ib le  fo r  e n g r a v in g T h is  m a y  b e  s e e n  in  th e  in c o r re c t r e n d e rin g  o f E u r o p e a n  n a m e s In  th e  p r e s e n t

c a s e  th e  c r a ftw o rk e r  a n d  a ls o  p e r h a p s  th e  a u th o r  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  w ritin g  th e  te x t
,  

w e r e  b o th  n o t

s u ffic ie n tly c a p a b le  o f r e n d e rin g  B ritish  n a m e s  in to  P e r s ia n  le tte r s T h is  r e s u lte d  in  d isfig u rin g  p e r s o n a l

n a m e s
,  

w h ic h  a re  h a rd  to  r e s to r e T h e  n a m e  C liv e
, 
fo r  in sta n c e

,  
is  r e n d e re d a s

' C la ir
'

a n d  C liv e
'

s

d e s ig n a tio n  o r  r a n k  C o lo n e l a s
' K Tm a l

' F o r tu n a te ly ,  
b o th th e  w o rd s a r e  k n o w n  fr o m  h is to r y  a n d

th e r e fo r e  p r e s e n t n o  d iffic u lty  in  th e ir  r e s to r a tio n B u t th e  o th e r  p r o p e r  n a m e
,  
th e  a c tu a l r e c ip ie n t o f th e

m e d a l
, 

r e a d h e r e  a s R o n  R u d o lf M a rry a t is  a  d iffic u lt c a s e T h e  n a m e  d o e s  n o t o c c u r  in  h is to ric a l

a c c o u n ts  o f P la s s e y k n o w n  to  th e  p re s e n t w rite r
,  
n o r  is  its  r e c o n s tr u c ti o n  a b s o lu te ly  fr e e  fr o m  p r o b le m s

R u d o lf is  in  fa c t w ritte n  a b o v e  th e  la s t le tte r  (n a m e ly  Ĥ  ) o f th e  n a m e  M a r ry a t B u t th e  le tte r
, 

Ĥ

w h ic h n e e d s  o n ly tw o  d o ts
,  
h a s  tw o  g r o u p s  o f d o ts  e a c h  c o n s is tin g  o f tw o  d o ts T h is  s u g g e s ts  th a t o n e

g ro u p  o f th e s e  d o ts  b e lo n g s  to  th e  w o rd  w ritte n  a b o v e
,  
th a t is

,  
R u d o lf B u t s h o u ld w e  a p p ly th e s e  d o ts  to

th is  w o r d
,  
it w o u ld b e  r e a d  a s  R a dTf o r  R a w Tf

,  
n o t R u d o lf

, 
w h ic h  s o  fa r  a s o u r  k n o w le d g e  o f E u ro p e a n

n o m e n c la tu r e  g o e s
, 

w o u ld  s e e m  to  b e  v e r y  u n lik e ly W e  sh a i! th e r e fo r e  p re fe r th e  r e a d in g  R u d o lf a n d

c o n s id e r  th e  a d d itio n a l d o ts  a s  a n  e r r o r  o n  th e  p a rt o f th e  e n g r a v e r T h e  w o r d  M a r ry a t is  le s s

p r o b le m a tic T h e  e x iste n c e  o f a  M a r r y a t fa m ily  in  E n g la n d  m a y  b e  e v id e n c e d  in  th e  n a m e  o f F r e d r ic k

M a r ry a t (17 9 2 184 8), 
a  w e ll k n o w n  n o v e list a n d  n a v a l o ffic e r  g e n e r a lly k n o w n  a s  C a p ta in  M a r ry a t

S u m m a r y  o f E v e n ts  L e a d in g to  th e  B a ttle  o f P la s s e y

T h e  e v e n t r e fe r r e d  to  in  th e  m e d a l is  w e ll k n o w n  b a ttle  b e tw e e n  S irāj a d D a w la h
,  

th e  N a w āb  (o r

g o v e r n o r) o f B e n g a l a n d  R o b e r t C liv e  o f th e  E a s t In d ia  C o m p a n y ,  
a t th e  b a ttle fie ld  o f P 1a s s e y  a b o u t 2 0

m ile s  b e lo w  M u rsh id āb ā d in  B e n g a l E u r o p e a n  w rite r s  c o n s id e r  th is  b a ttle  a s  h a r b in g e r o f th e  B ritis h

r u le  in  S o u th  A s ia T h e  fo llo w in g  b r ie f a c c o u n t o f th is  b a ttle  is  b a s e d  o n  Jo h n  K e a y
'

s  T ite  H o ııo ıtr a b le
C o n īp a n v  (H a rp e r  C o llin s  P u b lis h e r s L o n d o n  19 9 1 : 3 10 3 18)

T h e  in s a tia b le  a p p e tite  o f E u r o p e a n  c o m p a n ie s  c o m p ris in g  m a in ly  th e  D a n ish E a s t In d ia
C o m p a n y , 

th e  S w e d is h  E a s t In d ia  C o m p a n y , 
th e  C o m p a g n ie  d e s  ltıd e s  (F re n c h) a n d  th e  B r itish  E a s t

In d ia  C o m p a n y ,  
fo r  g a in in g  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  tr a d in g rig h ts  fr o m  th e  M u g h a l a d m in is tr a tio n  a n d  th e n

je a lo u s ly  p ro te c tin g  th e s e  r ig h ts  b y  b u ild in g  a  s e r ie s  o f fo r ts  in  th e  c o a s ta l a r e a s
, 
w h ic h  c o u ld  b e  u s e d n o t

o n ly  a g a in s t th e  r iv a l c o m p a n ie s  b u t a ls o  a g a in s t th e  M u g h a l governors o f th o s e  a re a s is  w e ll k n o w n A s

th e  c o m p a n ie s  w e r e  in flu e n c e d  b y E u r o p e a n  p o litic s
, 
th e y  b r o u g h t E u r o p e a n  q u a r r e ls to  S o u th A s ia  a n d

fo u g h t b a ttle s  w ith e a c h  o th e r A s  lo n g  a s M u g h a l a u th o rity  ıa s te d  it a c te d a s  a n  e ffe c tiv e  c h e c k  o n  th e ir

riv a lr ie s B u t o n c e  it c r u m b le d th e r e  w a s  n o th in g  to  s to p  th e m T h e  c o m p a n ie s  d o m in a te d th e  s e a s  a n d
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fo rtifie d  th e ir  s e ttle m e n ts o n  th e  In d ia n  c o a s t sp re a d in g fro m  G u ja ra t to  B e n g a l T h e s e  fo r ts  la te r  b e c a m e

h o tb e d s o f in trig u e
,  
fo u l p la y a n d  b rib e ry

T h e  s a c k  o f D e lh i fir s t b y N ād ir  ş h ãh A fs Į ā r  o f Ir ān  (17 39 ) a n d th e n  b y A h m a d S h āh A b d iilī o f

A fg h a n ista n  (17 5 7 ),  
h a d sh a k e n  th e  M u gh a l e m p ir e  to  its  r o o ts R e v e n u e s sh a rp ly d w in d le d w h ile

a d m in istr a tio n  b a dly s la c k e n e d N o  e m p e r o r  o f th e  c a lib r e  o f B ãb a r  o r A k b a r  w a s th e re  to  re s c u e  th e

c o u n try r a p id ly h e a d in g to w a rd s  d is in te g ra tio n T h e  e m p e r o r s  b e c a m e  to o ls in  th e  h a n d s o f p o w e rfu l

n o b le s w h o s e  sq u a b b le s a n d in trig u e s  to  c a p tu r e  p o w e r  e n c o u r a g e d p ro v in c ia l governors ,  p a rtic u la rly o f

th e  d is ta n t p ro v in c e s to  b e h a v e  lik e  in d e p e n d e n t r u le r s A lth o u g h th e y k e p t a  sh o w  o f a lle g ia n c e  to  th e

M u g h a l e m p e ro r
,  
it w a s  s u p e rfic ia l in  e s s e n c e  a n d s u bje c t to  th e  fu lfilm e n t o f th e ir  o w n  s e lfish e n d s

O n e  o f th e s e  w a s  S irāj a d D a w la h w h o  s u c c e e d e d h is fa th e r
' A 1T W a rdT Ķ h ā n  a s  g o v e r n o r  o f B e n g a l in

17 5 6

P e r c e iv in g th e  d a n g e r  th a t th e  fo re ig n  c o m p a n ie s c o u ld p o s e  to  th e  government , 
S irāj a d D a w la h

r e s o lv e d to  ta k e  a c tio n  a g a in s t th e m H is fir st ta rg e t w a s  th e  B r itis h E a s t In d ia  C o m p a n y a n d its

p o s s e s sio n s in  B e n g a l M e re ly tw o  m o n th s  a fte r  h is  s u c c e s s io n  a s  N a w łib o f B e n g a l in  A p r il 17 5 6 h e

d isp o s s e s s e d  W illia m  W a tts  o f th e  C o m p a n y s  K ā s im  b a z a a r  e s ta b lish m e n t a n d tw o  w e e k s  a fte r  th a t h e

w a s  m a s te r  o f C a lc u tta  o r  A lin a g a r  a s h e  r e n a m e d it T h e  fin a l s to r m in g o f F o rt W ilıia m  (C a lc u tta )

o c c u r r e d ju s t b e fo re  d u sk  o n  S u n d a y , 
2 0  Ju n e

,  
c a u s in g g r e a t p a n ic  a m o n g  th e  d e fe n d e r s A c c o rd in g to

Jo hn  Z e p
' h a n ia h  H o lw e ll

, 
w h o  w a s  h im s e lf ta k e n  p r is o n e r

,  
o u t o f th e  fo r c e  o f 17 0  in d iv id u a ls  d e fe n d in g

th e  fo rt
,  
tw e n ty fiv e  fe ll o n  th a t d a y B u t h is  fig u re s

,  
a s Jo h n  K e a y (19 9 1 : 3 04 ) r e m a rk s

,  
a r e  n o t r e lia b le

,

le a s t o f a ll th a t o f 14 6 fo r  th o s e  ta k e n  p ris o n e r  a n d c o n s ig n e d  fo r th e  n ig h t to  a  d e te n tio n  c e ll th e  s o

c a lle d  B la c k  H o le a  s e m i b a s e m e n t m e a s u r in g  a b o u t 18 fe e t b y 15 w ith a  ra is e d s le e p in g a re a  a n d

b a r re d w in d o w s  o n  o n e  s id e H o lw e ll
, 

o n e  o f th e  tw e n ty th re e  s u r v iv o rs
,  
ıa te r p r o v e d to  b e  a  b r illia n t

p u b lic is t a n d  c r a fte d a n  a c c o u n t o f th is  in c id e n t in  a  h ig h ly e m o tiv e  la n g u a g e T h is  g a v e  th e  h o a x  u n d u e

p u b lic ity

T o  d e a l w ith th e  s itu a tio n  a fte r th e  fa ll o f C a lc u tta
,  
D ra k e C liv e  a n d W a ts o n

,  
w h o  w e re  th e re  to

p ro te c t C o m p a n y
'

s  in te r e s ts
, 
fo rm e d a  S e le c t C o m m itte e

,  
w h ic h in  la te r  y e a r s  d e v e lo p e d in to  th e  F o re ig n

D e p a rtm e n t C liv e  a n d W a ts o n  w Fo te  to  th e  N a \ľ â b d e m a n d in g r e s titu tio n  a n d  c o m p e n s a tio n W n e n  b y

C h ris tm a s  ı7 5 6 th e y  r e c e iv e d n o  r e p ly th e y s e t o u t to  ta k e  C a lc u tta  b a c k  b y  fo rc e It w a s k n o w n  th a t

S irãj a d D a w ıa h w a s b a c k in  M u r s h id ā b ād a n d th a t h is  g o v e r n o r  o f
' A lin a g a r h a d ta k e n  u p p o s itio n  in

th e  B aj b a j fo r t
, 

w h ic h c o m m a n d e d th e  H u gh li riv e r ju st b e lo w  C a lc u tta B u t B a j b a j w a s  s o  p o o rly

m a n n e d th a t o n  th e  a pp r o a c h  o f th e  C o m p a n y s  tr o o p s  its  g a r ris o n  m e lte d in to  th e  n ig h t T h e  N a īt iïb s

g a r r is o n  a t B a j b a j p u t u p  s u c h  a  p o o r  s h o w  th a t it le d  to  th e  c o n c o c tio n  o f a  s to ry  r e g a rd in g  a  c e r ta in

S tr a h a n
, 

w h o
,  

u n d e r  th e  in flu e n c e  o f a lc o h o l Is r e la te d to  h a v e  c o n q u e r e d th e  fo rt s in g le h a n d e d ly T w o

d a y s  la te r  th e  C o m p a n y
'

s  tr o o p s  b e g a n  p o u n d in g  F o rt W illia m In  le s s  th a n  a n  h o u r th e  F o rt
'

s  g u n s  fe ll

s ile n t T h e  B r itis h  r e to o k  C a lc u tta  a s  e a s ily  a s th e y  h a d lo s t it A s to  w h o m  b e lo n g e d th e  h o n o u r o f

r e ta k in g th e  F o rt
,  
C a p ta in  E y r e  C o o te  a n d C o lo n e l C liv e  p u t u p  the ir  se p a r a te  c la im s

H a v in g s e ttle d th e  a ffa ir s o f C a lc u tta
,  

th e  E a s t In d ia  C o m p a n y d e c la r e d  w a r  a g a in s t S irāj a d

D a w la h H o s tilitie s  c o m m e n c e d im m e d ia te ly w ith  a n  a tta c k  o n  th e  N a w i b
'

s  p o r t o f H u g h li,  
w h ic h w a s

v irtu a lly  s a c k e d In  r e ta lia tio n
, 
S irāj a d D a w la h o n  3 F e b r u a r y ,  

d e s p a tc h e d  a  fo rc e  to  r e ta k e  C a lc u tta

a n d e n c a m p e d n e a r  C h itp u r T w e n ty  fo u r  h o u r s  la te r  C liv e  m a d e  a  d a rin g  n ig h t a tta c k  le a v in g m o r e  th a n

a  th o u s a n d d e a d in  th e  w a k e It w a s  n o t a  b ig lo s s  fo r  th e  N a w ã b
, 

n e ith e r  d id C liv e
'

s  a c tio n  re s u lt in  a

v ic to ry M e a n w h ile
,  

a n o th e r  d a n g e r  w a s h e a d in g to w a rd s  B e n g a l fr o m  a  d iffe r e n t  d ir e c tio n H a v in g
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h e a rd  th e  n e w s  th a t A fg h a n  tr o o p s  o f A h m a d  S h ãh A b dãiT w e r e  h e a d in g  to w a rd s  B e n g a l
,  
S irāj a d

D a w la h d e c id e d  to  p u ll h is fo r c e s  b a c k  to  Murshidibād q u ic k ly  a g re e in g  to  a ll th e  c o m p a n y
'

s  d e m a n d s

in c lu d in g  th e  rig h t to  m in t c o in s t h is  g a v e  th e  c o m p a n y a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to  d e a l w ith  th e  f r e n c h w h o

w e re  try in g  to  in c r e a s e  th e ir  in flu e n c e  in  B e n g a l

T h e  F r e n c h p r e s e n c e  in  B e n g a l w a s  a lw a y s  lo o k e d  u p o n  w ith je a lo u s y  b y  th e  B ritis h T h e

o u tb re a k  o f th e  S e v e n  Y e a r s  W a r  in  E u ro p e  p r o v id e d  th e  rig h t o p p o r tu n ity C liv e  h a d  a lr e a d y  r e s o lv e d to

re lie v e  th e  F r e n c h  o f C h a n d e m a g a r th e  p rin c ip a l F r e n c h  s e ttle m e n t in  B e n g a l O n  13 M a rc h  C liv e

a tta c k e d th e  s u b u rb s  o f C h a n d e m a g a r  a n d o v e r r a n  th e  e n tire  te rrito ry T h e  morning o f 2 3 M a r c h  s a w  th e

m o s t s e v e re  b o m b a rd m e n t fr o m  th e  r iv e r  s id e  d e liv e r e d  b y W a ts o n
'

s  sh ip s W n e n  th e  fo r t fin a lly

c a p itu la te d
, 
it m e a n t th e  e n d  o f F r e n c h p r o sp e c ts  in  B e n g a l It a ls o  u n d e rm in e d th e  N a w â b '

s  p o sitio n

C e r ta in ly  th e  d e fe a t o f th e  F r e n c h h a d  h a d a  p r o fo u n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l im p a c t o n  th e  u n h a p p y  S irāj
H e n c e fo rth  fe a r o f B ritish  d isp le a s u re  d ic ta te d  h is  m o v e s

F e a rin g  th a t W a ts o n
'

s  s h ip s  m ig h t s e t a  c o u r s e  fo r M u r sh id a b a d a n o th e r  fifty  m ile s  in la n d
,  
h e

b e g a n  in te rc e p tin g  th e  s h a llo w  d r a u g h t b a rg e s
, 

w h ic h  a lo n e  c o u ld u s e  th is  p a r t o f th e  r iv e r  a n d th e n

b lo c k e d  it in  tw o  p la c e s A t o n e  o f th e s e  p la c e s
, 

s o m e  tw e n ty  m ile s  b e lo w  M u r sh id a b a d
, 
h e  sta tio n e d a

la rg e  p a r t o f h is  a rm y T h e  p la c e  w a s  k n o w n  a s  P la s s e y

M e a n w h ile  (M a y 17 5 7 ) n e w s  o f a n  im p e n d in g  c o u p  in  th e  c a m p o f S ir āj a d D a w la h b e c a m e

w id e sp r e a d T he  c o n te n tio n  th a t th e  p lo t e n jo y e d  p o p u la r  s u p p o r t a n d w a s  s o m e  k in d o f a  H in d u  p r o te s t

a g a in s t M u s lim  r u le  h a s  n o  e v id e n c e  to  s ta n d u p o n  (K e a y  19 9 1 : 3 16) N o  d o u b t
,  
B e n g a l h a d  b e e n  u n d e r

M u s lim  r u le  fo r  c e n tu r ie s
, 
b u t th e  H in d u s h a d  e s ta b lis h e d  th e m s e lv e s  a t a ll le v e ls  o f th e  a d m in is tr a tio n

M o re o v e r
,  

th e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l B e n g a li c o n v e rts  to  Isla m  a n d  th e  s o c ie ty in  g e n e r a l p r e s e n te d  a n

in te g r a te d  p ic tu re T h e  r u m o u r s m ig h t h a v e  b e e n  s p re a d b y v e s te d  in te re s ts  to  d e m o r a liz e  th e  N a w â b a n d

m ig h t h a v e  d ie d o u t w ith o u t d o in g  a n y  h a r m  to  h im B u t w h e n  th e y  re a c h e d  th e  e a r s  o f C liv e  h e

im m e d ia te ly  g ra bb e d th e  o p p o rtu n ity a n d b y  g iv in g th e in  s u b s ta n c e
, p u t th e m  to  th e  C o m p a n y

'

s

a d v a n ta g e T h is  fo llo w e d  b y  a  h e c tic  s c h e d u le  o f u n d e r  h a n d  a c tiv itie s A  p lo t to  d e th r o n e  S irāj w a s

p re p a r e d  a g e n ts  w e r e  fo u n d o u t to  p u T it in to  a c tio n ; a fte r  v a rio u s  d e c e itfu l a c tio n s  a n d  th e  e x c h a n g e  o f

c o d e d  le tte r s  a  tre a ty  to  b e  s ig n e d b y M Tr  Ja
' fa r th e  m a n  fin a lly s e le c te d  a s  th e  s u b s titu te w a s k e p t

r e a d y T h e  o th e r  s ig n ific a n t s e c r e t a g e n ts  in c lu d e d  th e  D Tw ā n  R a i D u rla b h
,  

a  B e n g a li H in d u  w h o

b e lo n g e d  to  th e  g r e a t b a n k in g  fa m ily o f th e  S e lıs
,  

o r ig in a lly  M a r w a ri Ja in  fro m  R āja s th ā n
,  

a n d  A m Tn

C h a n d w h o  is  s a id to  h a v e  b e e n  a  S ik h  b u t s o u n d s  m o r e  lik e  ajiı

B y  th e  e n d  o f M a y  e v e ry th in g  w a s  r e a d y ,  
b u t th e r e  a r o s e  a  c o m p lic a tio n  r e g a rd in g  th e  s h a r e  o f

a m tn  c h a n d
,  
th e  c o m p a n y s  c h ie f in d ia n  a g e n t h e  d e m a n d e d  fiv e  p e r  c e n t o f th e  n a w a b s  tre a s u re it

w a s fe a r e d th a t
,  
if th e  d e m a n d w a s  n o t m e t

,  
h e  w o u ld  r e v e a l a ll to  S ir āj if it w a s  m e t

,  
o th e r  c o n s p ir a to r s

w o u ld b a c k o u t in  d is g u s t C liv e
,  

v e ry c le v e rly fo u n d a  w a y o u t H e  p r e p a re d tw o  v e r s io n s  o f th e  tr e a ty

O n e
, 

o n  r e d  p a p e r  in c lu d e d C h a n ď s  sh a r e  a s  h e  d e m a n d e d T h e  o th e r o n  w h ite  p a p e r
,  
d id  n o t T h is is

h o w  th e  w r e tc h e d  A m in  C h a n d w a s  d u p e d in to  b e lie v in g  th a t h e  w o u ld  g e t h is  s tip u la te d  sh a re E ig h ty

y e a r s  la te r T h o m a s  B a b in g to n  M a c a u la y  c o n s id e r e d it '

a s in c o n tr o v e rtib le  e v id e n c e  o f th e  b la c k e s t

tu rp itu d e  in  th e  fo u n d e r  o f o u r In d ia n  e m p ir e  (i e C liv e )
'

(K e a y  19 9 1 : 3 17 )

O n  13 Ju n e  30 0 0 B ritish  s o ld ie r s  h e a d e d  fo r  M u r s h id āb ā d In  s p ite  o f th e  s e c re t tre a ty  C liv e  w a s

s till d o u b tfu l w h e th e r  th e  c o n s p ir a to r s  w o u ld  c o m e  to  h is h e lp in  th e  h o u r  o f n e e d H e  w a s  m o re  in c lin e d

to  w a it till jo in e d  b y  s o m e  c o u n try  p o w e r T h e n  c a m e  a  le tte r  fr o m  M īr  Ja
' fa r  u rg in g  h im  o n O n  2 2 Ju n e

h e  c r o s s e d th e  r iv e r  a n d o n  th e  fo llo w in g  d a y  h e  w a s  fa c e  to  fa c e  w ith S irãj a d D a w la h  a t P la s s e y W h a t
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A  G O L D  M E D A L  O F  T H E  T IM E  O F  T H E  M U  W  A L  E M P E R O R Ã L A M G ĪR  II

fo llo w e d h a s  b e e n  a p tly d e s c rib e d
'

a s  m o r e  in  th e  n a tu r e  o f a  tr a n s a c tio n  th a n  a  b a ttle
'

(K e a y  19 9 1 3 17)

T h e  figh tin g b e g a n  w ith a  fo u r h o u r  e x c h a n g e  o f a r tille ry C liv e  w a s  s till fu ll o f d o u b ts re g a rd in g th e

a s s ista n c e
, 

w h ic h  h e  e x p e c te d  fr o m  M s  c o c o n sp ir a to r
, 

a n d s o  a ls o  w a s  S ir ãj r e g a rd in g th e  r o le  o f h is

c o m m a n d e rs U n fo rtu n a te ly ,  
h is  m o st d e p e n d a b le  g e n e r a l w a s k ille d in  th e  e a rlie r  c a n n o n a d e  a n d h e  h a d

to  tu m  fo r  a d v ic e  to  m e n  lik e  M ir  Ja
' fa r  w h o  h a d  a lre a d y  b e e n  p u r c h a s e d  b y  C liv e A ll c o u n s e lle d a

w ith d r a w a l to  th e ir fo r tifie d e n c a m p m e n t A s  a  fir s t m o v e
, 

th e r e fo r e
,  

th e  fo r w a rd  a r tille ry  w a s

w ith d r a w n  fr o m  th e  d e p r e s sio n  it h a d b e e n  o c c u p y in g T h is w a s  th e  fir st s u c c e s s  o f th e  tr e a c h e r o u s

e le m e n ts  in  h is  a r m y M a jo r  K illp a tric k
,  
o n e  o f th e  c o m m a n d e r s o f C liv e  im m e d ia te ly s w e p t fo r w a rd  to

o c c u p y th e  d e p r e s sio n A  fla n k in g m o v e m e n t c o u ld h a v e  s e v e r e d K illp a tric k
'

s  a d v a n c e
, 
b u t th e  N a w i b

'

s

tr o o p s m a s s e d a lo n g th e  B ń tish  fla n k p r o v e d to  b e  frie n d ly  s p e c ta to r s u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d o f M Tr  Ja
' fa r

a n d o th e r  c o n sp ir a to r s S irāj e v e n tu a lly fle d  fo r  life A fte r  a  b rie f sp e ll o n  th e  r u n  h e  w a s  o v e rta k e n  a n d

a s s a s sin a te d b y  M irJa
' fa r

'

s  s o n  o n  2 Ju ly (K e a y 199 1 : 3 18) C liv e  e n te r e d M u r sh id a b a d in  triu m p h a n d

h a n d e d o v e r  th e  th r o n e  to  M īr  Ja
' fa r T h is is h o w  Jo h n  K e a y  (19 9 1 p 3 19) s u m s u p  th e  sto ry  :

' B e n g a l

w a s  n o t w o n  b y  fig h tin g b u t b y  s u b te r fu g e T h is  tr iu m p h  b e lo n g e d to  C liv e  b u t w a s  a  triu m p h  o f

s u b v e r sio n  n o t c o n q u e s t O n  th e  fa c e  o f it P la s s e y  h a d  g u a r a n te e d th e  s u c c e s s o f th e  c o n sp ir a c y ; in

r e a lity it w a s th e  c o n s p ir a c y w h ic h  g u a r a n te e d th e  s u c c e s s o f P la s s e y T h e  ritu a l o f b a ttle  m e re ly

le g itim iz e d th e  tr a n sfe r  o f p o w e r
'

T h e  re st is a  h o r rib le  ta le  o f lo o t
, p e r s o n a l e n ric h m e n t a n d p lu n d e r W n ile  C liv e  a n d  h is

c o lle a g u e s  a m a s s e d v a s t fo r tu n e s
, 
B e n g a l w a s  im p o v e rish e d  a n d  s u c k e d  d ry M īr  Ja

' fa r  tr ie d  h is  b e s t to

p la y  th e  r o le  a s s ig n e d  to  h im  b u t th e  s e c r e t tr e a ty  h e  h a d  s ig n e d turned o u t to  b e  a  r e a l n o o s e
,  

w h ic h

w e n t o n  tig h te n in g  r o u n d  h is  n e c k  e v e r y  m o m e n t M u r sh id ãb ād tr e a s u r e  a m o u n te d  m e r e ly to  £l 5

m illio n H o w  m u c h  o f it w a s  sip h o n e d  o ff m a y  b e  a n y b o d y
'

s g u e s s A g a in s t th is  M īr  Ja
' fa r

'

s  lia b ilitie s  in

th e  fo r m  o f c o m p e n s a tio n  a n d p r e s e n ts  p r o m is e d  to  th e  E n g lish  u n d e r  th e  te n n s  o f th e  s e c r e t tre a ty  c a m e

to  o v e r  £2 5 m illio n L e s s  th a n  h a lf o f th is  w a s  d u e  to  th e  C o m p a n y  a s  in d e m n ity fo r th e  lo s s  o f C a lc u tta

T h e  r e m a in d e r  w a s  d e s tin e d fo r  p riv a te  in d iv id u a ls p riz e  m o n e y  to  th e  a r m y  a n d  n a v y , 
a  h a n d s o m e

c o n sid e r a tio n  fo r  th e  S e le c t C o m m itte e
,  
in d iv id u a l p r e s e n ts  fo r  C liv e

,  
W a tts

, 
W a ts o n  e tc  a n d fu r th e r

s u m s  fo r  th e  In d ia n  c o n s p ir a to r s T o  m a k e  th e  m a tte r s  e v e n  m o r e  d iffic u lt fo r  M īr  Ja
' fa r

, 
C liv e  a r r a n g e d

to  p u r c h a s e  th e  s y m p a th y  o f R a i D u rla b h
, 
th e  m a n  in  c h a r g e  o f th e  Mu rs hi di bā d tr e a s u ry M īr  Ja

' fa r

s e e m s  to  h a v e  a s s u m e d th a t b y g r a tify in g  th e  B e n g a l C o u n c illo r s  h e  m ig h t e x p e c t a  m o re  le n ie n t

in te rp re ta tio n  o f h is  c o m m itm e n ts If s o
, 
h e  w a s  s o re ly d is illu s io n e d

a H e  v is ite d  C a lc u tta  tw ic e
,  
a lw a y s  a

lu c r a tiv e  o c c a s io n  fo r  th e  h o s ts  s in c e
,  
w h ile  th e  p r e s e n ts  fr o m  th e  N a w Łib  w e n t s tr a ig h t in to  th e ir  p o c k e ts

,

th o s e  to  th e  N a w ä b  w e r e  c h a rg e d  to  th e  C o m p a n y T h e  m e d a ı d is c u s s e d  a b o v e  s e e m s  to  b e  o n e  s u c h

p re s e n t

1 T h is  n a m e  m a y  a ls o  b e  r e a d  a s ū ij ų Ļ IĮJ J  ¢)IJ  (R o n  R o lf B ā m a t) A  c e rta in  C o m m o d o F e  C u r tis

B a r n e tt w a s  th e r e  in  In d ia  in  a b o u t th e  s e c o n d  q u a r te r  o f th e  18 th 
c e n tu ry , 

b u t h e  is  k n o w n  to  h a v e

d ie d n e a r  M a d r a s  a t th e  e n d  o f A p ril 17 4 6 (K e a y  19 9 1 : 2 7 5)

2 T h e r e  is  s o m e  c o n fu sio n  r e g a rd in g  th is  d a te T h e  d a te  o f th e  b a ttle  o f P la s s e y h e r e  m e n tio n e d is

15 S h a w w ā1 1 170 H
,  

w h ic h is e q u a l to  S u n d a y 3 Ju ly 17 57C E  (L a h o ri 19 94  : 19 5 ) b u t th e  d a te

m e n tio n e d  in  M s to ric a l r e c o rd s  is  2 2 2 3 Ju n e  17 5 7 T h is  sh o w s  a  d iffe r e n c e  o f te n  d a y s It is

lik e ly  th a t 15 S h a w w āl is  a c tu a lly  5 (r ) S h a w w āl T h e  le tte r
' J ' is  a lw a y s  p r o n o u n c e d  a s

' Z '
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