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M U H A M M A D  F A R O O Q  S W A T I

T h e  a u th o r
, 
P r o fe s s o r  M ic h a e l W M e is te r

, 
h a s  p r o d u c e d th is b o o k  a fte r h is lo n g e x p e rie n c e  a n d d e e p

s tu d y in to  a n c ie n t H in d u
,  
B u d d h is t a n d Ja in  a r c h ite c tu re  in  S o u th  A s ia H in d u  te m p le s  in  P a k is ta n

a ttr a c te d  th e  a tte n tio n  o f o n ly  a  fe w  s u r v e y o r s  a n d s c h o la r s w h o  d e s c r ib e d s u p e rfic ia lly  th e  m o n u m e n ts

s ta n d in g in  r u in s  a t v a rio u s s ite s
, 
in  th e  S a lt R a n g e  a n d a lo n g th e  In d u s T h e  a u th o r  h a s  n o t o n ly lin k e d

a r c h ite c tu r a l h is to ry  w ith v is u a l o b s e r v a tio n
, 

b u t
,  

a ls o
,  

h a s  s u p p o r te d h is s tu d y  w ith th e  la te s t

a r c h a e o lo g ic a l d a ta  re trie v e d  fro m  e x c a v a tio n  a n d h igh ligh te d  th e  e v o lu tio n  o f th e  H in d u  te m p le  in

P a k is ta n  fr o m  th e  s ix th  th ro u gh to  th e  te n th c e n tu ry C E T h e  b o o k  h a s  85 p a g e s  o f te x t d iv id e d  in to  fiv e

c h a p te r s
, 

G lo s s a ry , 
B ib lio g r a p h y a n d In d e x

, 
a n d 14 9 fig u re s in  b la c k a n d w h ite  in c lu d in g m a p s

,

p h o to g r a ph s
,  p la n s  a n d sk e tc h e s It is  p u b lish e d in  20 10 b y B rill fr o m  L e id e n  a n d B o s to n

P r o fe s s o r M e is te r re v ie w s th e  h isto ry o f th e  s u r v e y o f te m p le s c o n d u c te d in  th e  S a lt R a n g e  a n d

a lo n g th e  In d u s  s in c e  th e  la s t q u a rte r o f th e  n in e te e n th c e n tu ry a n d h ig h lig h ts  th e  n e e d o f th e  p r e s e n t

a r c h a e o lo g ic a l a n d s u r v e y w o rk
,  

w h ic h p r o v id e d m is s in g lin k s  o f th e  e v o lu tio n  o f th e  H in d u  te m p le  in

th e  a b o v e m e n tio n e d tim e  fra m e

A lth o u gh  th e  c o n stru c tio n  s ty le  o f th e s e  te m p le s  v a rie s
, p io n e e r  s u r v e y o rs  a n d s c h o la r s

in v a ria b ly r e ıa te d  th e m  to  th e  K a s h m iri s ty le A H D a n i
, 
A b d u r  R a h m a n

, 
F a rid  K h a n

, 
F a r z a n d M a s ih

a n d o th e r s  to o k  in te re s t to  s tu d y th e s e  te m p le s  to  s o m e  e x te n t ; h o w e v e r
, 

a  turning p o in t c a m e  fr o m

M ic h a e l W M e is te r
, 
F a rid  K h a n  a n d A b d u r  R a h m a n  w h o  e x c a v a te d s o m e  o f th e s e  r u in e d  te m p le  s ite s

a n d p u b lish e d  th e  re p o r ts jo in tly  o r  in d iv id u a lly U s in g a rc h a e o lo g ic a l d a ta  a lo n g  w ith s ty lis tic ,

a r c h ite c tu r a l a n d  c o m p a ra tiv e  s tu d y w ith th e  N a g a r a  s ty le  te m ple s o f northern In dia
, 
th e  a u th o r  o f th e

b o o k  h a s c o n c lu d e d th a t th e s e  te m p le s w e r e  s itu a te d  in  a  fr e e  z o n e  o f th e  S a lt R a n g e  a n d th e  In d u s  th a t

w a s  o p e n  to  c u ltu r a l in te r a c tio n  w ith In d ia  m u c h m o re  th a n  w ith R äsh m ir H e  h a s p o in te d  o u t4 h e a  �

a rc h ite c tu r a l a n d d e c o r a tiv e  fe a tu re s u s e d a n d e v o lv e d  fro m  th e  s e v e n th  to  th e  te n th c e n tu ry  a n d

e sta b lish e d th e ir  a ffin ity w ith  N a g a r a  sty le s a s  w e ll a s  in te ra c tio n  w ith  K a sh m ir H e  h a s  e x h a u s tiv e ly
illu str a te d h is  h y p o th e s is w ith  ty p ic a l e x a m p le s o f te m p le s  a n d  o th e r  a n c ie n t m o n u m e n ts  fr o m  P a k ista n

,

In d ia  a n d A fg h a n is ta n  in  s u p p o rt

T h is w o rk h a s  p r o v id e d c rite ria  fo r  c la s s ific a tio n  o f a ll r u in e d te m pıe s o f th e  S a lt R a# ge  a n d

th o s e  b u ilt a lo n g th e  In d u s
, 
a s w e ll a s o n e  e x a m p le  fr o m  S w a t T h e  a rc h ite c tu r a l a n d d e c o r a tiv e  e le m e n ts

a lo n g w ith  p la n s a n d sk e tc h e s o f s e le c te d te m p le s  a t K a firk o t
, 
B ilo t

, 
A m b

, 
M a lo t

, 
K a ta s

, 
M a r i a n d  o th e r s

in  P a k ista n  a re  c o m p a re d w ith th o s e  a t S a m a th
, 
D e o g a rh

, 
D h a n k

,  
B h a n a s a ra  in  In d ia T he  a u th o r

, 
h a v in g

a  m u lti p e r sp e c tiv e  v isio n  a s  a  s p e c ia lis t o f H in d u  a r c h ite c tu r e
, 
fın e  a r ts

, 
a r c h a e o lo g y a n d  a r t h is to ry , 

h a s

k e e n ly  a n a ly s e d  th e s e  te m p le s H e  h a s d e v e lo p e d a  c h r o n o lo g ic a l ta b le  sh o w in g  e v o lu tio n  o f v a rio u s
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M u h a m m a d  F a ro o q  S w a ti

a rc h ite c tu ra l a n d d e c o r a tiv e  fe a tu re s th a t sh a ll b e  o f g r e a t h e lp to  th e  s c h o la r s  fo r  fu tu re  re s e a r c h in  th e

COncerned fie ld

T h e  a u th o r is o f th e  o p in io n  th a t a lth o u g h s o m e  e le m e n ts d e riv e d fr o m  a n c ie n t G a n d h a r a  w e r e

c o m b in e d  w ith th e  d e v e lo p in g N a g a ra  a rc h ite c tu r a l s ty le  o f e a rly p o s t G u p ta  p e rio d
,  
th is p re s e n t g ro u p

o f
' G a n dh a ra N a g a r a

'

te m p le s  d e v e lo p e d in d e p e n d e n tly ,  
r e fle c tin g th e  c re a tiv e  p o te n tia l o f lo c a l a rtis a n s

a n d th e  g iv e n  e n v iro n m e n t T h is  p u b lic a tio n  is th e  o u tc o m e  o f c o lla b o ra tiv e  fie ld r e s e a r c h c o n d u c te d in

P a k is ta n  a s w e lı a s s c h o la r s h ip th e  a u th o r  g a in e d  fro m  th e  E ııc v c lo p a e d ia  u f //ï tlia lz T e m p le  A r c /ıite c ıu r e

p ro je c t T h e  a u th o r c la im s th a t a ll th e s e  te m p le s
, 

s itu a te d in  d iffe re n t g e o p o litic a l z o n e s
, 

a r e  c lo s e ly

in te g ra te d  w ith in  o n e  S o u th A s ia n  a r c h ite c tu r a l tr a d itio n
,  
h o w e v e r T h e  b o o k is re c o m m e n d e d to

s tu d e n ts a n d s c h o la rs  c o n d u c tin g te a c h in g a n d re s e a rc h a t th e  u n iv e rs ity le v e l
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