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Abstract:

Mandatory Examination of Civil Servants — Historical Perspective

Persian had deep roots as the official language of Sindh for the last many
centuries. However, when Sindh came under the occupation of East India Company in
1843, it was realized that Persian was a foreign language for the people of Sindh. Ac-
cordingly, the first Commissioner in Sindh — Mr. R.K Pringle demanded an educational
system and official business of Sindh in Sindhi. In 1848, Governor of the Bombay Presi-
dency, Sir George Clerk ordered to make Sindhi the official language and he made it
mandatory for the Civil officers to qualify examination in Sindhi language. On 6" Sep-
tember 1851, Sir Bartle Frere, the Commissioner in Sindh also issued formal orders
advising all civil servants to qualify examination in Sindhi. In July 1853, an official Ara-
bic Sindhi scripted alphabet was introduced with the establishment of Sindhi medium
schools. Hence every officer working in Sindh was required to either pass examination
in the colloquial Sindhi or qualify examination of interpreter and this practice continued
without any hindrance till 1947. For the preparation of the examination, very good

quality books were published by the government and private publishers on large scale.

After independence, things quite changed for worse and Urdu was made
national language of the country. Sindhi was ignored in big cities but the law for Sindhi
as official business remained in vogue. The Government enacted “The Sind Government
Servant Examination Rules, 1963, which was repealed with the enactment of “The Sind
Civil Servants Examination Rules, 1981. Furthermore, the Sind (Teaching, Promotion
and Use of Sindhi Language) (Application) Act, 1972 was an attempt to promote Urdu
and Sindhi in the province but it caused civil disturbance in the province, hence it could
not be implemented to date in its letter and sprit. Sindh Public Service Commission has
been assigned to conduct examination of languages, i.e. Sindhi and Urdu twice a year
and in this regard, Sindhi Language Authority has been given mandate to conduct clas-
ses of officers working in Sindh for learning of Sindhi language. Judicial staff is required
to undergo the examination of Sindhi language under Section 10 of Sindh Judicial Staff
Services Rules, 1992. Despite every facility and easement, the examination in Sindhi
language has been ignored and it has lost its importance due to lack of interest on the

part of civil servants.
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Result Sheet of Sindhi Examination

Proceedings of an examination of the under mentioned officers in Sindhi language taken at
Kurrachee on the 1 August 1848, before Lieutenant Stack, Deputy Collector, Hyderabad,
agreeable letters from the Secretary to the Commissioner in Scinde No. 1933 of 18" July 1848

Rank named £ g ~°- g £ ? 0°- }:; Remarks
2o = =20 -
- o [ O w [ .~
[} 2% Y %0 o
c 3 b D | g &
S H w2 ® |3 ® ]
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Lieutenant R.F | Good | Good Good Good | Good Passed.
Burton 18th The character in
Regiment which  Lieutenant
Bombay Native Burton read and
Infantry, Canal wrote Sindhi was
Department the Arabic, Persian
and Dewnagri.

Sd
Captain George Stack
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