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Abstract:

Pir Hassaamuddin Rashidi: A Milestone
in the History of Sindh

Pir Hassaamuddin Rashidi is one of the most prominent researcher,
scholar and historian of Sindh. He did his research with the kind of a passion
and diligence that very few such examples can be found in Sindh. For the ma-
jor part of his life he kept flipping through the pages which led him to trace
the past of Sindh. His curiosity did not end at the achievement of those ancient
manuscripts but in fact his real accomplishment was to sift through those
manuscripts, write commentaries on them and remove the dust of misstate-

ments from the history.

Rashidi Sahib led all his life striving for scholarly pursuits. Tracking
the clues of the old history of Sindh he travelled to all those parts of the world
where he could possibly find something about the archaeological account of
Sindh. He visited various historical and cultural sites and locations of different
countries, checked libraries and represented Sindh as a scholar, researcher

and a historian at many international forums.

Pir Hassaamuddin Rashidi occupies an elevated position among the
research scholars and historians of Sindh. He possessed amazing expertise to
compile and investigate the history of Sindh and the life stories of the scholars
and intellectuals of Sindh. Any avid reader who reads his authored and com-
piled stuff does not fail to appreciate and applaud his know-how, broad-
mindedness, extensive study and his principles of criticism. Some of the
achievements of Rashidi Sahib which will keep his personality and works alive
include: finding old and anonymous manuscripts and discovering dog-eared
anthologies, expanding them anew, writing erudite prefaces and forewords,

putting in order and improving the haphazard and unarranged history pages
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etc. Impressed by his erudition and style as a historian, one of the great histo-
rians of the subcontinent Sayyid Sulaiman Nidvi dubbed him ‘the Historian of
Sindh’.

Keywords: historian, trace, manuscript, anthology, erudition.
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