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Analytical Study of Juan Rulfo's Novel 'Pedro Paramo'
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Abstract

The paper presents an analysis of Juan Rulfo's novel 'Pedro Paramo' in
which the writer attempts to describe the mumbles of fast waning lower middle class
of Mexican colonial society. It is evident that causes and effects of political, social and
cultural changes, introduced by colonial settlers to attain their economic motives, can
still be felt even after the end of colonial period. The study concludes that this
twentieth century novel, keeping in view the precolonial, colonial past and
post-colonial history of Mexico and the spirit of the era, seeks to give voice to the
subdued segments of the society, while coming out of the effects of European
literature. And the voice seems to challenge the power relations in Mexican society.
Keywords: Juan Rulfo, Pedro Paramo, Mexico, Colonial Society, Middle Class
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W "The ghost is not simply a dead or a missing person, but a social

figure and investigating it can lead to that dense site where history

and subjectinity make social life or the apparition is one form by

which something lost, or barely visible, or seemingly not there to

our supposedly well-trained eyes, makes itself known or apparent

to us in its own way of course."

-r «JLs2E-Dying to Speak: Death and the Creation of a New Reader
in the Latin American Novel'ku’wV**Q:U)"ing.ﬁ,«bkn.l&?df,g!dc

(https://etd.library.vanderbilt.edu)

w "Rulfo's comala is accessible only through death, which creats an

imense gap, or lacuna, in which the narrating voices exist as
echoes of a corrupt and fatally flawed society."
1o SGriral B G Suwiigle 2 )G
for: Sl
The Ghosts of Comala: Haunted Meaning in «—uW szl e (3
fﬁ/v JU?JTJZ;Q chpi’) o I il ly ufg: «b/lJ Pedro Paramo
L Se(sroer

w "The decadent remnants of a quasi-feudal social order, violent

revolutions, and a dramatic exodus from the countryside to the city

all gave rise to ghost towns across Mexico."
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w "Solitude or loneliness is a state of Existenz. I have not yet
become myself. Froom this state of non-being or negation I can
come to reality or myself only by taking a decision to
communicate."
4Igfc(;HMuﬁ%IJLXI)cSOCiety Must Be Defendeds/ 3" I
PAG "When I say "subjugated knowledge", I mean two things. On the
one hand, I am referring to historical contents that have been
buried or masked in functional coherences or formal
systematizations..... second, I think subjugated knowledges should
be understood as meaning something else and, in a sense,
something quite different."
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