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Criticism of Dr. Saleem Akhtar: Cultural and Civilizational Context
AT
Abstract

The culture of any region the world is unique in its customs, traditions, behaviour and
values which bring the people sharing the same culture closer to each other and draw
a distinguishing line to show differences with the other cultures. The culture depicts
the non material aspects of social life of any nation while civilization reflects the
material part of that society. In both culture and civilization, human is the pivotal
point of the society who alongwith their companions provide the driving force to both
of these social aspects. Pakistani culture is enriched with different kinds of local
cultures which give birth to a central culture that exhibits the national perspective of
the Pakistani society. Soon after the creation of Pakistan, different writers and critics
gave attention to the discourse of culture and civilization in their writings. Dr. Saleem
Akhtar is one prominent literary and critical figure among them, who vibrated his pen
on the discourse of culture and civilization. In this article, the focus is on the cultural
and civilizational thoughts of Dr. Saleem Akhtar. In this respect, Adab aur Culture is
one of his finest books which attracted the literary, critical and cultural circles of the
sub-continent. He has also explained the issues and problems in building a national
culture. He gives a separate conceptual place to both culture and civilization in his
writings. Metaphysics, Logic, Creativity and Psychology provide the basis in building
a culture, according to him.

Key Words: Dr. Saleem Akhtar, Cultural Criticism, Civilization, Pakistani culture
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"Culture makes people understand each other better. And if they understand
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each other better in their soul, it is easier to overcome the economic and

political barriers. But first they have to understand that their neighbours are,
in the end, just like them, with the same problems, the same questions".
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15. Faiz, Ahmad Faiz, Culture and Identity (Karachi, Oxford University Press,

2005), P.34

Ji! § Cultural Problems in Underdeveloped Countries u/» 1 u‘l’J Gus .,C(u’ )
:n.k'?illcf:‘
"One basic cultural problem which faces many of these countries, therefore, is
the problem of cultural integration, Vertical integration which means
providing a common ideological and national basis for a multiplicity of
national cultural patterns and horizontal integration which means educating
and elevating the entire body of their peoples to the same cultural and
intellectual level. This means that the qualitative political change from
colonialism to independence must be followed by a similar qualitative change

in the social structure left by colonialism".
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