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Principles of Mass Media: An Analysis of PEMRA’s Principles about
Social and Religious Values in the Light of Islamic Teachings
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Abstract:

It’s a scholarly observation that a modern state has three pillars; executive, legislative
and judiciary while media is called fourth pillar of a state. However, due to its
controversy and importance, media is called watch dog of the society and state. Media
is considered main source of every kind of information throughout the world. However,
the contradictory application of media is a major issue in the contemporary Islamic
society. It’s also perceived, media is playing role of propaganda machine against
religious ethics and norms especially against Islamic way of life in global world.
Pakistan is including one of the country where media is not playing a suitable role for
social and moral development. National and local media of Pakistan is imitating
western and global culture and civilizations. Media channels are violating rules and
regulations of Pakistan electronic media regulatory authority (PEMRA) in addition
with Islamic and social values. But sorry to say this forum is failed to overcome these
issues in Pakistan. This study explores Islamic perspective upon importance of media
principles and violation of religious and social rules of PEMRA by electronic and print
Media. In this study analytical and critical research methodology has been adopted with
qualitative approach. According to PEMRA rules and Islamic teachings, misreporting,
transmission of vulgarity and obscene, broadcasting of sensational and wrong news
have been strictly forbidden. But it’s observed, mostly media channels are violating
Islamic and PEMRA’s rules clearly. Therefore, it’s recommended PEMRA rules must
be followed with Islamic principles of media to overcome these issues in Pakistan.

Keywords: Islamic teachings, Media, social and religious values, PEMRA, principles
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"At present 88 licensed Satellite TV Channels are working in Pakistan

1 News/current affairs 26
2 Entertainment 37
3 Regional languages 18
4 Specialized subject 04
5 Health 01
6 Sports 01
7 Agriculture 01
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"No programme shall be aired which contains anything defamatory or knowingly
false "2
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'NO programme shall be aired which contains anything pornographic, obscene or
indecent or is likely to deprave, corrupt or injure the public morality ”%%
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"Another alarming thing is that due to the easy and cheap technology and instant
earning , people are finding it more lucrative to make up a snap and quick porn movies
by using a cheap prostitute and send it to any of the thousands western porno sites in
exchange of few dollars. This business is really thriving in Lahore and Karachi and
this evil is spreading "2
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No programme shall be aired which contains defamatory or knowingly false.?*
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'"No advertisement shall be permitted which contains references that are likely to lead
the public to infer that the product advertised or any of its ingredients has some special
property or quality which is incapable of being established®” "
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"While reporting the proceedings of the Parliament or the Provincial Assemblies, such
portion of the proceedings as the Chairman or the Speaker may have ordered to be
expunged, shall not be broadcast or distributed and every effort shall be made to
release a fair account of the proceedings of the Parliament or the Provincial
Assemblies "4
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"No program shall be aired which contains material which may be detrimental to
relations of Pakistan with other countries "4
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"No advertisements shall be permitted which fans racial, sectarian, parochial, and regional or
class hatred ”*®
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“No programme shall be aired which maligns or slanders any individual in person or certain
groups, segments, segments of social, public and moral life of the country”.*®
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“No program shall be aired which is likely to encourage and incite violence or
contains anything against maintenance of law and order or which promotes anti-
national or anti-state attitudes ”.5
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'"No program shall be aired which passes derogatory remarks about any religion or

sect or community or uses visuals or words contemptuous of religious sects and ethnic
groups or which promotes communal and sectarian attitudes or disharmony ">
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"Newspapers, Radio, Television etc., Collectively, as vehicles of mass communication.”(The Oxford “

English Dictionary, Vol-9, p.542.)
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“Ways of advertising); Magazine, Newspaper, Television.”(The World Book Encyclopedia, Vol-
13,p.361)
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“Media are the means: The Channels used to convey signs and symbols to the intended reactor.”(The
New Encyclopedia Britannica,Vol.12,p.126)
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”Journalism is the collection, preparation and distribution of news and related commentary and feature

materials through such media as pamphlets, newsletters, newspapers, magazines, radio, television and
books.”( Encyclopedia of Britannica,Volume-6,p.27)
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“Journalism is one of the most important professions. It informs citizens about events in their community

the nation, and the world. The reports of journalists also help people from opinions about current
affairs.”( The World Book Encyclopedia,p.168)
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