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Conceptions of “Masculinity” in Pashto Folklore: Contextualizing Antonio 

Gramsci’s Theory of Cultural Hegemony   


Abstract:  

This paper tends to investigate themes of masculinities in the preview of 

patriarchal structures of Pashtun society. The author has used a prism of the 

Italian-Marxist dissent and intellectual, Antonio Gramsci‟s (1891-1937) 

reckoned theory of Cultural Hegemony. This theory a post Marxist critique 

of the cultural hegemony of the ruling classes that are adopted by the 

oppressed social and political classes as natural, inevitable, and a matter of 

the common sense. While unpacking the indicators of this theory, and 

developing an analytical framework which contains some indicators, the 

author has directly plunged into the main course that is the depiction of the 

peculiar hegemonic masculinity in the Pashto folk genres. In this 

connection historical construction of hegemonic masculinities in the 

Pashtun society is explored, and the nexus of war, violence, exclusion and 

masculinity is established through literature review. Pashto folk poetry and 

proverbs are particularly analyzed to know the patterns inherently consist 

in the oral text performances uttered in the peculiar cultural milieu of 

Pashtunwali. The etymological roots of womanhood are probed in Pashtu 

language which like other languages of the world has peculiar gendered 

otherness of women. The study of Tappa, Kakari Ghari, Da Attan Narey 

and the bridal laments called “Angai” are particularly analyzed to unveil 

the structures that hold up the paranoia of men hegemony as naturally 

constructed phenomenon. Analysis of the poetic genres is carried out in the 

context of gender studies and critical discourse analysis, which strive to 

analyze discourse beyond the symptomatic levels.     

Key Words: Pashtunwali, Folk Poetics, Cultural Hegemony, Hegemonic 

masculinities, Patriarchy, Discourse Analysis. 
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"It is not consciousness of men that determines their being, but, on the 
contrary, their social being that determines their consciousness”. 

 

Heywood, 

1994)((1) 

Antonio Gramsci’s (1891-

1937)(Cultural Hegemony) 

(2) 
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(Common Sense)  

‘Manufacture of consent’

(Gramsci 1971) 
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 (Foucault 1991)

(3)

Merriam Webster

.(4)

(Dichotomy)
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۲۱۶۲

"The form of masculinity that is hegemonic at a given time and place 

involves a particular institutionalization of patriarchy; we might say it 

embodies a particular strategy for the subordination of women”.  (11)    

.   

۔
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12

(13)(Peberdy,2011)

۔

Later English dichotomization of Afghans and other Indians in terms of 

masculinity rendered the Pathan a “worthy and sporting adversary”(14).   

۔

“They feel contempt for "effeminate" peoples who must bow to the authority of 

government, and consider their own society, despite its poverty, to be 

preferable”.(15) 
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(Binary) 
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(Masculinity)
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(Conflict)

 



1029                25                                        22  12   

  

 

1) Heywood, Andrew (1994) Political Ideas and Concepts: An Introduction, London, 

Macmillan 

2) Lears, T.J. Jackson. (2016).The Concept of cultural hegemony: Problems and possibilities. 

The American Historical Review, 90(3), p. 567-593. 

1) 3) Foucault, M. (1991). Discipline and Punish: the birth of a prison. London, 

Penguin. 

4) Patriarch.” The Merriam-Webster.com Dictionary, Merriam-Webster Inc., 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/patriarch. Accessed 4 December 2019. 

 (5) 
 
Watson, Peter. (2005) , Ideas A History from Fire to Freud, Phoenix, London, P.72 

ب کا ارتقا (6)
 
پاکستاؿ میں تہذي

(7)
 
Mohamand, Qalandar. Online Daryab Pashto Glossary , URL:  

https://www.qamosona.com/j/index.php    Last Accessed,  December 12
th
 ,  2018    

(8) Ibid. 

۔   (9)

 

۔( 10)

(11) Connell, R. W. ( Dec., 1990). A Whole New World: Remaking Masculinity in the 

Context of the Environmental Movement. Gender and Society, Vol. 4, No. 4 , pp. 452-478, 

454. 

(12) Tainter, Joseph A. and MacGregor, Donald G ( 2011)., Pashtun Social Structure: 

Cultural Perceptions and Segmentary Lineage Organization - Understanding and Working 

Within Pashtun Society. Available at 

SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1934940 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1934940 

Peberdy D. (2011) Performance and Masculinity. In: Masculinity and Film 13) 

Performance. Palgrave Macmillan, London 

(14) The West in Afghanistan: 18
th
-19

th
 Century Colonial Ambassadors, Soldiers, and 

Adventurers in a Racialized “free” and Zubeda Jalalzai Associate Professor of English, 

Rhode Island College 

(15)
 
Lindholm, Charles (1988),  The Social Structure of Emotional Constraint: The Court of 

Louis XIV and the Pukhtun of Northern Pakistan,   Source: Ethos, Vol. 16, No. 3, Published 

by: Wiley on behalf of the American Anthropological Association,  pp. 227-246   

 (16)۷۹۹۱۹۹. 

 ۲۰۲مخ   (17)

(18) . (2012). . : ۲۹. 

 ۱۲۳،(۲۰۱۳)۔(19) 

(20)  ۱۲۲ 

(21)
 

۱۲۳ 


